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THE wealth of instruction in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews it is impossible to estimate. The 
writer of the Epistle unfolds “‘the mystery of 
God, and of the Father and of Christ; in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge,’”’ in a series of pictures wherein are dis- 
closed to us the features of our blessed Lord 
in varied aspects, and His ‘‘ garments of sal- 
vation” in their many-coloured beauty. Whilst 
the lines of teaching in the Epistle are manifold 
and precious, the writer of the following chap- 
ters has strictly confined his attention to the 
twofold teaching indicated in the title given 
to this volume,—the teaching which in his 
judgment dominates the Epistle, and was sug- 


gested to the writer many years ago in the 


vi PREFATORY NOTE. 


pages of some periodical to which he acknow- 
ledges his obligation. Prepared as lessons for 
a Bible-class, they are offered to fellow-believers 
with the desire that they and he may unite to 
exalt ‘“‘ Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 
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LOGICAL SEMINA 


THE SUPREMACY AND SUFFICIENCY 
OF JESUS) CHRIST 


<P SS 


I, 


JESUS CHRIST GREATER THAN ANGELS. 


(HEBREWS 1.) 


It has pleased God in the infinitude of His 
wisdom and might to furnish upon the face of 
the earth and under the earth and in the seas 
some illustrations of the boundless variety of 
His handiwork; more than enough to certify 
to His creature man the inexhaustible re- 


sources of His manifold ‘‘ power and riches Rev. v. re. 


and wisdom and strength”; and to suggest 
that, far beyond our ken, we may expect other 
wonders of creative splendour to have their 
place, on vaster scale and of wider diversity 


Isa, xlv. 18. 


Col. i. 16, 
17, 15. 
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than anything with hich, we are here famil- 
iar. Christ invited His disciplespto. & congider 
the lilies of the field how they grow”; and, 
further afield, one inspired of God in a long 
past age was accustomed to look up and ex- 
claim, “‘I consider Thy heavens the work of 
Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which 
Thou hast ordained”: we are therefore en- 
couraged to inquire, so far as it is lawful to 
inquire, and to ascertain so far as our limited 
faculties will avail us, what is the purpose of 
the Creator in framing other worlds than ours, 
whose existence in the great universe around 
us is visible but shrouded in mystery. One 
significant hint meets us, ‘“‘ Thus saith the 
Lord that created the heavens; He is God; 
that formed the earth and made it; He estab- 
lished it, He created it not a waste [or in vain], 
He formed it to be inhabited.” We cannot 
suppose that of all the countless worlds re- 
volving in space none are peopled excepting 
our own; without irreverence we might inquire, 
Has God indeed created all these worlds ‘“‘a 
waste’? rather, Has He not “formed them to 
be inhabited”’ when their adaptation is com- 
plete? May we not entertain the thought that 
races of intelligent beings are amongst the “all 
things created in the heavens and upon the 
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earth, things visible and things invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; 
all things created through Him [1.e., Christ] and 
unto Him, . . . who is the image of the in- 
visible God, the first-born of all creation.” We 
gaze in adoring wonder when we contemplate 
the cloudless midnight sky; we look with glad} 
surprise upon the infinite variety of form and j 
colour in nature animate and inanimate; and/ 
we rest assured that He who made all these) 
things, and who made ws, is limitless in eae 
to make and to endow, with faculties other and-y 
higher than we can conceive, creatures who 
perhaps can comprehend Him better than we; 
who can love Him with an intensity beyond 
the power of our emotions; who can obey Him 
with wills all in accord with the divine will. 
And whilst we must not forget that ‘‘the secret 
things belong unto the Lord,” we are on safe 
ground in such surmise as we have just ventured 
upon; for the inspired Word has unmistakably 
revealed to us the existence of a wonderful 
race other than our own—the angels of God. 
Whether these are co-ordinate with ‘‘ the multi- 
tude of the heavenly host” or the ‘‘ armies that 
are in heaven,” we do not pause to inquire: nor 
need we introduce here the cognate subject of 
the nature and significance of the cherubim. 


Gen. xvi. 


Gen. xxi. 


2 Cor. i. 4. 
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Angelic beings and their visits to this earth 
occupy a considerable place in sacred history ; 
and whilst we cannot determine their structure 
or measure their faculties, we can to some ex- 
tent appreciate their dispositions or tendencies 
by looking at the errands on which they have 
been sent to earth, and their readiness to carry 
the messages with which their Maker intrusted 
them; and, be it remembered, an angel is 
primarily, and we may add invariably, the 
bearer of a message from heaven to earth; 
occasionally the executor of God’s will in re- 
lation to that message. 

What comfort in the fact that the first mention 
of angelic ministry is a word from ‘‘the God of 
all consolation ”’ to an injured woman—to Hagar 
fleeing from the cruelty of her mistress, as later 
on he is sent for the rescue of the outcast hand- 
maid and her son, perishing of thirst. A mes- 
senger needs to be in harmony with his message ; 
the manner and tone of its delivery must accord 
with the purpose and drift of the communi- 
cation. If this be the case with human minis- 
try, how much more may we expect it from 
the angelic? Writing to the Corinthians, Paul 
suggests that believers should ‘be able to com- 
fort them that are in any affliction, through the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
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of God.” From the very presence-chamber of 
God came forth His errand-bearers filled with 
a sense of the divine will, His goodwill to men, 
never losing in their swift flight to earth the 
meaning and intention of the commands they 
bore. In this mood came the angel to Elijah 
to wake him gently out of sleep, that he might 
eat and drink and be strengthened for his forty 
days’ journey to Horeb, the mount of God, 
where Jehovah would meet with him and in- 
trust him with a wonderful revelation and a 
momentous embassy. We find frequent ex- 
amples in Old Testament history of encourage- 
ment sent to men chosen of God for a great 
destiny in connection with His purposes for 
Israel; as to Jacob on his outward journey 
when in vision he saw the angels ascending 
and descending on the ‘“‘ladder set up on the 
earth, the top reaching to heaven,” and the 
promise of earthly blessing to Abraham and 
to Isaac was renewed to himself; and again 
on his return journey with wives and children, 
to encounter his brother Esau, when a new 
name was given to him and power with God 
bestowed upon him. Again, the memorable 
vision to Moses at Horeb, when He ‘who 
maketh his ministers a flaming fire’’ appeared 
to the exile from Egypt, whose career seemed 


x Kings 
XIX. 


Gen, xxviii. 


Gen, xxxii. 


Ps, civ. 


Exod. iii. 


Judges vi. 


Judges xiii. 


Gen, xxii. 


Exod. xiv. 
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to have been cut short when full of promise, 
and out of the midst of the bush the God of 
Israel called him forth to the superhuman task 
of delivering the chosen race out of the hand 
and out of the land of their oppressor. Yet 
again, in the case of Gideon, do we meet with 
this ministry of holy stimulus on the eve of 
a fresh deliverance of the disheartened and 
oppressed nation by the hand of one energised 
by divine power and conscious of the divine 
presence. On a like errand came one whose 
name was ‘‘secret”’ or ‘‘ wonderful,” to reveal 
to the parents of mighty Samson what manner 
of training they must give their yet unborn 
child. 

But not only on errands of sustaining grace 
were angels sent forth—they appeared again 
and again at the moment of divine interposition 
to avert some blow more heavy than man could 
bear, or some national calamity which no human 
power could turn aside. Thus, when Abraham’s 
knife was uplifted to slay his son, the angel’s 
voice was raised to stay his hand and point 
to the ram caught in the thicket. So, too, when 
the Israelites in flight from Egypt were over- 
taken by the pursuing host of Pharaoh and 
were shut in between the devouring sword and 
the devouring deep, “‘the angel of the Lord, 
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which went before the camp of Israel, removed 
and went behind them,” and the pillar of cloud 
in like manner; thus gracious deliverance came 
to Israel and sudden destruction to the Egyp- 
tians. Later in sacred story came the warning 
angel to Balaam—not yet quite hardened in 
disobedience — lest he should presumptuously 
curse those whom God had blessed. And what 
more magnificent examples can we find in the 
whole record of God’s dealings with His own 
than those two outstanding miracles wrought 
for His faithful confessors, when in the midst 
of the fire the three young Hebrew princes 
passed through unscathed because God had 
sent His angel; and in the lions’ den Daniel’s 
God shut the lions’ mouths and they did him 
no hurt? 

If we give heed to the Scriptures we shall hold 
evenly the balance of truth. God is righteous 
whilst also He is love. Sometimes stern and 
solemn messages proceed from His mouth, and 
His angels become the executioners of His 
judgments. Whilst in tenderness He sent 
the angel to comfort Sarah’s handmaid Hagar, 
and in mercy arrested Abraham’s hand as it was 
about to descend upon Isaac, the same just and 
holy God had to visit Abraham’s near kinsman 


Num. xxii. 


Dan. iii. - 


Dan, vi. 


Lot with the loss of his possessions, and to Gen. xix. 


Judges ii. 


2 Sam. 
Xxiv. 


2 Kings i. 


2 Kings 
RIX.) 1926 
XXXVil. 
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bring awful overthrow by angelic visitation upon 
the cities of the plain,—vengeance unmingled 
where there was no place for repentance. When 
apostacy had set in, and the children of Israel 
were descending the broad stream of ungodli- 
ness, conforming to the ways of the people of 
the land, the angel of the Lord appeared at 
Bochim with a message of faithful rebuke; but 
although there was a time of weeping, their 
goodness was as the morning cloud and soon 
passed away. Later on, in the time of David, 
and confronting David’s trespass in numbering 
the people, see the devouring pestilence swiftly 
decimating the hosts of Israel and humbling 
their king to the dust; well he might afterwards 
say, ‘“‘I will sing of mercy and of judgment,” 
for to the angel that destroyed the people God 
said, “‘ Stay now thine hand.’’ Another rebuke 
to a very different king — even to Ahaziah 
in Samaria—was committed by an angel to 
Elijah as God’s messenger, accompanied by 
striking manifestation of the power of God 
against the servants of the apostate king. 
But perhaps the most signal example of 
judgment through angelic ministry is the 
defeat of the purpose of the proud King of 
Assyria, in answer to the prayer of Hezekiah 
King of Judah, when the camp of Sennacherib 
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was overtaken with plague and the siege of 
Jerusalem was raised. 

We cannot pass from these examples of divine 
communications without referring to two of 
God’s ambassadors who are specifically men- 
tioned by name in Daniel’s prophecy, Gabriel Dan. viii. 
and Michael. We observe in passing that the ae 
glorious being referred to in Dan. x. 5, 6, is andxi. 
none other than the Lord Himself; the de- 
scription closely resembles that recorded in Rey. 
dai, 16, and the effect of the vision upon Daniel 
and upon John alike was to humble them to the 
dust in presence of such glory. What is re- 
corded of Gabriel points to one whose office was 
interpretation of great mysteries; he was sent 
to make Daniel understand visions, as in a later Dan. viii. 
age he was sent to the priest Zacharias and to ie 
the virgin mother of our Lord, to tell of the 
forerunner to be born out of due season, and of 
the Christ and His still more miraculous birth. 
Whilst in Michael, the only one who scripturally 
bears the title of archangel, we discover the an- 
gelic champion of Israel coming to “the help of Dan, x. 13 
the Lord against the mighty,” and caring even ss 
for the dead body of His servant Moses; his Jude. 
too, we may venture to suppose, is the voice 
which will accompany the shout of the Lord and 
the trump of God at the moment of rapture of 


’ 


t Thess. iv. 
16, 17. 


Job iv. 18, 


_ Ps, lxviii. 


Ps, ciii, 20. 


Ps, civ. 4. 


Mat, xviii. 
10. 
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the sleeping saints and the change of the living 
ones, when Christ shall meet His people in the 
air, ‘‘and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
For present purposes we need not further 
pursue the subject of angelic appearances as 
these are discovered to us in New Testament 
scripture. We content ourselves with the 
references to Old Testament times which were 
mainly if not wholly in the mind of the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews when drawing 
a contrast between Jesus Christ and angels. 
From the hasty review here attempted we see 
no trace of that which Eliphaz ventured to allege 
—God “‘chargeth His angels with folly.” In 
number they are a great multitude, ‘‘ thousands 
upon thousands”; ‘legions of angels”; they 
are ‘‘ mighty in strength fulfilling God’s word,” 
unseen by us but made visible when the occa- 
sion demands it; ‘‘He maketh winds His 
messengers, His ministers a flame of fire”’; 
and we are warranted in believing that the 
special guardianship of children is theirs, it 
may be of all God’s saints, when exposed to 
peculiar danger from the assaults of Satan. 
When a meteor or aerolite comes athwart the 
track of our planet it remains invisible whilst 
traversing the distant circumambient ether; but 
when once within the atmosphere which im- 
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mediately encircles this earth, it suddenly be- 
comes luminous, and we behold the trailing 
splendour speeding across the sky. So to the 
ignorant and the unbelieving —to Sadducees 
who say there is ‘no angel nor spirit ’’—there 
never have been angel visitants; but in the 
sphere of faith there have been glorious revela- 
tions given to saints of old; and we may believe 
the angels encircle us to-day, and even now are 
compassing our paths to keep us from the ways 
of the destroyer. And if we cannot hear or 
behold audible and visible messengers in the 
present dispensation, we have the better gift of 
the indwelling and abiding of the Holy Ghost as 
our constant guide, teacher, and comforter. 
Turn we now to consider Him for whom in 
the first chapter of Hebrews is claimed a far 
higher place than that of angels. Who can 
deny that claim when God asserts it, man con- 
cedes it, and the angels themselves acknowledge 
His greater dignity and right? What are the 
characteristics of Jesus Christ as God’s mes- 
senger? Well does He reflect one picture of 
Old Testament prophecy, “‘ Who is blind, but My 
servant? or deaf, as My messenger that I sent ? 
thou seest many things, but thou observest not ; 
his ears are open, but he heareth not.” We 
cannot but believe that the whole of Christ’s 


Isa. xlii. 
Ig, 20. 
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perceptive organs were most beautifully perfect, 
—finely strung, to use a common expression ; 
an eye forsthe beautiful clearer and keener than 
the eye of any of Adam’s fallen race; an ear 
responsive to all that was harmonious and ex- 
quisite in the sphere of sound; yet He gave no 
heed (as we need to be reminded in this esthetic 
age with its worship of the beautiful) to sights 
and sounds which attract and absorb other 
men; He saw sin in all its vileness, and the 
sinners who were hurrying to perdition, and 
that burden lay heavy on His sinless soul; He 
heard the groans and sighs of those who were 
oppressed by the devil, and His ear had no room 
for songs of mirth; the very perfection of His 
whole nature would render him peculiarly sensi- 
tive to all that was hideous or discordant, but 
He set his face as a flint to witness the awful 
wreck of the human race, and to meet the 
tremendous conflict by which He would repair 
the seemingly hopeless ruin. And whatever of 
tenderness in speech or touch we find recorded 
in angelic ministry; whatever cheer to men 
preparing for special service or conflict; what- 
ever deliverance promised or wrought by angelic 
intervention; whatever warning of awful doom, 
—all these were exceeded in gentleness or faith- 
fulness or grandeur suitable to the occasion by 
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Him who claimed to be the “sent” of God. 
How often does He claim that title as His own, 
specially in John’s Gospel, and in particular in 
that wonderful seventeenth chapter? “As the Prov. xxv. 
cold of snow in the time of harvest, so is a ~ 
faithful messenger to them that send him; for 
he refresheth the soul of his masters.’’ In this 
character of true messenger could our most 
blessed Lord exclaim, as no mere angel could, 
‘““He that sent Me is with Me; He hath not John viii. 
left Me alone; for I do always the things that ” 
are pleasing to Him.” 

But we are not left to our own conjecture 
of the superiority of Christ as a heavenly 
messenger, or to a comparison of the errands 
of angels with His great errand to this earth; 
the Epistle to the Hebrews furnishes us with 
overwhelming proof of His transcendent glory 
when compared with the splendour of the 
angels: of them it may be affirmed “that 2 Cor. iii 
which was made glorious had no glory in this 
respect by reason of the glory that excelleth.” 
For whilst worship of angels is disallowed in Judges xiii. 
Holy Scripture, the worship of Christ by angels 78, Ree 
is affirmed in the command “ Let all the angels xxii, 8’9. 
of God worship Him,” and inasmuch as in the eae 
already quoted and remarkable passage in the i. 6. 
Epistle to the Colossians it is claimed for our 


Cols 1G: 
17. 

Heb. i, 2. 
Ps, xlv. 6, 
FoiClle 25; 
Gf RON, 1 
Heb. i, 3. 
Mat. iii. 


L7e 
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Saviour that ‘‘through Him all things were 
created,” and ‘‘through Him all things consist” 
(or hold together), and elsewhere that God ‘‘hath 
appointed Him heir of all things, through whom 
also He made the worlds” (or ‘‘ages’’), no 
room is left for denial of the far exceeding 
greatness of Jesus Christ in comparison with 
beings who are His own creatures and who 
are bound reverently to adore Him. The in- 
spired writer of the epistle before us seems to 
exult in quotations from the Psalms in support 
of the pre-eminence of the blessed Son of God; 
whilst there have been given to the same writer 
new and previously undiscovered glimpses of 
the marvellous place of dignity and power with 
which the Most High has enriched Him who 
is “‘God manifest in the flesh.”” This wonder- 
ful being, whom we can hardly fail to identify 
with God’s co-eternal ‘‘master builder,’ de- 
scribed in Prov. villi. 22-31, is in our epistle 
set forth for admiration and for adoration as 
the ‘‘outshining of God’s glory,” the ‘very 
impress of His substance,” ‘‘set down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high”; and whilst 
to sinners redeemed by His most precious blood, 
the dearest name is Jesus, His Father and 
our Father in heaven avows Him to be His 
nearest and dearest—‘ this is My beloved Son 
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in whom I am well pleased”’; never let us dimin- 
ish aught from Paul’s declaration, “that in the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven and things on earth and things under 
the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” Couple with that Christ’s own 
claim, “‘ All things have been delivered unto me 
of my Father: and no one knoweth the Son, 
save the Father; neither doth any know the 
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 


Phil. ii. 10, 
he 


Mat. xi. 27. 


the Son willeth to reveal Him;” “that all may Jonny. 23. 


honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father.” 

We shall miss the great outstanding differ- 
ence between our Lord’s visit to this earth 
and all the visits of angelic beings, unless we 
keep in mind that His gracious errand was 
also a protracted exile! The angels came and 
delivered their messages and swiftly sped home- 


1In Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, prince of the house of 
Judah (Book of Ezra and prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah), 
we perceive a beautiful type of our Lord Jesus Christ. Zerubba- 
bel born an exile in Babylon, Christ born in Bethlehem far away 
from His heavenly home ; Zerubbabel leading the captive people 
back to their own land, Christ bringing His people out of Satan’s 
house of bondage; Zerubbabel laying the foundations and re- 
building the temple of the Lord, Jesus Christ laying the founda- 
tion of His Church in His own sacrificial offering, and gathering 
out the living stones for the spiritual temple. 


B 


Mat. xxi. 
34, 36, 37. 


1 Cor, xv. 
41. 
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wards to the heavenly habitations and the glory 
of God’s presence; they were not told to abide 
long in the company of sinful men and in the 
uncongenial clime of a world which was marred 
by the curse. How different with Christ: in 
the parable of the husbandmen we are told 
of the great Householder that “‘He sent His 
servants, . . . again He sent other servants, . 
afterwards He sent His Son, saying, They will 
reverence My Son.” The rejection of God’s 
greatest messenger is the burden of Gospel 
story; were we less familiar with it our as- 
tonishment would be greater, alike as we con- 
template the long-suffering patience of the 
Father who sent Him forth, and of Himself 
as He bore the contradiction of sinners and 
endured shame, cruel suffering, and awful death, 
that He might thoroughly fulfil His commission ; 
and by the one great sacrifice, His death upon 
the cross, make a sufficient atonement for the 
sins of the whole world. 

“There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars ; 
for one star differeth from another star in glory.” 
We may borrow this illustration for another 
purpose than that for which the apostle selected 
it. Jesus Christ is the centre and the sun of the 
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believer’s astronomy; the moon may be re- 
garded as a similitude of the Church,—for as 
the light of the moon is not her own but the 
reflected light of the sun, so the Church shines 
only as she basks in the rays of the Sun of 
righteousness ; and we may compare the angelic 
host to the stars in their varying degrees of 
lustre and magnitude. This of course only 
as seen by the dwellers upon earth; for many 
of the stars are themselves suns of wonderful 
splendour, though in their distance from our 
earth they seem but specks in the sky: as the 
child thought to explain the wonder of the 
starry firmament, “holes in the floor of heaven 
through which God’s glory shines down.” And 
thus, in harmony with the first chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, we reassert with all 
our heart’s obedience and satisfaction the para- 
mount claim of the only-begotten Son of God 
to the highest place in heaven and earth, to be 
Lord of angels and of redeemed men; or rather 
we should say, of redeemed men and of angels, 
—for the Church of God takes precedence of 
angels, as we are taught by the apostle, ‘“‘ Know 
ye not that the saints shall judge the world? 
. Know ye not that we shall judge 
angels?” Gladly does the whole company of 


TeCorwvis 
253, 
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true believers acquiesce in the will of God the 
Col.i18. Father, “that in all things He [the Christ] 
should have the pre-eminence.” 


Reader, has the thought occurred to you that 

God has still wonderful messages to send, and 

still needs messengers? Has some one brought 

to you the message of His love in Christ Jesus, 

and have you accepted His pardoning grace on 

the ground of our Saviour’s all-sufficient sacri- 

fice and prevailing intercession? Then your 

turn has come to pass on to another the same 
heavenly message of God’s great love; for some 

one is awaiting that message, is to-day in need 

John xvii of it. ‘‘As Thou hast sent Me into the world, 

, even so have I also sent them into the world.” 


ie 


JESUS CHRIST GREATER THAN 
ADAM 


it 
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._ (HEBREWS II.) 


WHETHER in pre-Adamite ages this world was 
peopled by a race akin to the angelic we can 
neither prove nor disprove. Into the region 
of such speculations we can advance but a step, 
as it were, to be met by the divine silence and 
turned back whence we came. It would not be 
inconsistent with the inspired narrative were we 
to accept the conjecture, that somewhere has 
been offered, that this earth was once the scene 
of a stupendous rebellion against the Most High, 
—a rebellion quelled by the expulsion of the op- 
posing hosts; that our globe became involved 
in a catastrophe which rendered it uninhabit- 
able, leaving it in the condition of chaos or 
waste upon which the Creator again looked 
down, and wondrously reformed it for the abode 
of man. Were the surmise admissible that 


John xii. 
31. 


2 Cor. iv. 


4. 


Luke iv. 
5-7 
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Satan was the leader of this special rebellion, 
and that once he sat enthroned on this earth, 
it gives intenser meaning to the undying enmity 
he has displayed to man from the earliest days 
of human history—enmity in particular to Him 
who, as seed of the woman, came to “ destroy 
the works of the devil”; and it also helps us 
to understand better the import of the titles of 
that wicked one, ‘‘the prince of this world,” 
given to him by our Lord; ‘‘the god of this 
world,” given to him by Paul; whilst it 
harmonises with Satan’s own claim to pre- 
rogative over this earth, when in the tempta- 
tion in the wilderness, after having shown to 
Christ ‘‘all the kingdoms of the world,” he 
presumed to add, ‘All this power will I give 
Thee, and the glory of them: for that is de- 
livered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I 
give it. If Thou therefore wilt worship me, 
all shall be Thine.” 

But it is with the head and source of the 
present race of beings who people the earth,— 
it is with man in his earliest appearance that 
we have now to deal. And however brief the 
description of our first parent, however scanty 
the details about his person and his history, 
there is enough to make us pause and try to 
picture to ourselves what manner of being he 
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was. We begin our retrospect with great ex- 
pectation: we listen reverently to the divine 
resolve, ‘‘ Let Us make man in Our image, after 
Our likeness, and let them have dominion,” and 
we accept with mingled awe and admiration the 
divinely accomplished fact, ‘‘ God created man in 
His own image, in the image of God created He 
him, male and female created He them; and God 
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruit- 
ful, and multiply, and replenish the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion.” God then has 
a similitude or likeness or shape; also, as we learn 
elsewhere, He has a ‘‘ substance.” Is this incon- 
sistent with the truth enforced by our Lord in His 
conversation with the woman of Samaria, ‘‘ God 
isa spirit”? No; the fact that God has an image 
or likeness and has substance, and the truth that 
He is Spirit, are not mutually exclusive; essen- 
tially He is Spirit, whilst shape and substance 
are accessories. Christ Himself gave sanction 
to this thought when contending with the Jews: 


Gen. i. 26, 
28, 

la@ap vb Sh 
John iv, 24. 


‘‘The Father Himself which hath sent Me, hath Jonny. 37. 


borne witness of Me. Ye have neither heard His 
voice at any time nor seen His shape.” Christ 
referred here, no doubt, to the voice from 
heaven which acknowledged Him as God’s 
beloved Son as He came up out of the waters 
of baptism; we acknowledge that God has a 
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voice, Christ proclaims that He also has shape. 
In this divine shape or likeness was moulded 
our first parent, but he was not formed of the 
divine substance; ‘‘the Lord God formed man 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became 
a living soul.” There was in Adam a divine 
resemblance but not the divine essence or sub- 
stance; yet when dust of the ground is touched 
and fashioned by the finger of God, how that 
common, lowly, valueless material is transmuted 
into a thing of beauty fitted to reflect the glory 
of the divine artificer, and so much the more 
that it has been run in the mould of the like- 
ness of God Himself. To Adam as he came 
forth from the hands of his Maker might have 
been addressed some of the words applied to 
the mysterious being apostrophised by Ezekiel: 
“Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and 
perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the 
garden of God. Thou wast perfect in thy ways 
from the day that thou wast created.” 1! One 
of the favourite and widespread conceits of our 
time is embodied in the expression ‘‘the ascent 
of man”; the fond belief that the human family 
age after age has been advancing towards per- 


1 Is this a description of the coming antichrist, who is to deceive 
the whole earth ? 
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fection in structure, growing rich in wisdom as 
well as in knowledge, in goodness as well as in 
discovery and invention. Millenniums of human 
history fail to make much impression upon this 
vain imagination; but the experience of the 
ages has left the record that man in every dis- 
pensation, under every form of rule, alike in 
the blaze of divine revelation, or when ‘“ walk- 
ing in sparks of his own kindling,” has in- 
variably (after seeming advance) passed along 
to deterioration, to corruption, to destruction. 
Ancient and modern history witness to this 
invariable law of decay, especially in the moral 
and spiritual spheres. But Adam whilst yet 
unfallen, how gloriously perfect he stood in the 
divine presence, unabashed even there; his 
glance clear, fearless, and far-seeing; his mien 
lofty and to the lower creation around him awe- 
inspiring; to quote from our great dramatist, 
in aspect he showed 


“ A station like the herald Mercury, 
New lighted on a heaven-kissing hill; ”! 


bodily faculties in their fullest strength, uncon- 
scious of weakness or weariness; mental powers 
fresh as the morning and keen as the mountain 
air; moral sense unclouded by sinful taint, un- 


1 Hamlet, act ili. scene 3. 
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dimmed by evil memories, at rest in the light 
and in the love of God,—the man was fully 
equipped for his great destiny, and the Creator 
proclaimed to the new-formed and new- fur- 
nished earth, ‘‘ Let him have the dominion”’: 
no protest of unreadiness or incapacity came 
from his lips, no plea for delay in accepting the 
crown of that new creation; he realised his sov- 
ereignty and his God-bestowed power to wield 
it, and he met the first test of his power un- 
flinchingly and acquitted himself to his Maker’s 
content. Among philologists there prevails the 
assumption that our race in its earliest epochs 
was furnished with a very beggarly supply of 
words with which to make known its needs or 
to hold converse concerning things in heaven 
above or upon the earth beneath. They travel 
back to ages darkened by ignorance and make 
these the starting-points for their investigations. 
They do not go back far enough; if they have 
read they do not believe the awful record of 
Rom. i. 18-32, for between the lines of these 
terrible sentences we may learn this truth, that 
man in falling from his high estate not only 
became morally corrupt but mentally bankrupt, 
and impoverished in all that ennobles and em- 
bellishes human life. We find no poverty of 
language in the remarkable scene where ‘the 
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Lord God brought every beast of the field, and Gen. ii, ro, 
every fowl of the air, unto Adam to see what he ~ 


would call them: . . . and Adam gave names 
to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 
every beast of the field.” Can we doubt that 
not only did he give names to this endless vari- 
ety of creatures, but that he gave them names 
suitable to their characters, habits, and in- 
stincts; that he was at no loss for words appli- 
cable to the differences of species obvious to his 
eyes and borne in upon his mind? And no fault 
is found with this wonderful nomenclature by 
which language was at once enriched. Human 
language, like all else pertaining to man, doubtless 
suffered loss by the Fall,—loss in purity both as 
regards exactitude and expressiveness, and as 
regards also the tendency to clothe uncleanness 
in words. The Babel confusion did not mend 
matters; we have to look forward to the time 
when Jehovah will redress Babel and bestow a 
universal and pure language as at the beginning, 
‘‘Then will I turn to the peoples a pure lan- 
guage, that they may all call upon the name of 
the Lord with one consent.” The higher critics 
have lately received a damaging blow. One of 
their stock arguments against the alleged an- 
tiquity of the Pentateuch was that there seemed 
no evidence of the existence of any contem- 
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porary literature of similar pretensions; this 
bubble is burst by proof that abundant literature 
of other lands did exist in the age for which 
ancient and orthodox belief has claimed a place 
for the writings of Moses. To the believing 
heart that receives in simplicity the record of 
man’s creation, and knows that with God all 
things are possible, there need be no difficulty 
in concluding that our first parent was gloriously 
fashioned in body, soul, and spirit, able to com- 
prehend and also to declare the glory of God 
and the wonders of His power in the visible 
universe; able also to outpour his heart’s emo- 
tions in words of adoration and praise. 

We need not here pause to recount the story 
of the Fall, but proceed at once with our pur- 
pose in this chapter to present the contrasts 
between the Christ of God and Adam before 
and after his fall. 

And first with regard to outward presentment. 
What we have ventured to suggest as character- 
ising man unfallen is consonant with all the 
probabilities of the case, accepting as we loyally 
do the narrative in Genesis, and rejecting as 
profane trifling the guesses of modern evolution- 
ists. The Gospels maintain unbroken silence 
on the subject of Christ’s personal appearance, 
but Scripture elsewhere is not so reticent. His 
acceptance by Israel was not to depend upon 
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His stature and strength, as in the case of Saul, 
nor because He was ‘‘ ruddy, and of a beautiful 
countenance, and goodly to look upon,” like 
David. The evangelical prophet leaves us in 
no uncertainty upon these points; and be it 
remarked, we cannot select verses which tell of 
Christ’s substitutionary sufferings and death, 
accepting them as literal and building upon 
them great doctrines, and then take the adjoin- 
ing verses to mean something figurative and 
fanciful. A capricious exegesis of this kind, in- 
appositely called ‘‘ spiritualising’’ (!), has made 
many infidels, and is well fitted to shake the 
foundations of belief. Here is Isaiah’s inspired 
description of our Lord’s appearance, ‘‘A root 
out of a dry ground: He hath no form or come- 
liness; and when we shall see Him, there is no 
beauty that we should desire Him.” Charles 
Lamb in one of his Essays spoke (no doubt in 
a spirit of banter) of “‘the lying poets”; we, 
dwelling upon our present subject, might speak 
in all seriousness of ‘‘ the lying painters,” who 
in ages when art was at its best, endeavouring 
to depict the Son of God as He appeared upon 
earth (an impossible task, and we fear an un- 
lawful pursuit), have sought to surround His 
head with a halo which it never wore, save 
perhaps on the Mount of Transfiguration, and 
to present features and form clothed in a beauty 
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which we reverently and humbly venture to 
affirm never pertained to Him during His earthly 
ministry. Again and again we need to be re- 
minded, ‘‘The Lord seeth not as man seeth; 
for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 

When we turn from the outward and visible 
to the real inwardness of things, we are im- 
pressed with the unapproachable grandeur of 
the man Christ Jesus. We can hardly lay hold 
of anything in the recorded life of Adam that 
would afford us material for measuring his men- 
tal stature. In all likelihood it was lofty and 
capable of reaching forth to highest problems. 
Already we have alluded to the example afforded 
us in the great assemblage of living creatures, 
when he called them all by their names. As to 
the grasp and power of our Lord, in the sphere 
of thought and its expression, we have no room 
for doubt. Even at the age of twelve ‘“‘in the 
temple, in the midst of the doctors, both hear- 
ing them, and asking them questions: all that 
heard Him were astonished at His understand- 
ing and answers.” After He entered upon His 
public ministry a frequently recurrent incident 
in Gospel story is the questioning or opposition 
by Pharisee or Sadducee, and the defeat of these 
bitter foes on every occasion when they sought 
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to entangle Him in His talk. Take, for example, 
four consecutive instances in a single chapter. 
His opponents demand the production of His 
authority to be a teacher; in reply He puts 
them in a dilemma concerning their attitude 
towards John the Baptist. They think to in- 
volve Him in some treasonable expression about 
the Roman power when they ask His opinion 
about paying the tribute-money; but whilst ac- 
knowledging the place and authority of earthly 
rule, He vindicatés the claims of the divine 
power in its pre-eminence. Questioned con- 
cerning the great doctrine of resurrection, He 
proves from their sacred writings the antiquity 
of the belief that the dead rise again. His 
replies were so surprising, so convincing, so 
overwhelming, that we cannot wonder if, in their 
discomfiture, it is recorded “‘they durst not ask 
Him any questions at all.”’ But our Lord, tak- 
ing the aggressive, turns upon them with apt 
quotation from Ps. cx., and leaves them per- 
plexed with the problem that David’s son is also 
David’s Lord. Whether in coping with subtle 
satanic suggestions and misuse of Holy Scrip- 
ture, or meeting the casuistry and snares of 
envious Pharisee or rationalistic Sadducee, the 
man Christ Jesus invariably proved Himself to 
be ‘‘ Christ the wisdom of God.” 
Cc 
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But it is to other aspects than those of physi- 
cal beauty or intellectual mastery that we must 
rise if we would discover the crowning greatness 
of Jesus Christ. Moral grandeur and spiritual 
ascendancy place Him higher far, not merely 
than Adam, but above all saints and teachers 
throughout the ages. We do not stay to quote 
from Christ’s teachings ; but we ask, What ethics 
can bear comparison with those of the Sermon 
on the Mount? and what spiritual leader in all 
time has risen to such heights as our Lord led 
His followers in the discourses and prayers of 
John’s Gospel? For comparison with Adam we 
need give but passing notice to the two tempta- 
tions —the failure of our first parent in the 
garden of Eden, the triumph of our Lord in 
the wilderness. It is not for us to pass harsh 
judgment upon Adam; rather need we every 
one to take this attitude, ‘‘ considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted.” To the eye of God, 
and to us also, the testing of Adam must ever 
stand out as an awful failure, involving as it did 
the whole human race in ruin. The narrative 
tells us of the man’s compliance with the sin 
which his wife first committed ; it tells us too of 
the seeming blame which he cast upon his wife 
when taxed with his sin; but we do not know 
how much his compliance was influenced by a 
desire that his wife should not suffer alone the 
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penalty of her sin. We turn from the saddening 
scene and find relief in the thought that Adam 
and Eve, like their son Abel, sought and found 
forgiveness through atoning blood and will be 
among the redeemed in glory. When we look 
at the circumstances in which the blessed Son 
of God was tempted, out in the wilderness with 
no human sympathy at hand, faint and hungry 
after forty days of fasting, meeting the relent- 
less foe of His heavenly Father and of the whole 
human race, whose destinies at that hour hung 
in the balance, what a stupendous effort of un- 
bending will, of moral courage, of spiritual self- 
control, enabling him to meet the strong man 
armed and to foil him with the sword of the 
Spirit. And when the two temptations were 
over, another great contrast is furnished. Adam 
_hears the voice of the Lord and hides himself 
from the presence of the Lord amongst the trees 
of the garden; but God’s beloved Son, ‘‘in all 
whose words and tone not one shadow of self- 
reproach or self-discontent appears, looks from 
first to last untroubled in the face of His un- 
troubled Father,” in that undisturbed harmony 
of blessed and holy purpose which pervades the 
all-wise Godhead. 

We might dwell fora moment on the indica- 
tion in the chapter before us, afforded by the 
quotation from Ps. ii. 4-6, that from the begin- 
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ning God had a very glorious destiny for our 
race. The alternative reading runs thus, ‘‘ Thou 
madest him a little while lower than the an- 
gels”; this we are permitted to look at in two 
ways: it is verified in the person of Jesus Christ 
“made a little lower than the angels”’; in His 
humiliation taking our human nature, though 
apart from sin, and passing through the shame 
of the cross, of death, and of the grave; yet 
‘because of the suffering of death crowned with 
glory and honour,” and given a name and a 
place higher far than all the angels of God. It 
is also true of redeemed men, who are at present 
lower than angels, surrounded with earthly limi- 
tations in which they are ‘‘cabined, cribbed, 
confined,” but from which ere long they will 
emerge to roam through wider spheres, and, 
with faculties all cleansed from taint of sin, may 
‘then fully accomplish God’s purpose in creating 
them. Wecan but exclaim again and again in 
Sate 45 wonder at God’s grace and patience, ‘‘ What is 
man, that Thou art mindful of him? and the 
Son of man, that Thou shouldest visit him?” 
and we are cast back upon this thought, God 
cannot be defeated by Satan; He will recover 
the creature made in His own image from sin 
and curse and death, and so renew him that he 
will accomplish all God’s good pleasure. But 
at what tremendous cost has this renewing pro- 
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cess been secured! ‘‘ Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, because He laid down His life for 
us.”” We love that expression in Paul’s Epistle 
to Titus, ‘‘ God our Saviour,” God gave us His 
Son; yea more, God gave us Himself. 

We have dwelt upon the contrast between 
Adam, as he came forth from the hand of God, 
in all the beauty of form and perfection of 
faculty with which His maker endowed him, 
and the probably unattractive appearance of 
Jesus of Nazareth as He came forth into His 
public ministry. But we may not overlook 
two pictures of our Lord, in which He is 
presented for our 
which He far transcends Adam even in the 
beginning of his strength, ere that strength 
was impaired by sin. Let us look at these side 
by side :— 


adoring wonder, and in 


“YT looked, and, behold, one 
clothed in linen, whose loins were 
girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 
His body also was like the beryl, 
and His face as the appearance 
of lightning, and His eyes as 
lamps of fire, and His arms and 
His feet like in colour to polished 
brass, and the voice of His words 
like the voice of a multitude.’”— 
Daria X05; 0. 


“‘T saw one like unto the Son 
of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about 
the paps with a golden girdle. 
His head and His hairs were 
white like wool, as white as snow ; 
and His eyes were as a flame of 
fire; and His feet like unto fine 
brass, as if they burned in a fur- 
nace; and His voice as the sound 
of many waters. And He had in 
His right hand seven stars: and 
out of His mouth went a sharp 
two-edged sword: and His coun- 
tenance was as the sun shineth in 
His strength.”’—Rev. i. 13-16. 
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“We see not yet all things put under Him”; 
but the day is fast approaching when we shall. 
God has designed that upon this earthly scene 
we shall have a perfect Ruler, a holy people, 
an age of peace and righteousness, such as our 
poor world has never yet witnessed; and that 
epoch will be ushered in by the descent of the 
glorious and mighty Lord who is described 
above, accompanied by “‘the myriads of His 
saints, to execute judgment upon all,” to 
“eather out of His kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity.” 

One more contrast between Adam and Christ 
may suffice, though several are prominently set 
forth in Paul’s memorable chapter upon resur- 
rection—these, for example, ‘‘ The first man 
Adam was made a living soul, the last Adam 
was made a quickening Spirit’’: ‘the first man 
is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.” But let us fix our attention 
upon two verses of wonderful solemnity and 
grandeur, “‘ Since by man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” Do not forget that death is part of 
the curse; death is an abhorred enemy, and not 
a friend in disguise as some would tell us. Death 
is a most hateful thing, whether we look at its 
origin, the horror of its presence, or its con- 
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sequences. ‘‘Sin entered into the world, and Rom.v. 12. 
death through sin; and so death passed unto 
all men, for that all sinned.” And whilst in 
union with Christ one enemy after another may 
be overcome and disposed of, the dire fact 
remains, ‘‘ the Jast enemy that shall be abolished 1 Cor. xv. 
is death.’ ‘‘ Notwithstanding all the sentimental sg 
and ornamental nonsense our pious poets sing 
about death and the grave, the honest prose 
truth is they are both a vile curse. Reason 
and argue as modern materialistic scientists 
may, if the Bible be God’s truth, the corruption 
of death is sin in the concrete. Death is not 
benign natural law in its normal operation, but 

it is that natural law broken and avenging 
itself. Yes, this death-corruption is the result 
of the abnormal derangement of the tissues and 
humours of the human body by the infection of 
hereditary sin. This corruption is the conse- 
quence of the poisoning of our atmosphere by 
sin, so that every breath we inhale contains so 
much vitiated air drawn into our lungs and 
through our lungs into our blood. This corrup- 
tion taints and vitiates all our food, because 
that food has sprung from a soil poisoned by 
the curse of God on sin. Sin materialised 
equals corruption.”’! It is in the line of this 
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subject that we discover the highest display of 
the supreme excellency of Christ. Whilst our 
forefather Adam imposed upon all his descen- 
dants the heritage of sin, an entail from which 
the accompanying condition of death could not 
be cut off, and thus our race, ‘through fear of 
death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage” ; 
at length, in fulness of time, there steps upon 
this scene of death the Mighty Deliverer, who 
by His appearing ‘‘ abolished death, and brought 
life and incorruption to light through the Gospel.” 
Not only at Capernaum and Nain and Bethany 
did He manifest His power to raise the dead; 
but He claimed this power in respect of His own 
life, ‘‘ Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up. . . . But He spake of the temple 
of His body.” ‘‘I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again’’; and in 
another place He is described as a priest who 
‘‘hath been made after the power of an endless 
[or indissoluble] life”; ‘‘ And if Christ hath not 
been raised, then your faith is vain.” But our 
faith, believers, is not vain, neither is our hope 
vain, ‘‘ For the Lord Himself shail descend from 
heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we that are 
alive, that are left, shall together with them be 
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caught up into the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 


Brother, or sister, who reads these pages, are 
you still in Adam, the place of insecurity and of 
death ? or have you been transferred to the city 
of refuge, where the avenger, Satan, cannot 
touch you? are you ‘‘in Christ”? If you have 
‘“‘ passed out of death into life,” take another by John v. 24. 
the hand, tell what a resting-place you have 


found, 
“ And sing of His love once again, 
Of the love that can never decay.” 
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JESUS CHRIST GREATER THAN MOSES. 


_ (HEBREWS III.) 


ABRAHAM, the friend of God; Israel, the prince 
with God; Moses, the man of God ;—such are 
the titles of true nobility which distinguish some 
of the fathers of the chosen race. And of all 
the illustrious names which stand out conspicu- 
ous in sacred history, no one can claim a higher 
place than Moses, as no one occupies so large a 
space in the record of God’s dealings with His 
people and His people’s foes. Forty years of 
golden youth and high command; forty years 
of seclusion, keeping sheep in the land of 
Midian; forty years of crowded life as leader 
of the host of Israel out of captivity up to the 
verge of the land of promise. The first period 
on the steps of the throne, ‘‘ learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, mighty in words and 
in deeds,” and with possibility of becoming like 
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Joseph “ruler over all the land of Egypt,” his 
heart as yet unmoved by the oppression of his 
people; then the great turning-point, the sharp 


‘and sudden severance from his past with all its 


alluring earthly splendours, and the long years 
of waiting and, we may suppose, of meditation 
and preparation for the career marked out for 
him by Jehovah; and then the moment when 
with God-begotten daring he encountered the 
haughty Egyptian monarch and spoke to him, 
not in the language of a courtier but as the 
ambassador of One higher than the kings of the 
earth, and inaugurated his leadership of Israel, 
earning a name anda fame of undying interest 
as the instrument in God’s hand for raising out 
of the disheartened and demoralised slaves of 
Egypt a mighty and memorable nation. 

We get a glimpse of the natural impetuosity 
of Moses in his summary disposal of the Egyp- 
tian whom he found smiting an Israelite, and in 
his abrupt interference next day between two 
Hebrews. They saw in the man before them one 
of the highest rank,—his bearing, his attire, the 
arrangement of his hair, and above all his tone 
of command, told them he was a prince and a 
ruler of the Egyptians; but one of them de- 
mands, ‘‘ Who made thee a prince and a ruler 
over us?” Here was food for reflection; and 
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when the further query is put, “‘ Thinkest thou 
to kill me as thou killedst the Egyptian?” 
Moses found his life-plan getting entangled in 
very unexpected fashion. Be it observed that: 
the introduction to the foregoing episode tells 
us he had ‘‘gone out unto his brethren and 
looked upon their burdens.” Had there been 
some faithful Israelitish monitor reminding him 
now and again “‘you are no Egyptian”? Had 
his conscience been awakened by the God of 
Israel to realise that to share in Egyptian 
idolatries and to suffer without protest the 
continued oppression of his own people was 
unbecoming a descendant of Israel? Had he 
strolled forth that morning to see whether the 
oppression was so dreadful as he had been told 
it was? Was his heart roused to madness and 
rebellion when he saw positive proof of what 
the oppression really meant, and when then and 
there he passionately slew the Egyptian? And 
how mean and unworthy must he have felt 
when the Israelite, taking him for an Egyptian 
princeling, questioned his right to interfere in 
his family quarrel. Disgusted with himself for 
wearing false colours, as these rich garments 
would now appear to him, and hurried into 
swift resolve by the wrath of the king, he be- 
takes himself to flight, and Pharaoh’s court was 
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glad to be rid of an ambitious intruder ; for not- 
withstanding his splendid gifts and his great 
acquirements, he was felt to be an alien, and 
there would be little desire in that great heathen 
court for a repetition of the surprising career of 
Joseph who, four hundred years earlier, had 
virtually ruled the destinies of Egypt. 
“Everything comes,” it is said, ‘‘to the man 
who can wait.” From a mere human stand- 
point we might speak thus concerning Moses 
spending his years in that lengthened obscurity 
which succeeded his brilliant youth. We had 
better try to put it from a higher standpoint, 
and suggest that God can make wonderful use 
of the man who, relinquishing great earthly 
prospects, can take a lowly place and receive his 
lessons from God Himself. How far the idol- 
atries of Egypt had submerged the children of 
Israel we have no means of knowing,—their 
perversities and murmurings and disobedience 
after leaving Egypt gave little evidence of faith 
in the living God or submission to His will; 
but, as in every other age, there was doubtless 
a faithful remnant with high hope that their 
fathers’ God would accomplish all He had 
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and 
this faith may have had fitful reception and 
perhaps repeated rejection in the heart of 


GREATER THAN MOSES. 49 


Moses. Whilst “learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians,” his thirst for knowledge may 
have rendered him familiar with the history and 
prospects of his own people, and sometimes 
give colour to visions of future greatness, if, 
in these earlier days, he dreamed of playing 
the véle of Israel’s deliverer in the strength of 
mere human wisdom. But now all such dreams 
are forgotten; an undignified exit from the land 
of the oppressor as a solitary wanderer is the 
present part which Moses has to play; he quits 
the magnificence and civilisation of Egypt and 
finds himself more an alien than ever,—a 
“stranger in the land of Midian,’’ amid no- 
madic tribes without culture, unendowed with 
the promises of God, idolators though after 
another fashion than the fashion of Egypt, and 
he becomes son-in-law to the priest of Midian. 


“ Sweet are the uses of adversity.” 


Was it during the long years of shepherding 
that there was inwrought into the fibre of his 
life that lovely characteristic which made it 
possible to say of him afterwards, ‘‘ Now the 
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of wisdom, and of meeting the wise of his own 
period; now he was in the best position for 
contemplating the wonders of God’s creation 
and marking His steps in the providential 
ordering of the world; and in the untainted 
air of the mountains and valleys where he led 
his flock he became girded with strength, his 
eye grew clearer and his nerve firmer as he 
practised the self-restraint and endured the 
hardship incident to the lfe of an Eastern 
shepherd. Morally and physically his powers 
increased to full stature; and to this central 
period of his career may be attributed the 
gathering of the inward strength of purpose 
which held out through all the trials of the 
desert wanderings, and the bodily vigour which 
made it possible at their close for men to say 
“his eye was not dim, nor his natural force 
abated.” Something more was needed, how- 
ever, ere Moses could be commissioned to 
become “‘ leader and commander of the people” ; 
spiritual contact with Him who could fully endow 
him and then send him forth fitted for otherwise 
impossible achievement. The vision of God 
was not withheld, and at Horeb the foundations 
of his faith were deeply laid; and though hesi- 
tancy to accept the great commission of deliv- 
erer marks the whole of the interview at the 
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burning bush, in the end the assurance of the 
presence and the power of God brought him to 
decision and compelled his return to Egypt. 

In estimating the place and character of 
Moses we should mark well one marvellous 
_ distinction which was bestowed upon him, and 

which must have imparted stability to all he 
planned for God and for his people. It is best 
described in the words of Holy Writ, and was 
called forth by what seems to have been a 
trivial circumstance, a family jar, arising out of 
Moses’s marriage to a Cushite woman. It was 
the occasion too for the mention of the meek- 
ness of Moses, already referred to. Jehovah 
administered severe. rebuke to Miriam and 
Aaron, and then proclaims the difference in 
His communications with Moses from those He 
vouchsafed to all other prophets; ‘‘ with him” 
said the Lord, ‘‘ will I speak mouth to mouth, 
even manifestly, and not in dark speeches; and 
the form of the Lord shall he behold.” What 
a glorious intimacy was established between 
God and this chosen vessel, inspiring not awe 
alone but confidence, prompting to holy and 
lowly living as well as to heroic action when 
the occasion arose. And here one other 
reflection is pressed upon us—the wonderful 
place conceded to men recognised as prophets 
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in olden time; we refer rather to the forth- 
teller of God’s messages and warnings than to 
the foreteller of things to come. How sacred 
was the prophet’s person; it appears as though 
he came and went as a privileged and God- 
guarded being, penetrating even to the courts of 
kings, and daring to tell them and evil-doers 
everywhere what was the mind of God. One 
feels inclined to wonder that Pharaoh did not 
order Moses off for instant execution ere he 
announced the plagues, or that in a later age 
Ahab did not anticipate the scene upon Carmel 
by commanding his armour-bearer to cut down 
the prophet Elijah. But no; in the presence of 
the man clothed with the power of God and 
armed with a message from God, the kings of 
the earth could but listen, and then disobey at 
their peril. Where are our prophets to-day? 
where are the men fully possessed and indwelt 
of God, conscious that they bear a message from 
God, unabashed in their delivery of that message 
in the face of all the world’s opposing forces, 
whether of rank or of wealth, of intellect or 
of human wisdom? Oh for men to-day whom 
neither devil nor man, however mighty, can 
reduce to silence, or by evil influence blunt the 
edge of the sword of the Spirit put into the 
grasp of the Lord’s messenger ! 
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What a moment was that when Moses, in 
company with Aaron his brother, thrust himself 
upon the notice of the new Pharaoh, and with 
startling abruptness demanded leave for the 
Israelites to hold a feast in the wilderness; and 
how kingly is the attitude of the great monarch, 
as with daring equal to that of the intruder 
he frankly refuses to let the people go; and, 
with the magnificent temples of the Egyptian 
gods in full view from his palace, how con- 
temptuous his exclamation, ‘‘ Who is Jehovah, 
that I should hearken to His voice? I know 
not Jehovah, neither will I let Israel go.” 
Moses had much to learn between the day 
when he smote the Egyptian and the day when 
he stood before Pharaoh to make request for his 
people; Pharaoh had much to learn between 
the hour of that first interview with Moses and 
the midnight hour when a great cry was heard 
throughout all the land of Egypt, ‘‘for there 
was not a house where there was not one dead.” 
We need not recapitulate the nine intervening 
plagues through which Egypt was brought low, 
though the king’s heart remained unhumbled ; 
we no longer see Moses as the suppliant for an 
undisciplined multitude of slaves asking favour 
of a despotic ruler, but Moses the acknowledged 
leader of a mighty host of free men standing on 
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the shores of the sea which had overwhelmed 
their enemies, and singing the redemption song 
of a liberated nation. 


“ Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown ; ’ 


and although the head of Moses was never girt 
with a golden diadem, he exercised true king- 
ship and endured to the full the cares and 
burdens of leadership, even in measure such as 
few others have ever borne before or after him. 
Listen to his complaint when the people mur- 
mured, with hankerings after the good things 
of Egypt, till the anger of the Lord burnt 
among them, ‘‘Have I conceived all this 
people? have I brought them forth, that thou 
shouldest say, Carry them in thy bosom, as a 
nursing father carrieth the sucking child, unto 
the land which Thou swarest unto their 
fathers?” What a catalogue of murmurings 
we find in the record of the desert march! 
murmurings at Marah and at Rephidim; at 
Kibroth-hattaavah, and at Paran and at Zin; 
the rebellion of Korah and his company; and 
worst of all, the lapse into idolatry, with the 
connivance of Aaron, whilst the leader was in 
the mount with God receiving the Law from 
His lips. Think of other burdens laid upon 
Moses, judging all the causes between the 
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people until Jethro remonstrated, and some of Num. xxii.- 
the authority was devolved upon the seventy = 
elders. Think of the elaborate details of the 
Tabernacle and its service all needing to be con- 
formed to the pattern shown in the mount—for 
he only who had seen the pattern could super- 
intend the artificers who completed all the 
parts and set it up in order, beauty, and per- 
fection! But not only as statesman and judge 
and as highest authority in the worship and 
offerings of Israel, he had further to come forth 
as warrior and diplomatist to meet and to de- 
feat Amalek at Rephidim, to negotiate with 
Edom about a passage through their border, to 
overthrow Sihon king of the Amorites and Og 
king of Bashan, and to take ‘possession of 
their lands; to encounter the awakened fears 
of Balak king of Moab, combined with the in- 
sidious cunning of Balaam, which resulted in 
the shameful episode at Shittim with its disas- 
trous results to Israel. Little wonder if the 
great heart of this great leader had been well- 
nigh broken when overwhelmed with the tre- 
mendous weight of responsibility he had to 
carry, and with the base ingratitude of the 
people for whom he so nobly sacrificed all 
thought of ease and repose. Little wonder if 
once he was surprised into saying and doing 


Num, xx, 
LOW ts 


Exod. 
XXXll. II- 
10 


56 JESUS CHRIST 


something unlike himself and dishonouring to 
his Lord; that when commanded to ‘speak 
unto the rock,” he spoke unadvisedly with his 
lips, ‘‘ Hear now, ye rebels; shall we bring you 
forth water out of this rock? And Moses lifted 
up his hand, and smote the rock with his rod 
twice:” an utterance and an act which cost him 
exclusion from the land of promise to his bitter 
sorrow.? 

In considering the grandeur of the character 
of Moses we cannot omit reference to the high 
level which he reached in prayer, transcending 
even Abraham’s memorable pleadings on behalf 
of Sodom. When the people in the wilderness 
had corrupted themselves by worshipping the 
golden calf, and Jehovah’s anger waxed hot as 
if to consume them, Moses ventured upon the 
intirmacy which the Lord Himself had established 
between His servant and Himself to use a most 
powerful argument for sparing the offenders, 
‘Why doth Thy wrath wax hot against Thy 
people, which Thou has brought forth out of the 


1 Moses’s failure in the wilderness of Zin is a type foreshadow- 
ing the awful blasphemy of Rome in the so-called sacrifice of the 
Mass. Christ our Rock was smitten once, and once for all, and 
the water of life flows forth: and ever since we haye but to 
“*speak unto the Rock” and water of life flows forth, How 
dare men ‘‘crucify the Son of God afresh and put Him to an 
open shame” ? 
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land of Egypt? . . . Wherefore should the 
Egyptians speak, saying, For evil did He bring 
them forth, to slay them in the mountains? 

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
Thy servants, to whom Thou swarest by Thine 
own self.” How skilfully he lays the responsi- 
bility of the exodus upon the Lord, how co- 
gently he presses the dishonour that would come 
to the name of the Lord if destruction overtook 
the people, how irresistibly he pleads the oath 
of God to the patriarchs! Intercession such as 
this could not but prevail. 

We have referred to the extraordinary variety 
of parts which the great leader was called upon 
to play, in all of which he displayed mastery. 
We have not noticed the gift of song bestowed 
upon him, called faith at the beginning of his 
mission and again near its close; on the desert 
side of the Red Sea, a song of victory; and, as 
he approached the brink of the river of death, a 
song of praise to Jehovah as the Rock, with 
dirge-like reminiscences of the people’s sin in 
departing from the living God. Again, mys- 
terious mention is made of a future outburst of 
song, when the victors over the beast in apoca- 
lyptic vision, with harps of God in their hands, 
will “‘ sing the song of Moses the servant of God, Rey, xv, 
and the song of the Lamb”’; raising to a height * * 
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of glorious association with Jesus Christ this 
man who so faithfully served his generation 
according to the will of God. 

For whilst because of his trespass in smiting 
the rock Moses was not permitted to pass over 
to the goodly promised land, but was buried in 
a valley of Moab by the Lord, not escaping the 
dishonour of death, yet he was not suffered 
long to remain in the devil’s prison - house. 
Type of the saints in resurrection, as Elijah be- 
came type of the saints who will in a moment 
be changed without passing through death, 
Moses seems to have burst the bands of death 
and to have gained his resurrection body not- 
withstanding the devil’s contention with Michael 
the archangel, and in the glorious transfigura- 
tion scene with our Lord and Elijah found him- 
self at last in the beloved land which he had 
viewed from Pisgah and longed to enter; at 
length his desire granted in company of the 
Blessed One. 

That there can be no equality though most 
sweet and lofty communion between Moses and 
Jesus Christ, is decisively settled by the voice 
from heaven when the three disciples proposed 
on the Mount of Transfiguration to set up three 
tabernacles, one for Christ, one for Moses, and 
one for Elias, ‘“‘This is My beloved Son, in 
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whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him”: an 
edict from the throne of God which long ago 
had been put into the mouth of Moses himself 
in his prophetic capacity, ‘‘ The Lord thy God 
will raise up unto thee a prophet from the 
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto Him shall ye hearken.”” And, in the third 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews another 
thought is emphasised, the greater honour which 
pertains to the builder of the house over any 
servant within the house, the higher place which 
the son of the house occupies above the most 
trusted servant of the house. 

Beyond the circle of the Jewish people,—and 
let us keep in view throughout this epistle that 
it is addressed to believing Jews,—the place 
which Moses occupies in the world’s history 
is the place of the Lawgiver. In that great 
section of his God-appointed work he stands 
unigue as the channel through which has 
flowed, not to the Jewish people alone but to 
all Christian peoples, in fact to the civilised 
world, a code of laws which has impressed 
itself throughout all intervening ages upon the 
legislation of the Western and of considerable 
portions of the Eastern world, and to-day holds 
its place firmly in the most highly favoured 
lands. How is it possible to account for this 
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phenomenon unless we concede the operation 
of supernatural causes? Either we must admit 
that the finger and the voice of God are here, 
or else that from a comparatively small people 
and in a primitive age there arose a man so 
filled with mere human wisdom and foresight 
that he has been able to impose upon all suc- 
ceeding ages a code of morals and a rule of 
life which our race has submissively taken to 
be divine. Yet in respect of the blessing 
which instrumentally the lawgiver Moses has 
bestowed we find room for betterment, and we 
have promise for the chosen people of some- 
thing in their great future more efficacious for 
law-abiding permanent security; one greater 
than Moses is needed to complete their blessed- 
ness, ‘‘ The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 
lawgiver, the Lord is our king; He will save us.” 
And for the Church of God there is something 
higher still, for while ‘‘the law was given by 
Moses, grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 

In all the varied and beautiful display of 
“the manifold wisdom of God,’ no example 
more excites our wonder or touches our hearts 
than His choice of the circumstances in which 
Christ was born into this world. Not in the 
palace, surrounded by a retinue of servants 
and all that wealth could furnish to make His 


GREATER THAN MOSES. 61 


young life easy and joyous, but in the manger 
at Bethlehem, and from thence borne in swift 
flight to escape the massacre of the innocents. 
Not reared in Jerusalem at the feet of the 
learned teachers of the day, but spending boy- 
hood and youth in obscure Nazareth, even 
there “‘learning obedience by the things which 
He suffered.” For how otherwise could He 
have proved Himself the Saviour, the solace 
and support of earth’s toilers throughout all 
ages; the man of sorrows to show sympathy 
with all sorrow; and the homeless wanderer 
coming down to the level of the poor and 
needy? But what a contrast in all this to 
the early lot of Moses, tenderly nurtured in the 
house of Pharaoh’s daughter, and surrounded 
with every advantage that could be got from 
the culture and refinement then known to 
mankind. But even with his lowly Nazareth 
upbringing, behold our Lord at twelve years 
of age, taught of God, astonishing the doctors 
of the law at Jerusalem with His understand- 
ing and His answers. 

If we had had our choice we might have wished 
that He who became “‘the Lord our Shepherd ”’ 
should, like Jacob and Moses and David, have 
passed his earlier years as shepherd upon the 
mountains of Israel; but the all-wise God ap- 
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pointed for Him the home of the carpenter and 
its village surroundings, a more toilsome lot and 
in closer accord with ‘all who labour and are 
heavy laden.”’ What vast difference in the be- 
ginnings of the ministry of Moses and of Christ! 
The former takes his first step with the con- 
sciousness that he will have the whole people 
of Israel with him in sympathy, and that he 
enjoys the counsel and help of Aaron his brother; 
but our Lord ‘‘came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not”; and his very kinsmen, 
from whom He might have hoped for encour- 
agement, said, ‘‘He is beside Himself.” How 
few the followers who cast in their lot with 
Him during His brief manifestation to Israel, 
and even they forsook Him and fled in His hour 
of sorest trial ! 

Moses the lawgiver failed, like all others of 
our fallen human race, to ‘‘ magnify the law and 
make it honourable’”’; this remained for Christ, 
who alone could say, ‘‘ Lo, I came; in the volume 
of the book it is written of Me, I delight to do 
Thy will, O my God; yea, Thy law is within 
my heart.” And at His first coming He claimed 
the performance of that prophetic utterance, 
when in the Sermon on the Mount He announced, 
‘Think not that Iam come to destroy the law, 
or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but 
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to fulfil.” And thus at the close of His earthly 
ministry He wrote completeness over two vast 
departments of God’s purposes, ‘‘I have fin- John xvii. 
ished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.” * 
Perfect obedience rendered to all the will of 

God in active ministry and stainless life; and, 
thereafter, when He exclaimed, ‘‘ It is finished !’’ John xix. 
as He offered up His spotless soul and shed His *” 
precious blood, an all-sufficient because infinite 
sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

‘As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- John iii. 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: ee 
that whosoever believeth may in Him have eternal 
life.’ Behold, in this object-lesson, the tran- 
scendent glory of Jesus Christ. The miracles 
wrought by Moses in Egypt were destructive 
and a terror to the enemies of God; his mir- 
acles in the desert were beneficent, like those 
of Jesus Christ in His earthly ministry; the 
people’s gaze upon the serpent of brass restored 
their bodily health, neutralised the poison in 
their veins, and put a temporary arrest upon 
death to the many thousands of Israel; the 
uplifting of Christ upon the cross has cancelled 
the power of indwelling sin, has imparted spirit- 
ual health and bestowed eternal life upon millions 
of believing souls throughout all the Christian 

3 : ° Delite 
ages. Moses, who is described as “king in xxxiii, s, 


Heb. iii. 2. 
Heb. xi. 
27. 

Rey, i. 5. 
Rev, iii. 14. 
Rev. xi, 6. 


64 JESUS CHRIST 


Jeshurun,” enjoys this golden character—‘“ faith- 
ful in all His [i.e., God’s] house”; up to his 
measure of ability and willingness this great 
servant “endured, as seeing Him who is invis- 
ible.” Buta greater than Moses is here—even 
‘Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born 
of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the 
earth’; ‘‘the faithful and true witness, the be- 
ginning of the creation of God.” 

The testimony of Moses did not cease with 
his death and burial, it was renewed, as we have 
seen in the transfiguration scene; and it is to 
be renewed in the closing three and a half years 
of this dispensation, during the great tribulation 
consequent upon the rule of the personal anti- 
christ, when God’s ‘‘two witnesses’’ will come 
upon that awful scene armed with miraculous 
power. That these witnesses are Moses and 
Elijah, the mention of the nature of their mir- 
acles leaves little room to doubt ; ‘‘ power over 
the waters to turn them into blood, and to 
smite the earth with every plague”; ‘‘ power 
to shut the heaven that it rain not during the 
days of their prophecy.” But Moses has been 
bearing witness, with all the subsequent pro- 
phets of Israel, uninterruptedly up to this very 
hour; for in Jewish synagogues in all the lands 
of their dispersions, as in the days of Paul so 
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also now, ‘‘ Moses from generations of old hath Acts xv. 


in every city them that preach him, being read 
in the synagogues every sabbath.’’ And what is 
the witness of Moses? It is a witness to the 
unity of the only living and true God, and a pro- 
test against all pagan idolatry, and—alas! that 
it should be needed—a protest against the idola- 
tries of apostate Christendom. Whilst the wit- 
ness of Moses has proceeded without cessation 
in centuries before and after Christ to the few 
millions of Jews scattered among the Gentiles, 
a greater, a further-reaching, and a completer 
witness has advanced in statelier procession, 
even— the testimony of Jesus Christ,” - for 
which John was in exile in Patmos, for which 
some of the apostles and a great army of mar- 
tyrs have bled and died, and which “‘the holy 
Church throughout all the world” has acknow- 
ledged, even the ever blessed Trinity of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, including and exceeding 
the belief of Israel. In its completeness the 
testimony of our Lord and the descent and 
presence of the Holy Ghost satisfy all the needs 
of the sinners He has saved, and the saints 
whom He has had in His keeping in life and 
in death ; whilst the marvellous spread of the 
testimony is proof of the divine power which 
invariably accompanies its faithful delivery. 
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“The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of pro- 
phecy.” ‘To Him bear all the prophets witness, 
that through His name every one that believeth 
on Him shall receive remission of sins.” ‘‘ And 
in none other is there salvation: for neither is 
there any other name under heaven, that is 
given among men, wherein we must be saved.” 
We need go no further in asserting the primacy 
of Jesus Christ above every name that is named. 


The reward of Moses may be summed up in 
the word of our Lord, ‘‘ Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant: . . . enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord”; and for you and for me like- 
wise is this grace available, this reward attain- 
able. According to the natural gifts bestowed 
and the spiritual heights we may reach, there are 
possibilities of service and opportunities of sac- 
rifice within the lifetime of every believer. The 
time is short; let us ‘‘use this world as not 
abusing it,’’ cheered by the remembrance of the 
saints who have gone before, and sustained by 
the presence and help of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ in our daily tasks and conflicts. ‘It 
is required in stewards that a man be found 
faithful.” 
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(HEBREWS IV.) 


It has well been said that sacred history as 
recorded in our Holy Scriptures is marked by 
a very wide difference of treatment from that 
which has prevailed amongst the writers of 
secular history. The sins, failures, and apos- 
tasies of Israel have never been slurred over nor 
concealed; the weaknesses and falls of the most 
conspicuous and otherwise admirable saints and 
heroes have been detailed as minutely as their 
excellencies or their prowess. Abraham and 
Jacob had their moments of unworthy compli- 
ance; Moses and Aaron each came short of 
their high calling and destiny, and each at a 
moment of crisis: witness the latter in the sad 
episode when the golden calf was made and 
worshipped, and the former in smiting the rock 
when the Lord with strict limitation had com- 
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manded ‘‘ Speak ye unto the rock before their 
eyes.’ When, therefore, there crosses the scene 
one who, in a long and brilliant career, and 
in the “fierce light’? which promptly discovers 
any weakness such as is common to man, or 
any sin which mars the life and character,— 
when such a one passes unaccused and un- 
scathed through such ordeal, we may be sure we 
have before us a very unusual and a specially 
distinguished son of human race, and every 
detail of his history becomes interesting as it 
cannot fail to be instructive. Such a man was 
Hoshea, the son of Nun, of the tribe of 
Ephraim, whose name Moses altered to Joshua; 
the dormant blessing ‘‘ salvation,” made pro- 
minent and personal in the ‘‘saviour,” Joshua, 
equivalent of the New Testament word Jesus. 
The tender-hearted prophet Jeremiah tells us 
“it is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
in his youth”; and we may ascribe much 
of the future success and distinction that 
awaited Joshua to the circumstances of his early 
life when it was his lot to serve, and to serve 
the greatest man of his time and of his race. 
Our servants are very much what we make them. 
Joshua enjoyed grand opportunities of perceiv- 
ing wherein true greatness consists, of learn- 
ing how men are governed, how great dangers 
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may be averted and great difficulties overcome, 
of measuring the strength and estimating the 
Capacities of other men. He had the observant 
eye, was swift in resolve, and when occasion 
arose, swift to deal a decisive blow. The 
choice by Moses of this young man to be his 
minister was well justified by the faithfulness 
and loyalty which he invariably displayed; the 
only occasion in which they seemed to be not 
entirely of one mind being a manifestation of 
jealousy for the honour of his great master, 
when two unauthorised persons Eldad and 
Medad prophesied in the camp of Israel, 
and Joshua said, ‘‘My lord Moses, forbid 
them.” The noble reply of Moses is not so 
much a rebuke of Joshua as a vindication of the 
Lord’s prerogative of putting His Spirit upon 
whomsoever He willeth, ‘‘ Enviest thou for my 
sake? would God that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, that the Lord would put His 
Spirit upon them!” 

It is characteristic of the position which 
Joshua was subsequently to fill that the first 
mention of him is in his capacity as military 
leader, when at Rephidim he “discomfited 
Amalek and his people with the edge of the 
sword,” on the day when Aaron and Hur on the 
mountain-side held up the hands of Moses until 
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the going down of the sun. But he seems to 
have been admitted to the closest intimacy of 
friendship and fellowship on occasions when 
military skill was not the need of the hour, but 
rather the human sympathy of one who knew 
the great leader’s heart, and who could be 
trusted with the secret things of God: thus we 
read that ‘‘ Moses rose up, and Joshua his minis- 
ter: and Moses went up into the mount of God,” 
leaving below Aaron and Hur and the seventy 
elders of Israel; and after forty days and forty 
nights occupied in receiving Jehovah’s com- 
mands respecting the tabernacle and the priest- 
hood, Joshua is still found with Moses when he 
begins to descend to the plain and to discover the 
awful apostasy of the people; the practised ear 
of Joshua led him to exclaim, ‘‘ There is a noise 
of war in the camp,”’ but Moses realised the true 
state of affairs, and recognised the shoutings of 
the revellers round the golden calf. Again in 
the tent of meeting, pitched outside of the camp 
of Israel, when Moses visited the camp and 
temporarily departed from the holy tent, we are 
told that “his minister Joshua, the son of Nun, 
a young man, departed not out of the tent’’; 
the trusted custodian of the holy place where 
‘the Lord spake unto Moses face to face as a 
man speaketh unto his friend.” Only a truly 
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separated and whole-hearted Israelite could 
have been admitted to the place of confidence 
and nearness to God of this chosen servant. 
On Joshua and Caleb alone was conferred the 
special exemption from wilderness graves,—the 
awful penalty which fell upon the rebellious 
murmurers who accepted the report of the un- 
believing spies; all the men of twenty years old 
and upwards earning this bitter condemnation, 
save the two who trusted God to overcome even 
the Anakim and their fenced cities. What a 
hopeless, cheerless prospect lay before these 
hundreds of thousands of desert wanderers! no 
goodly pleasant land for them, only a lifetime 
of aimless journeying through the great and 
terrible wilderness. Caleb, then forty years of 
age, was apparently older than Joshua, and is 


the spokesman for both. ‘‘Let us go up at 
once and possess the land,” he had said, “‘ for 
we are well able to overcome it.” Faith and 


courage well became this prince of the house of 
Judah, the tribe to which kingly pre-eminence 
was assigned by Jacob in prophecy before he 
died. In the conquest of Canaan there may 
have been some splendid rivalry in daring and 
enterprise between these two brethren in arms, 
Caleb and Joshua; and in the place of pre- 
eminence assigned to Joshua we may discover 
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reasons for the future display of ambition in 
the tribe of Ephraim to which Joshua belonged: 
that tribe would recall the glories of their 
prince who led the Lord’s hosts to victory; 
their overweening pride broke out in the time 
of Gideon, and again in the days of Jephthah, 
and culminated in the rebellion of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, in the reign of Solomon’s 
son, and the setting up of the ten-tribed king- 
dom. 

God put His seal upon Moses’s choice of 
Joshua. ‘‘The Lord said unto Moses, Take 
thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is 
the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; and set 
him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the 
congregation; and give him a charge in their 
sight. And thou shalt put of thine honour upon 
him, that all the congregation may obey. . 
And Moses did so.” It is of some interest to 
note the close connection between Joshua and 
Eleazar the son of Aaron, the second who bore 
the high-priestly dignity; concurrently they led 
the people, the one in the advance through the 
promised land as military leader, the other as 
guardian of the tabernacle of testimony and 
director of the worship of Israel. Concerning 
these two it was ordained that they should 
divide the land amongst the people for their 
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inheritance; and the death of each is recorded 
at the close of the Book of Joshua. 

That Moses’s successor was fully equipped for 
his great career we cannot doubt. Again and 
again the Lord bade Moses to “encourage” the 
new leader; and that the public acknowledg- 
ment and ordination of Joshua had been no 
vain ceremony we know assuredly. ‘‘ Joshua 
the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom ; 
for Moses had laid his hand upon him: and the 
children of Israel hearkened unto him.” He 
did not neglect any military precaution when 
setting forth for the conquest of the land. Re- 
calling probably his experience when Moses sent 
him forth as one of the twelve spies, and that 
he and Caleb alone were found equal to the 
occasion, he selects but two spies, men of cour- 
age and ready for emergency, and his choice of 
them was justified by their behaviour in perilous 
circumstances. He knew the importance of a 
good commissariat in the march of an army, and 
prepared accordingly. He was cheered by the 
divine announcement, just before the miracle of 
drying up the Jordan that the Lord’s ransomed 
people might pass over, ‘‘this day will I begin 
to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel”; and 
no sooner were the people passed over than we 
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magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel.” 
And as regards the people he was careful to 
secure their fresh dedication to the Lord in the 
observance of the neglected rite of circumcision, 
whereby the reproach of Egyptian slavery was 
removed from them, and their remembrance of 
deliverance from that bondage in the renewal of 
the passover feast. 

No such army of infantry had ever been led to 
battle as that immense host of Israel, inured to 
hardship by forty years’ marching and counter- 
marching through the desert. No horses or 
chariots are found in Israel until the decay of 
the monarchy had set in at the close of Solo- 
mon’s reign; and may we not suppose that 
Jehovah’s prohibition of the use of horses con- 
tained some deep meaning,—His unwillingness 
that man made in His own likeness should be 
trampled under foot in the rush of battle by an 
animal of inferior creation ? 

Not without the most solemn sanction was the 
great campaign begun: the vision was granted 
to Joshua of the captain or prince of the} Lord’s 
unseen host assuring him of certain victory ; 
and after the fall of Jericho the Israelites might 
well have sung that only Jehovah’s “‘right hand 
and His holy arm had gotten Him the victory.” 
The check in the career of triumph encountered 
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at Ai gave opportunity to Joshua to display a 
boldness in prayer similar to that of his master 
Moses, as he exclaimed, ‘‘ What wilt thou do Josh. vii. 9. 
for Thy great name?” and also to evince the 
sternness to punish evil-doing so necessary in 

the man who would lead a nation in righteous- Josh. vii. 
ness. We may not linger over the uninter- eee 
rupted successes which awaited Joshua’s leader- 

ship; the great battle when five confederate Josh. x. 
kings were arrayed against him, and a little 

later another battle against four other kings, Josh. xi. 
the feature of these battles being the swiftness 

of the blow which fell upon the enemies of 
Israel, their flight, and the subsequent destruc- 

tion of each of the confederates in turn, until 

we come with a sigh of relief to this welcome 


word, ‘“‘and the land had rest from war.” Josh, xi 
23. 


For war is never the end to be attained, it is 
but the painful process for securing peace; and 
oh, how often does it fail of success? for man 
lacks thoroughness in all his endeavours, and 
cannot write ‘‘complete” over any of his 
achievements. And so the story proceeds to 
tell us ‘‘there remaineth yet very much land to Josh. xiii, 
be possessed”’; and although Joshua lived in 
security and died in honour at a good old age, 
there was not in his time nor in the subsequent 
ages such utter defeat and destruction of Phil- 
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istines and other inhabitants of the land as 
could ensure abiding peace to Israel; nor was 
there such loyalty to Jehovah as could claim the 
divine interposition and protection when their 
foes rose up against them; their abandonment 
of idolatry was fitful and yielding; and the 
records in the Book of Judges show us a people 
_ unstable as water and easily tempted to apos- 
tasy ; in vain was the admonition offered them, 
“To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts’; and because there was no stead- 
fast obedience there could be no permanent 
peace. 

Again our Lord Jesus Christ is presented to 
us, this time in contrast to the old-world leader 
who bore His name and led the people out of 
the wilderness into the pleasant land; who gave 
them many splendid victories over their foes, 
and fulfilled, instrumentally, to a large extent, 
God’s promise to Abraham of Canaan and the 
adjoining countries; but who failed to extirpate 
the inhabitants whose iniquities had overflowed 
the bounds of the divine forbearance, or to in- 
clude in his conquest the larger land which 
Solomon subsequently ruled over, still less the 
more ample territory which a greater than Solo- 
mon must yet possess in accord with the pur- 
pose of Jehovah. 
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Joshua was the servant of Moses; pleasant 
and intensely interesting service under an ac- 
complished leader of men, and in training for 
succession to that leadership. But our Lord, 
“being in the form of God, emptied himself, 
taking the form of a bond servant”’ or slave, 
and until the age of thirty was subject unto His 
earthly parents in the home and workshop at 
Nazareth. Joshua, as we have seen, was “ 
man in whom was the Spirit’’; but Jesus had 
the rare distiriction of “‘ being full of the Holy 
Ghost,” a filling bestowed upon but few of the 
saints of God, so far as Bible story informs us, 
and that not a constant filling but rather a fes- 
tival experience. Jesus Christ was always full 
of the Holy Ghost, for God “‘ giveth not the 
Spirit by measure unto Him.” ‘Grace is poured 
into Thy lips, therefore God hath blessed Thee 
for ever.”” Joshua was admitted to share with 
Moses the revelations from Sinai, and to have 
free access to the sacred precincts of the taber- 
nacle. Jesus Christ could affirm, ‘All things 
have been delivered unto Me of My Father: and 
no one knoweth the Son, save the Father; 
neither doth any know the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whom the Son willeth to reveal Him.” 
‘‘No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
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Father, He hath declared Him.’”’ He descended 
lower far than Joshua in earthly ministry that 
He might enter into sympathy with the poor 
and needy. He transcends Joshua in knowledge 
of God and in intimate acquaintance with all 
that is sacred and secret in the divine purposes. 

We must not pass over the question of lofty 
command and leadership of a conquering host, 
the character in which Joshua is mainly pre- 
sented to us; does Jesus Christ, who at His 
first coming appeared in meekness and lowli- 
ness, possess qualifications for meeting and 
overcoming a vast confederation of the armies 
of the earth? During his brief earthly ministry 
our Lord doubtless exercised a holy self-restraint 
in the manifestation of His power; He used it 
freely for purposes of blessing in His miracles of 
healing and of life-giving; but when His dis- 
ciples suggested His calling down fire from 
heaven upon those who would not receive Him, 
they only met with rebuke. Once, indeed, there 
flashed out a spark of the divine power which 
dwelt within Him, to make it plain that He 
yielded voluntarily and not of constraint, when 
the soldiers sent to apprehend Him ‘“‘ went back- 
ward and fell to the ground.” But a day is 
coming, it may be in the not very distant future, 
when Christ will come forth again no more in 
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the lowly form of a servant, but “on his gar- Rev. xix. 
ment and on His thigh a name written, KING iS 
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS”; when 
shall be fulfilled the prophecy of Enoch, “ Behold, Jude 14, 
the Lord cometh with His holy myriads, to _ 
execute judgment upon all, and to convict all 
the ungodly of all their works of ungodliness 
which they have ungodly wrought, and of all the 
hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him”; and, similarly, as Paul foretold, 
concerning the “revelation of the Lord Jesus 2Thess. i. 
from heaven with the angels of His power in flam- Pe 
ing fire, rendering vengeance to them that know 
not God, and to them that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, 
even eternal destruction from the face of the 
Lord and from the glory of His might”; and as 
our Saviour Himself predicted, ‘‘Then shall Mat. xxiv. 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: sy 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory.” ‘‘The great and terrible day of the Joel ii. x1, 
Lord” is indeed coming, and the peculiar feat- °” 
ure of the warfare which our Lord will wage, 
distinguishing it from all the wars which nations 
have made against other nations, will be the 
lightning speed of the conflict; it is to be not 
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a campaign but a single battle; utter and over- 
whelming and hopeless defeat to the enemy 
though that enemy be the mighty, brilliant, 
satanically endowed antichrist; and in proof 
that the rout is complete, with no possibility of 
rallying the hosts of evil for another contest, we 
have the joyful prospect of peace on earth for a 
thousand years under the benign and righteous 
sway of our triumphant Lord.’ As the heavens 
are higher than the earth, as ‘‘ the armies which 
are in heaven”’ are mightier by far than all array 
of earthly armaments, so does our Lord Jesus 
Christ tower above Moses, Joshua, David, and 
all other leaders of the chosen race; as also 
there is given ‘‘unto Him the name that is 
above every name, that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things on earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Whilst vindicating the place and manifestation 
of Jesus Christ as ‘‘ Lord of hosts,” and claim- 
ing scriptural proof that He will come to organ- 
ise a splendid material victory over earthly and 


1 We need not here refer to the final outburst of Satan at 
the end of the thousand years. See in this connection Mr 
Trench’s valuable book, ‘After the Thousand Years.’ (Morgan 
& Scott.) 


GREATER THAN JOSHUA. 83 


satanic foes, and inaugurate earth’s holiday of 

rest from all alarms of war, a true sabbatic peace 

for all the earth, we should miss the significance 

of the fourth chapter of Hebrews did we stop 

here and remain silent concerning a far deeper 

rest, more enduring than the millennium, because 

lasting through eternal ages; more sweet than 

Micah’s sweet dream for Israel,—a dream that 

will literally be fulfilled,—‘‘ They shall sit every Micah iv. 

man under his vine and under his fig-tree, and * 

none shall make them afraid”; more precious 

than all immunity from conscription or the sights 

and sounds of war within our borders; it is ‘‘ the Phil. iv. 7. 

peace of God which passeth all understanding ”’ ; 

petmiathe truce of God «which men <sick-of 

bloodshed sought to secure in Europe in the 

middle ages, but the very peace of God given 

by the God of peace, ‘“‘who reconciled us to 2 Cor. v. 

Himself through Christ, and gave unto us the = 

ministry of reconciliation.” ‘‘ When He giveth Job xxxiv. 

quietness, who then can make trouble?” ie 
It is peace promised by Christ as His gift to 

the disciples, ‘‘ Peace I leave with you; My peace John xiv. 

I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I 

unto you.” It is peace purchased at a tremen- 

dous cost; He ‘‘ made peace through the blood Col. i. 20. 

of His cross.’ It is peace which in resurrection 

“‘He came and preached to you [Gentiles] that Eph. ii. 17. 
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were far off, and peace to them [Jews] that were 
nigh.” It is a peace that protects from all 
alarms; for “it shall guard [or garrison] your 
heart and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.” Best 
of all, ‘‘He is our peace”; the God-man in 
heaven, who ere He ascended on high uttered 
this thrice-repeated word to His disciples, 
“‘Peace be unto ye,” and is still by the Holy 
Ghost breathing His peace into the souls of 
His tried, suffering, oft-perplexed followers, dis- 
arming their foes, allaying their fears. 

But preliminary to the reception and enjoy- 
ment of this blessed peace, observe the condi- 
tions, ‘‘ He that is entered into his rest, he also 
hath ceased from his own works as God did 
from His.” ‘‘ Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” ‘‘ There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Christ 
must have all the glory, if we are to have the 
joy of His blood-bought peace; if He has made 
peace we could but mar it by attempting to 
alter the terms; to Him we must surrender 
our wills, our thoughts, our affections. When 
in death and resurrection He stormed Satan’s 
fortress and came forth the Victor, all the 
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enemy’s slaves became His by the costly pur- 
chase of His blood; our new Master makes 
all provision for our needs, and to-day He is 
still saying, ‘‘ Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
As the prophet plainly taught Israel long ago, 
“Lord, Thou wilt ordain peace for us: for 
Thou hast also wrought all our works for us”; 
so to-day we hear thé echo of Christ’s expiring 
but exulting cry, ‘‘ It is finished!” and we thank- 
fully accept the reconciliation. 

We might apply the words of Heb. iv. 12 
to Christ Himself the Living Word, as well 
as to the written Word of God. He is ‘quick 
and powerful,” from His mouth proceeds a 
‘‘sharp two-edged sword,” He can pierce to 
the “dividing of soul and spirit,’ He is the 
“‘discerner [or critic] of the thoughts and in- 
tents of our hearts.’’ But lest in terror we 
should hesitate to stand ‘“‘naked and open to 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do,” 
with what sweet persuasion does this chapter 
end, ‘‘ We have not an high priest which cannot 
be touched by the feeling of our infirmities ; but 
one that hath been tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore draw near with 
boldness unto the throne of grace.’ The 
mighty conqueror of Satan, who in awful con- 
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flict and deepest anguish has broken our bonds, 
is also the great Reconciler, making continual 
intercession for sinners and for saints; and, 
until He comes again, will continue to make 
fresh spiritual conquests and bestow His abid- 
ing peace, as men and women obey His word 
2Cor. ii. and accept His salvation. ‘‘ Now thanks be to 
“ God, which always leadeth us in triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest through us the 
savour of His knowledge in every place.” 


Is the glory of Jesus Christ great in our eyes, 
are we jealous for His honour, do we love to 
spread abroad His fame? Or is there a divided 
heart, and consequently something kept back 
from Him? In that case there cannot be rest 

Rom, xii. Of faith nor undisturbed joy in God. ‘I be- 

ee seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world.” 
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(HEBREWS V.) 


PRIESTHOOD, true or false, is as old as the race 
ofman. It is acryinghumanneed. The heart, 
conscious of sin and moral weakness, calls out for 
some one clothed with authority, who can speak 
for men to God, who can interpret God’s reply to 
man. It was part of Job’s plaint when he pon- 
dered his relation to the Almighty, ‘“‘ He is not a 
man, as I am, that I should answer Him, that we 
should come together in judgment. There is no 
daysman between us, that might lay his hand 
upon us both.” After the Fall God doubtless 
revealed to Adam the way of peace through 
atoning sacrifice, and the father_of the first 
human family became its priest and made the 
prescribed offerings to God; later on the tribal 
head would assume similar functions ; and later 
still the king-priest over a nation. But when 
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mankind ‘“‘ refused to have God in their know- 
ledge,” and were given over to their own vain 
reasonings, manifold corruptions and variations 
of the central idea got sway among the nations, 
and some of these delusions continue until this 
day. Ere Israel was settled in the land of 
promise, God by special revelation restored 
a pure worship with complete ceremonial ob- 
servances, set apart a_whole tribe to be min- 
isters of the sanctuary, and out of that tribe 
a chosen family to be His priests,—a family 
which for nearly fifteen hundred years was 
permitted to discharge priestly and high-priestly 
functions. 

Thus there comes upon the scene “‘ Aaron the 
saint of the Lord,” the separated, consecrated 
man, to whom fell the divinely appointed office 
of first high priest in Israel. For although his 
forefathers Abraham and Jacob, and probably 
others of his race, reared altars to Jehovah, 
and offered thereon appropriate sacrifices, the 
time had come for clearer teaching and less 
fitful worship; for pressing home in suitable 
type the need for atonement by substitutionary 
sacrifice, for providing the ministry of reconcili- 
ation adapted to the time then present. In the 
fifth chapter of Hebrews, now before us, the 
distinguishing test for all priesthood is clearly 
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set forth, ‘“No man taketh _the honour unto Heb. v. 4. 
himself, but when he is called of God, as was 
“Aaron.” This indispensable sanction for priest- 
“hood scatters to the winds the pretensions of all 
those systems of delusion and imposture which 
have multiplied the heavy burdens of an already 
overburdened humanity, for they can produce 
no_ divinely attested “revelation and no soul- 
satisfying way of salvation that can meet the 
desperate needs of dying and despairing men. 

Aaron was elder brother of Moses, and from 
his gladness of heart when going forth to meet 
the exile returning from Midian, may reasonably 
be supposed to have been looking for the fulfil- 
ment of God’s promises to Abraham. At Horeb, 
the mount of God, they met after their long sep- 
aration and embraced one another, and Moses 
told Aaron the message he had to deliver to the 
people of coming redemption out of Egyptian 
bondage. God had already recognised the per- 
suasive gift of eloquence which pertained to 
Aaron, “‘Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother ? Exoa. iv. 
I know that he can speak well.” And this gift “* 
first was exercised in convincing the Israelites ; 
for we read, “The people believed, . . . then Exoa. iv. 
‘ they bowed their heads and worshipped.” As *" 
before in the nation’s earlier history, the younger 
takes precedence of the elder ; Jacob took Esau’s 
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birthright, Joseph’s elder brethren bowed down 
before him; and now we find Aaron unhesi- 
tatingly accepts the leadership of Moses, and 
throughout their long companionship in secular 
and spiritual rule over the people, there is 
no questioning of his brother’s word of com- 
mand. In the episode of Moses’s marriage to a 
Cushite woman, and the fault-finding of Aaron 
and Miriam, we may reasonably place the blame 
upon Miriam, and ascribe her interference to 
racial antipathy to one of the oppressing race ; 
and whilst God’s rebuke came both to Aaron 
and Miriam, punishment fell upon Miriam 
alone: moreover, the plague of leprosy, which 
rested (though but temporarily) upon her, God 
could not suffer to fall upon the high priest, else 
would Aaron have become ceremonially unclean, 
and the offerings of the Lord would have been 
vitiated and valueless. We can only glance at 
a few of the outstanding incidents in Aaron’s 
distinguished career. These indicate to us that, 
on the one hand, his nature was more compliant 
than that of Moses, whilst on the other he par- 
took of the wonderful meekness of spirit which 
characterised his younger brother. The people’s 
clamour for other gods than Jehovah, and their 
impatience of delay when Moses was absent 
forty days in the mount with God, met with no 
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effectual resistance from Aaron, We can imagine 
his protests and pleadings against this rising 
spirit of wilfulness and apostasy; the unreason- 
ing anger and outcry of the crowd waxing fiercer 
and fiercer; then, passing over his soul, the 
feeling of helplessness to cope with the madness 
and wickedness of the stiff-necked people; and 
at length his yielding to their insistence on idol- 
atrous worship. He had not yet_been anointed 
as God’s high priest when the golden calf was 
set up, and therefore his share in that trans- 
action was less heinous in the sight of heaven, 
and his sin was forgiven. But after his ordin- }) 
ation to that great office, there came to him a 
day yet more direful and dark, in which the 
iron must have entered into his soul, whilst in i 
silence and meekness he bore a load of suffering | 
not common to men—the awful day when his} 
sons Nadab and Abihu were stricken with 
death because they offered strange fire before 
the Lord; when he and his two remaining sons 
were forbidden the customary wailing for their 
dead, and bidden go on with their ordinary 
priestly functions without pause and without 
manifested grief. There is no more pathetic 
chapter in Holy Writ than the tenth of 
Leviticus; how meekly and submissively did 
Aaron acquiesce in all that Moses demanded 
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of him, in his jealousy for the honour of 
Jehovah; we sit in hushed sympathy with the 
bleeding heart of the doubly - bereaved father 
when he replies to Moses, ‘‘ There have befallen 
me such things as these!”” Our memory of his 
weakness in setting up the golden calf is obliter- 
ated in presence of his meek submission to the 
will of God and the instructions of his brother 
at the moment when the crushing blow had just 
fallen. 


““ Sweet are the uses of adversity ;” 


and Aaron doubtless came forth from. his awful 
affliction with a more compassionate heart for 
suffering and sorrow; and we see him at his 
best when, after the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, the people still continued their 
murmurings, and God’s anger fell upon them in 
the consuming pestilence, whilst in haste to 
arrest its spread, Aaron ‘“‘stood between the 
dead and the living, and the plague was 
stayed.” 

Moses had for his servant and friend Joshua 
the son of Nun; similarly Aaron appears to 
have chosen for gracious companionship Hur, a 
son of Caleb of the tribe of Judah. The friend- 
ships which we read of in Bible story, as of 
David for Jonathan, overleaped tribal boundaries 
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and rivalries; and, thank God, they enable us 
to pass beyond national limits and to form last- 
ing fellowship with members of the body of 
Christ all the world over. In the closing scene 
which tells of the burial of Aaron in Mount Hor, 
when Moses removed his garments and put 
them upon his son and successor Eleazar, we 
discover an indication of the hope of immortality 
which possessed the saints of old, though but 
dimly disclosed in their day; again displayed 
when Moses in his turn came to die and be 
buried. ‘‘ Aaron shall be gathered unto his 
people,” we are told. Now we know that both 
Aaron and Moses were laid in solitary graves, 
and not in the burying-place of the patriarchs 
as the bones of Joseph were. The only pos- 
sible inference is, that whilst their bodies were 
thus left in mountain solitudes far apart, their 
spirits were gathered to the spirits of their fathers 
in the spirit world, until the hour when the 
trump of God shall sound, and the blessed dead 
shall be raised incorruptible. 

But we retrace our steps to dwell for a little 
upon the grandeur of Aaron occupying the 
place and discharging the functions of high 
priest over Israel. The nation, dwelling in tents 
during forty years of desert wanderings, needed 
little in the way of decoration for the interior of 


Num. xx. 
243 Deut. 
XXXil. 50. 


Exod. 
XXVili. 2, 4. 


96 JESUS CHRIST 


these movable habitations; and, when called 
upon, the people were ready to bestow whatever 
they possessed in gold or silver or jewels, and 
in material suitable for embroidery, to make 
glorious the sanctuary of the Lord and the 
apparel of His priests. In the monotony of the 
vast solitudes which they traversed, their sab- 
bath-keeping and the feasts of the Lord would 
be welcomed as festival occasions, and relished 
with an intensity unknown to those who can 
make holiday and find variety when and where- 
soever they may choose; and thus the taber- 
nacle and its furniture, the priests and _ their 
attire, would furnish a spectacle and concen- 
trate interest nowhere else to be found until 
they reached their promised inheritance. And 
the very heart and centre of all the precious 
things of Israel in the wilderness was the high 
priest as he appeared, when Moses had fulfilled 
the Lord’s command, ‘‘ Thou shalt make holy 
garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and 
for beauty; . . . a breastplate and an ephod, 
and a robe, anda coat of chequerwork, a mitre 
and a girdle;’’ the jewelled breastplate and the 
shoulder-pieces alike inscribed with the names 
of the twelve tribes of Israel, in token that the 
high priest as mediator between Jehovah and 
His people bore upon his heart, the place of 
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love and sympathy, and upon his shoulders, the 
place of strength, the burden (and what a bur- 
den!) of all the nation’s needs, shortcomings, 
and sins; pre-eminently at the moment, recur- 
ring but once a-year, when he disappeared from 
view and passed in through the holy place into 
the holiest of all, carrying with him the bowl 
filled with blood of the bullock just offered upon 
the great brazen altar in front of the sanctuary. 
What a period of thrilling suspense that must 
have been, what a hushed silence would pervade 
the host, whilst within the veil, in presence of 
the Shekinah glory, Aaron sprinkled the blood, 
and with solemnity and deliberation followed in 
minute detail each part of the prescribed ritual, 
with a holy fear lest any error on his part should 
mar the efficacy of this great atonement! It is 
a tradition among the Jews that the most in- 
timate friends of the successive high priests 
were wont to spend twelve hours with this great 
functionary ere he put on his robes and went 
forth to the performance of these annual sol- 
emnities. Was it in allusion to this ancient 
custom that our blessed Lord, on the night of 
His agony in the garden, said to His disciples, 
“What, could ye not watch with Me one hour?” 
It was indeed no light burden for Aaron that he 
should ‘‘ bear the judgment of the children of 
G 
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Israel upon his heart before the Lord continu- 
ally.” But when he came forth again to bless 
the people, what a moment of gladness, of sin- 
burden lifted away; what sighs of relief, and 
what tears of joy; for the people then knew their 
sacrifice had been accepted, they were anew 
under the shelter of atoning blood; their trans- 
gressions were forgiven, their sin was covered, 
their iniquity no more imputed to them, their 
spirits free from guile; the Triune God could 
pronounce upon them through His chosen high 
priest the threefold benediction— 


“The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: 
The Lord make His face to shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee: 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace.” 


Neither Aaron nor any son of his was suffered 
to continue by reason of death; change was 
stamped upon this as upon every other appoint- 
ment of a human instrument, however lofty his 
place, however noble or illustrious the occupant 
of the office; throughout the line of high priests 
no one afterwards arose greater than Aaron, as 
none had so difficult a part to play or so trying 
a personal history to pass through. The hier- 
archy inaugurated in his person was the noblest 
the world has ever seen; for to them as to no 
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other priesthood could it be said, ‘‘ The anoint- 
ing oil of the Lord is upon you.” 

The prophetic and the high-priestly offices of 
our Lord Jesus Christ are of essential import- 
ance alike to Israel and to the Church of God; 
His kingly office touches more nearly the future 
of Israel, though of intense interest to His 
blood-bought Church, for as “joint heirs with 
Christ” the Church will reign with Him. The 
prophetic office of Christ is closed excepting in 
the sense that His word is still living and active 
and influential. His high-priestly office in one 
department is perfectly complete, in another is 
‘in process of completion. His kingly office, 
which will be displayed upon this earthly scene, 
lies entirely in the future; for while it is true 
that all power is given unto Him in heaven and 
on earth, and He is set down with His Father in 
His throne, we may not set aside the prospect 
of His promised earthly throne in Jerusalem 
over the whole house of Israel, and over all the 
earth. 

When did he assume His high-priestly func- 
tions? At a particular point in our Lord’s 
ministry He ‘“‘ began to show unto His disciples”’ 
the truth concerning His approaching sufferings 
and death. Almost immediately following these 
teachings we have the thrice-told story of the 
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Transfiguration; and this was doubtless Christ’s 
induction into the office of ‘‘ high priest of our 
confession.”” Let me quote! a few sentences 
from a recent writer: ‘‘There ‘in the holy 
mount’ the great high priest was clothed with 
garments of heavenly ‘honour and_ glory.’ 
These are the very words used of Aaron’s gar- 
ments, made by divine wisdom, in Exod. xxviii. 
2 (translated ‘glory and beauty’), in order to 
consecrate him that he might minister in the 
priests’ office. The Lord Jesus was thus 
crowned ‘ for the suffering of death,’ and the only 
subject of conversation was ‘ the decease [exodus] 
which He should accomplish at Jerusalem.’ 
Hence, we are similarly exhorted to present our 
bodies ‘a living sacrifice’ and be transfigured, as 
the Lord Jesus presented His body when He 
was transfigured. Thus the Transfiguration 
was the formal inauguration to His office of 
Priest, when the divine formula was pronounced, 
‘This is My Son;’ just as He was by the same 
formula inaugurated_as Prophet at His baptism, 
and as He will yet be as King,” 

However glorious Aaron was when anointed 
to the high priest’s office over Israel, the ‘“ glory 
that excelleth’’ was Christ’s on the Transfigura- 


1 From ‘Things to Come,’ March 1896. Published at 17 
Paternoster Row. 
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tion day, attested as it was by Moses who had 
been raised from the dead, by Elijah who had 
never tasted death, and by the three disciples 
who formed the inner circle of the twelve; and 
above all by the voice from heaven which told 
these disciples that a greater than Moses and 

a greater than Elijah was there. And, as we 
read in our fifth chapter of Hebrews, even 
“Christ glorified not Himself to be made a} Heb. v. 5, 
high priest;. but He that spake unto Him, ” 
Thou art My Son.” Neither before nor after) 
this solemn inauguration was flaw or fault to 
be found in our blessed Lord; no yielding to 
popular clamour, no compromise of the honour 
of His heavenly Father. Aaron needed the 
presence and strength of Moses to sustain 
him in welldoing; Christ stood alone in all 
the great moments of crisis which overtook 
Him; “I looked for comforters, but I found Ps. isis. 
none”; and in the hour of His extremity “all ~~ 
the disciples forsook Him and fled.” Had 
Aaron known beforehand the frightful tragedy 
which would overtake him, when in a moment 
two of his sons would be struck down for 
sacrilege, he would have shrank from assum- 
ing the office designed for him by the Lord; 
the terror of that coming hour of anguish 
would have unfitted him for the discharge of 
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his functions. But Jesus Christ had ever be- 
fore Him the dark shadow of the cross and 
the agony of Calvary; as He said of Himself 
in prophecy long before, ‘‘ The Lord God hath 
opened Mine ear, and I was not rebellious, 
neither turned away backward. I gave My 
back to the smiters, and My cheeks to them 
that plucked off the hair: I hid not My face 
from shame and spitting.” 

But in the supreme value of the offering 
which our Saviour offered unto God we behold 
the transcendent superiority of our great High 
Priest to Aaron and all his successors. As 
far as human eye could detect spot or blemish, 
the animals offered upon the great brazen altar 
were faultless and appropriate; but they never 
could adequately represent the value of a single 
human being in the sight of the living God 
in His design to redeem mankind. Such a 
thought as that may have led to the institu- 
tion of human sacrifice, in places where God’s 
revelation had been obscured or forgotten ; 
“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
But when in the counsels of eternity the God- 
head in holy wisdom found a way for man’s 
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escape from eternal doom, there was provided 
by the incarnation, life, and death of the Son 
of God a sacrifice of infinite worth, sufficient 
towards God as a “‘propitiation for the sins 
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of the whole world”; sufficient to silence the ~ 


demands of the accuser; sufficient to satisfy 
the conscience of guilty sinners of every race 
in all periods of time. ‘“‘He hath made Him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” ‘Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us; 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree.”’ ‘‘Who needeth not daily 
to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, 
and then for the sins of the people: for this 
He did once for all, when He offered up Him- 
self.” In a future chapter we may have to en- 
large upon this aspect of Christ’s all-sufficient 
sacrifice of Himself,—once for all and One for 
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all: here we would only add, ‘‘O the depth of Rom. xi. 


the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, 
and His ways past tracing out!”’ 

We have said that Christ’s prophetic office 
was completed, whilst His high-priestly office 
is in one department complete, and that in 
regard to sacrificial offering. The high priest 
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of Israel had not completed the ceremonial 
for the great day of atonement until he had 
passed into the holy of holies, and there 
sprinkled the blood of the victim which had. 
been slain and was even then being consumed 
upon the brazen altar. The_first_ stage _of 
Christ’s offering of Himself was marked by 
the utterance on the cross “‘It is finished!”’; 
the next when “through His own blood, He 
entered once for all into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption; . . . not 
into a holy place made with hands, . . . but 
into heaven itself, now to appear before the 
face of God for us.” Our Saviour being of 
the tribe of Judah, could not, did not, enter 
into the temple at Jerusalem, but only into 


the temple precincts during His earthly minis- 
try; but now He has entered the very. pres- 
ence-chamber of God on high; and thus far 
His atoning work is done. But what remains 
to be done? Ah! there is a blessed com- 
pleteness in the divine fulfilment of all these 
ancient types; and inasmuch as Aaron came 
forth from the holiest of all to bless the as- 
sembled host of Israel, so the day is approach- 
ing when our glorified and ascended Lord will 
emerge from the heavenly sanctuary to gladden 
the hearts of all His waiting and_ expectant 


Sn. sc cf fe 
GREATER THAN AARON. a): We, or = oto 


people; “Christ, having been once offered to 
bear the sins of | many, shall appear a second ~ 
time, apart from sin, [sin -offering,] to them 
that wait for Him, unto salvation.” Ponder 
well these three appearings of our Lord, so 
clearly set forth at the close of Heb. ix.: His 
first coming to earth to take away sin; His 
entrance into His Father’s presence in heaven 
in high-priestly dignity and glory; His return 
into the air to gather around Himself all His 
blood-bought people,—never again to be separ- 
ated from them. Well may believing hearts 
long for the day, and our tongues oft repeat 
the cry, ‘‘Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!”’ 

Thus far we have shown that the greater 
part of our Lord’s high-priestly work is accom- 
plished; but whilst the stupendous sacrifice of 
the cross must ever stand out in its grandeur 
and saving power as the central and indispen- 
sable object for the wonder, love, and praise of 
the redeemed Church, yet there has been in 
progress ever since Christ’s ascension another 
great department of high-priestly ministry, the 
ministry of intercession. For fifteen centuries 
Aaron and his descendants continued to “ con- 
fess all the iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions, even all their sins:”’ 
and for this special service it needed one who 
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could ‘‘ bear gently with the ignorant and erring, 
for that he himself also is compassed with in- 
firmity.” But for_nearly nineteen centuries the 
Church of God has been privileged and enriched 
with a High Priest ‘‘holy, guileless, undefiled, 
separated from sinners, and made higher than 


‘the heavens”; who, whilst.so high and so holy, 


has tenderness exceeding the tenderness of 
woman, compassion deeper than the deepest 
human sympathy, love that ‘‘ beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things”’; knowledge which comprehends all 
the circumstances of every life and can analyse 
the emotions of every heart; and who, having 
penetrated_the depths of human misery, tasted 
the bitterness of poverty, entered into and un- 
locked the mystery of suffering, and passed 
through severest ordeal of temptation, ‘“‘is able 
to succour them that are tempted”; to soothe, 
as no other can, the sufferings and sorrows and 
manifold ills that flesh is heir to; to impart 
hope to the despairing; and in the dying hour to 
give such glimpses of Himself as will remove all 
fear of death, and “make us more than conquer- 
ors, through Him that loved us.” What rest 
there is in the thought that our blessed Medi- 
ator ‘‘ knoweth our frame ; He remembereth that 
we are dust”; and that our petitions, ere they 
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reach the throne of God, are purified from 
earthly dross and separated from all that is 
unworthy and faithless by our faultless and 
glorified High Priest, as now “ He appears in 
the presence of God for us.” ‘Till He come”’ 
there will continue this gracious and _ prevail- 
ing intercession for the pardon of sinners and 
the purifying of His saints. 

There is a sweet promise to Israel, to be ful- 
filled at Christ’s second coming, when “the 
king of Israel, even the Lord,’ will be in the 
midst of that chosen people in the city of 
Jerusalem,— 


“He will rejoice over thee with joy ; 
He will rest in His love; 
He will joy over thee with singing.” 


And whilst, for our part, we would not rob the 
now scattered and peeled nation of a single 
promise, yet we may well be assured that over 
His dearly purchased Church our blessed and 
exalted Lord watches with intensest joy and 
with ceaseless care; and if for weary centuries 
He has remained ‘‘ silent in His love” so far as 
audible voice from heaven is lacking, our faith 
can realise that He is not silent to His Father, 
at whose right hand He sits enthroned; but 
that on our behalf He pleads irresistibly the 
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value of his perfect obedience and spotless 
atonement. And thus our souls are at rest 
in Him. 


In measure we too have the privilege and joy 
of offering up spiritual sacrifices—ourselves and 
all that we have—unto God; we too have the 
place of intercessors on behalf of a perishing 
world, on behalf of the whole family of God 
upon the earth to-day, and on behalf of all 
human need and suffering. Let us keep in line 
with the great Intercessor above in exercising 
daily this gracious ministry, ‘‘ Think not every 
man of his own things, but every man also of 
the things of others.” 
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(HEBREWS VI.) 


WHILST it is true that Israel has been God’s Isa, xliii. 
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special witness in the earth—a witness still wat. xxviii. 
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remaining,—there is much comfort in the belief eae . 


that in the ages before Abraham ‘‘ God left not ee oe 
Himself without witness,” and had true wor- 17. — 
shippers in other parts of the world beyond 
the somewhat narrow compass of what we call 
‘Bible lands.’ In Elijah’s time there were 
seven thousand in Israel unknown to the 
prophet, who had not bowed to the image of 
Baal. In like manner may we not suppose that 
in many countries near the cradle of our race 
there may have been a survival of pure mono- 
theistic worship, and companies of obedient 
worshippers, dissimilar to the Babel-builders, 
serving the living and true God, uncontami- 
nated by the idolatries which sprang up quickly 
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after the age of Noah? Be this as it may, we 
have in the majestic and mysterious figure of 
Melchizedek, king-priest of Salem, an example 
to prove the existence of such worship and such 
worshippers as we have referred to. We might 
give play to our imagination in the endeavour to 
unravel the mystery of Melchizedek’s origin and 
history; but the materials at our disposal are 
scanty, and we need not seek to be wise above 
that which is written. 

We have a glimpse then of this stately, 
gracious, hospitable chieftain coming forth in 
priestly dignity to bless Abram and to refresh 
him and his followers with bread and wine, as 
the patriarch returned from the rescue of Lot 
after defeating four confederate kings who had 
descended upon the rich vale of Sodom, carry- 
ing away captives and spoil. We are told 
definitely that Melchizedek was priest of the 
Most High God, whilst Abram accepted his 
blessing and presented him with tithes of all 
the recovered spoils. As we have seen in the 
case of Aaron, and of necessity in all other 
legitimate priesthood, “‘no man taketh the 
honour unto himself, but when he is called of 
God”; therefore Melchizedek was a divinely 
appointed priest, and in his blessing of Abram 
he distinctly invokes Him who had made him 
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priest. Another thought is suggested by the 

next mention of this remarkable personality, in 

Ps. cx. 4, indicating the order of priesthood to 
which he belonged, of which also in fulness 

of time David’s Son and David’s Lord became 
partaker. To what ‘‘order” did Melchizedek 
belong? Manifestly to that peculiar and exalted 

order of which Christ was to be the consum- 
mation. ‘‘Heshall sit and rule upon His throne; Zech. vi. 
and He shall be a priest upon His throne; 
and the counsel of peace shall be between them 
both.” Whether this last clause suggests a 
theocracy in which there will be no rivalry or 
conflict of authority between the secular arm 
and the sacred office, we care not to insist upon, 
but it seems probable, all the more that Mel- 
chizedek was ‘‘ king of Salem, which is king of Heb. vii. 2. 
peace”; giving us a vision of security and 
blessed harmony, yet to be realised, when the 

rightful King shall come again, “ Look upon Isa. xxxiii, 
Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes ~” 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation.” We 

see, then, in this old-time saint no shadowy 

myth, but the presentment of one of the king- 

priests of early ages who had ruled in the fear 

of God and worshipped in the beauty of holi- 

ness. In contrasting Aaron with Melchizedek, 

we have to remember that the former though 
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high priest exercised no royal authority, that 
being committed to Moses; but Christ resembles 
Melchizedek because kingship as well as priest- 
hood fall to him by right. 

There is yet another distinguishing char- 
acteristic of Melchizedek brought out very 
emphatically in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
in which again he appears as the prototype of 
our Lord, and in contrast to the Aaronic priest- 
hood. He is described as one ‘‘ without gene- 
alogy.” Now the high priests of Israel had to 
prove, one after another, their descent from 
Aaron in the direct line; it was in virtue of this 
lofty lineage that each of them could claim and 
possess the high and holy office of God’s high 
priest. With Melchizedek it was altogether 
different; he held his office in gift from the 
Most High. And his great antitype Jesus 
Christ obtained His high priesthood on the 
Mount of Transfiguration ; ‘‘ He received from 
God the Father honour and glory, when there 
came such a voice to Him from the excellent 
glory, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.”’ But in another aspect our Lord’s 
position differs from that of Melchizedek; for 
two genealogies of Christ are given us in the 
Gospels—one by Matthew, the other by Luke. 
The latter of these gives the descent of the virgin 
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Mary from David’s son Nathan; and we have to 
bear always in mind that our Saviour Jesus 
Christ was “‘the seed of the woman.” } 

It is difficult for us to comprehend how Mel- 
chizedek can be described (as he certainly is 
described) as “‘ having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life’’; we can but accept submissively 
the statement. It indicates a being superhuman 
in character, introduced miraculously upon the 
scene, with some special divine purpose to be 
accomplished by his appearance to Abram. 
But the description applies to our Lord with a 
completeness that is perfect and undeniable. 
He could say to the Jews who gloried in their 
forefather Abraham, ‘‘ Before Abraham was I 
am’; the inspired record assures us, ‘‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God”; and again, 
“*We declare unto you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and was manifested unto 
us’’; and the Psalmist in prophecy thus spoke 
of the coming Messiah, ‘‘ He asked life of Thee, 
and Thou gavest it Him, even length of days for 
ever and ever.” 

We are not called upon to contrast Jesus 


1 See this question dealt with fully and conclusively by Rev. 
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Christ with Melchizedek as we are bidden con- 
trast Him with angels, with Adam, with Moses, 
with Joshua, and with Aaron; we are invited to 
observe the resemblance between Him and the 
wonderful, almost ghostlike, figure who for a 
moment emerges from the dim obscurity of a 
long-past age, and then retires from view un- 
questioned,—an unsolved mystery, but with this 
grand inscription written over him, ‘‘ Made like 
unto the Son of God.” 


We are taught by the example of Melchizedek, 
as by the ordination of Jesus Christ, that the 
grace of God is of His free and sovereign will, 
and comes not by hereditary descent. In the 
high-priestly Aaronic family we find examples 
of calamitous trespass, witness the case of Na- 
dab and Abihu; and of deadly sin, as in the per- 
sons of Hophni and Phinehas the two sons of 
Eli. But ‘‘the grace of God which bringeth 
"is available to all who lay their hearts 
open to receive it. Nevertheless we cannot 
penetrate the mystery of God’s electing love; 
“Who maketh thee to differ? and what hast 
thou which thou didst not receive?”” Although 
we cannot solve His mystery, let us rest in His 
love. 
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(HEBREWS VII.) 


THE old adage, ‘‘To err is human,” though 
applicable to the whole race of man, is more 
conspicuously verified in the sphere of public 
conduct; we are accustomed to it—nay, we 
expect it—in earthly rulers; we are pained when 
we see it manifested in the sacred enclosure of 
the things of God, but we cease to be surprised. 
Failure has been written over every dispensation 
under which men have lived; imperfection de- 
tracts from the value and vitality of every in- 
stitution that has been entrusted to human 
keeping. Absolute monarchy, oligarchy, con- 
stitutional government, and democracy have 
alike failed to give contentment to the peoples 
of the earth ; whilst worship in patriarchal times, 
in the Jewish dispensation, and in the fuller light 
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of Christianity, has invariably been marked by 
decline from primitive purity, and has issued at 
length in woful apostasy. The Aaronic priest- 
hood and the stately symbolic ceremonial com- 
mitted to Israel form no exception to the general 
rule of decay and corruption. Every privileged 
order set up for civic rule or for sacred service 
seems predisposed to the twin diseases, selfish- 
ness and rapacity; just as in every community 
there are some people more lable than others 
to the fatal influences of the passing epidemic. 
When stress begins to be laid more upon the 
sign than upon the thing signified; upon the 
type instead of upon the antitype; upon the 
tithing of the people rather than the ridding of 
the people of their burden of sin,—then we may 
be sure the plague of declension has begun, 
the heart will be eaten out of the ministers of 
the sanctuary, and the life of true worship will 
rapidly disappear. 

There must have been a golden age of faith- 
ful service and holy worship on the part of the 
Levitical priesthood and the people of Israel,— 
rather in the time of the desert wanderings than 
in the land of Canaan; in the tabernacle more 
than in the temple period. This is acknow- 
ledged by the Lord near the close of the 
prophetic era. Speaking of Levi, we are told, 
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‘““My covenant was with him of life and peace; 
and I gave them to him that he might fear, and 
he feared Me, and stood in awe of My name. 
The law of truth was in his mouth, and unright- 
eousness was not found in his lips; he walked 
with me in peace and uprightness, and did turn 
many away from iniquity. For the priest’s lips 
should keep knowledge, and they should seek 
the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger 
of the Lord of hosts.’’ But, as the context in 
this prophecy and the concurrent testimony of 
all the other prophets certify, these blessed and 
acceptable days were long past, nor did they ever 
return in any measure of whole-hearted devotion 
and disinterested service. So early as three 
hundred and fifty years after Aaron’s ordination, 
when the ark of God was captured by the 
Philistines, ‘‘Ichabod’’ was the cry of Eli’s 
daughter - in - law,—‘‘the glory is departed.” 
The glory, nevertheless, did return, and at 
the dedication of the temple of Solomon there 
was manifestation of the divine presence filling 
the house; but in Solomon’s later days Jeru- 
salem the holy city was defiled with idolatrous 
rites. There is no mention of the glory of God 
filling the house at the dedication of the temple 
built by Zerubbabel and Jeshua in the days of 
Ezra, on the return of the Jews from Babylon, 
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though we cannot speak decisively and say the 
glory was never again manifested. But decay 


had set in and knew no abatement ; and when 


our Lord came to the temple in the days of His 
ministry He had to drive the buyers and sellers 
forth who had made ‘His Father’s house 
an house of merchandise”; and later on, when 
He had been definitely rejected by Israel, His 
mournful sentence was pronounced, ‘ Behold, 
your house” (no longer My Father’s house) 
“is left unto you desolate.” 

Besides the glaring example of unholy tam- 
pering with the sacrifices of the Lord in the 
case of Hophni and Phinehas, and their sacri- 
legious impurity within the tabernacle precincts, 
there is abundant evidence of decadence in the 
priesthood in other directions. ‘‘ Her priests 
have done violence to My law, and have pro- 
faned My holy things; they have put no differ- 
ence between the holy and the common, neither 
have they caused men to discern between the 
unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes 
from My sabbaths, and I am profaned among 
them”; ‘‘ Ye have brought in aliens, uncircum- 
cised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, to be 
in My sanctuary to profane it, . . . and ye have 
not kept the charge of My holy things”’; ‘“‘ Her 
priests have profaned the sanctuary, they have 
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by 


; “Ye are turned aside 
out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble 


done violence to the law’ 


in the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of 
Levi, saith the Lord of hosts.’’ Such terrible 
declension as we find described in such passages 
as these need not be wondered at when we are 
confronted with the startling fact that the Book 
of the Law, more than seven hundred years 
before Christ, seems to have been actually 
lost, and was a new revelation to Hilkiah 
the high priest, in the reign of good King 
Josiah, when he discovered the manuscript 
in the temple treasury. In our own Christian 
age there is said to be a revolt against creeds 
and dogma, which, when we get to the bot- 
tom of it, simply means a revolt against the 
Word of God. What said the inspired prophet ? 
‘‘Bind up the testimony, seal the law amongst 
My disciples; . . . to the law and to the testi- 
mony, if they speak not according to this word, 
surely there is no morning for them.” Little 
wonder that darkness settled over the Jewish 
temple service and error seduced the priests 
into idolatrous practices, when they had lost or 
had hidden away their sacred records; and what 
a warning to us in these last days, should the 
Church of God set less value than aforetime upon 
the precious possession and the infallible teach- 


Mal. ii. 8. 


2 Kings 
XXil. 


Isa. viii. 
16, 20. 


Heb, ii. 2. 


124 JESUS CHRIST BETTER THAN 


ings of His Holy Word. ‘“‘ We ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.” 

We need not waste a moment in contrasting 
our blessed Lord with the Levitical priesthood 
in the days of its decline and falling away; let 
us look at Him in comparison with the priest- 
hood at its best, laying stress upon the aspect 
which is emphasised in the seventh chapter of 
Hebrews,—the perpetuity and the finality of His 
High Priesthood. 

Aaron in the gentleness of his character and in 
his devotion to the interests of the people, in his 
submission to the will of God under trying cir- 
cumstances, and in his whole-hearted co-oper- 
ation with his brother Moses in all the elaborate 
arrangements for the tabernacle worship, came 
as near to perfection as God’s high priest as did 
any of his family in the long line of succession. 
In his “‘ garments of glory and of beauty,” the 
cunning work of the embroiderer and of the 
goldsmith, and with the ‘‘fair mitre upon his 
head,’’ —his presence produced mingled awe 
and admiration; and ready obedience was 
rendered to him by a great retinue of Levites, 
the servants of the tabernacle; whilst the whole 
of the tribes presented through him to Jehovah 
the prescribed sacrifices for sin, and their free- 
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will offerings with unquestioning acquiescence in 
the Lord’s commands. His heart was at rest 
from earthly care, for part of the sacrifices of the 
Lord were the portion for himself and for his 
house; and he was encircled by the love and 
the protection of the whole host of Israel; 
better still, he had a security of place and 
privilege in his great office unequalled by that 
of prince or prelate in any other dispensation. 
“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.” Think of this in its literal sense 
as referring to the unchallenged right of the 
men of Aaron’s house to enter the holy place, 
as they alone might do; and of Aaron’s right, 
and his alone, to enter the holiest of all on the 
great day of atonement. Think, too, of his ready 
access to Jehovah in prayer, as intercessor for 
Israel, as he bore into the very presence-cham- 
ber of God upon his jewelled breast the names 
of all the tribes of the chosen race, confessing 
their sins and shortcomings, and pleading for 
full remission on the ground of the atoning 
blood. Truly a noble type and a fitly furnished 
representative of Him that was to come. 

But Aaron died and was buried; the taber- 
nacle and successive temples have disappeared ; 
Israel to-day is without a priest and without a 
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sacrifice; for they acknowledge not our great 
High Priest, and comprehend not the meaning 
of Calvary. And now let us lay stress—neither 
more nor less than is laid by Holy Scripture— 
upon the outstanding qualities of Christ’s High 
Priesthood. 

1. ‘‘He, because He abideth for ever, hath 
His priesthood unchangeable”; the margin ex- 
plains, ‘‘a priesthood that doth not pass to 
another’; or “fan inviolable priesthood,” one 
that may not be profaned by any one laying un- 
holy hands upon it. 

2. ‘‘He needeth not daily to offer up sacri- 
fices; for this He did once for all, when He 
offered up Himself.” 

3. ‘Through His own blood, He entered in 
once for all into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption: . . . not into a holy place 
made with hands, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear before the face of God for us.” 

Now it is surely plain, if language is capable 
of explaining so lofty a theme, that our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s death upon the cross was the 
crowning act of sacrifice, the consummation of 
all the long-prefigured substitutionary sacrifices 
in Israel for fifteen hundred years; that He is 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world”; ‘‘the Lamb slain from the 
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foundation of the world’; the One for all, and 
once for all. Either that atonement was com- 
plete when He cried, ‘‘It is finished!” or else 
something remains yet to be done, some supple- 
mentary sacrifice to be offered. We tremble for 
the man or the woman who would deliberately 
adopt the latter alternative, and expose himself 
or herself to the displeasure of a holy and jeal- 
ous God, who has set His seal to the sufficiency 
and completeness of His beloved Son’s pro- 
pitiatory work by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 

Such displeasure was once manifested in the 
great tragedy which overtook Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, when they presumptuously sought 
to exercise the functions which were specifically 
reserved for Aaron and his sons; the rebels, 
‘‘with all that appertained unto them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth closed 
upon them, and they perished from among the 
assembly.” 

We have in Christendom to-day our modern 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, a confederacy of 
evil as portentous and as ruinous to those who 
take part with them as were these three Israel- 
ites, whose end was so disastrous. We refer to 
the false priesthood of the Roman Church, the 
Greek Church, and that portion of the Church 
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of England which follows their pernicious 
ways. 

If we search New Testament Scripture, we 
find under the four terms ‘‘ priest,” ‘‘ priests,” 
‘‘high priests,’ and “priesthood,” reference 
once made to pagan priesthood, twice to Mel- 
chizedek, fifty-two times to Jewish priesthood, 
and fifteen times to our blessed Lord and 
Saviour. There is not one solitary suggestion 
in the Gospels or Epistles of an order of sacri- 
ficing priests having been instituted by our Lord. 
What purpose, indeed, could such an order of 
priests have fulfilled when He Himself in the 
supreme moment of His agony declared by word 
and deed that redemption was complete and all 
the Jewish types were fulfilled? Oh! the dis- 
honour put upon this perfect and all-sufficient 
atonement, when rash and presumptuous men 
dare to imitate or repeat, in whatsoever fashion, 
the one spotless sacrifice of Calvary, and by so 
doing cast doubt upon its sufficiency to cover 
the sin of the whole world. 

In the pastoral epistles to Timothy and Titus 
we seek in vain for any warrant for the notion 
that there is apostolic sanction for an order of 
sacrificing priests; and, what is still more sig- 
nificant, when we scan the list of good and per- 
fect gifts bestowed by our ascended Lord and 
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twice enumerated, there is not a trace of any 
word which perverse ingenuity could torture into 
the equivalent of sacrificing priest. Whatever 
the exigencies of a corrupt and corrupting 
Church may have demanded in the appointment 
of a new order of priests, so dishonouring to 
God, so flattering to the pride and brief author- 
ity of sinful man, nothing can be discovered in 
the New Testament, whether in selected pas- 
sages or in the whole scope and intention of its 
inspired pages, to satisfy the man or woman 
who bows reverently to the utterance, ‘“‘ Thus 
saith the Lord,” that any order of human priest- 
hood was in the mind of Christ or of His spe- 
cially chosen apostles. 

It remains, however, for us to mention the 
true priesthood of all believers, thrice referred 
to in the Apocalypse, and in each case associ- 


ated with the glorious thought of reigning to- 6 


gether with Christ,—a royal priesthood. Now 
it is very manifest that believers in this age are 
not yet reigning with Christ; now they are 
suffering with Christ, but they know they shall 
reign with Him by-and-by; and this hope and 
the hope of His appearing cheer them amid the 
trials of this little while. Moreover, the apostle 
Peter, whom Romanists strive unsuccessfully to 
drag in as the head of their system, has more to 
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say than any of the apostles about the Lord’s 
people (and not a separate order from among 
them) being “priests unto God’; as he also 
insists that Christ is the only Rock and Foun- 
dation of our faith. 

Are there, then, no sacrifices to be offered 
under the Gospel dispensation? Yes, verily ; 
and these can only be offered by a spiritual 
people already reconciled unto God and renewed 
by the Holy Ghost: they are offerings that need 
the intervention of no sacrificing priest upon 
earth ; they are acceptable through our “ great 
High Priest who hath passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God”; and they are 
threefold, —the sacrifice of our persons, our 
possessions, and our praises. Thus Paul enjoins 
the believers, ‘‘ I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service”’; again, ‘‘I am filled, 
having received from Epaphroditus the things 
that came from you, an odour of a sweet smell, 
a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God’’; 
once more, ‘‘ Through Him then let us offer a 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of lips which make confession of His 
name. But to do good and to communicate 
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well 
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pleased.”” These are the comprehensive sacri- 
fices which our blessed Lord on high loves to 
present to His Father from His blood-bought 
people, along with the perpetual remembrance 
of His own great and all-sufficient sacrifice for 
our sins. Away, then, with all the pretence of 
sacrificing priesthood, since we can find satis- 
faction only in God’s appointed and _ thrice- 
anointed! High Priest; and let us continue 
“looking unto Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, .. who hath sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” Oh! that 
God the Holy Ghost might open the eyes of the 
people of our land to see the awful issues of 
Ritualism and Romanism, that strange medley 
of posture, paganism, and imposture, whereby 
“the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of the unbelieving,” who refuse to trust wholly 
in the one sacrifice for sin, in the one great 
Intercessor above. Let us exalt Him in our 
hearts and re-echo the heavenly doxology, 
“Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to 
receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
might, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” 


1 King David was thrice anointed, therein a type of our blessed 
Lord—anointed at His baptism for the exercise of His prophetic 
office; at His transfiguration for His priestly office; yet to be 
anointed for His kingly office, as indicated in Ps, ii. 6 
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Does Jesus Christ, who has ‘‘made peace 
through the blood of His cross,” and who ‘‘is 
our peace,” fully satisfy your conscience and 


give rest to your soul? 
“He is waiting, He is willing, doubt no more.” 


Can you trust Him to present to God your con- 
fessions, your pleadings, and your offerings, 
purged from all imperfection and from all taint 
of sin through His own prevailing intercession ? 
Such confidence is never misplaced, and ‘‘we 
may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and 
I will not fear what man shall do unto me;” 
‘‘for He hath said, I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.” 


Wile 
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VALLE; 


JESUS CHRIST BETTER THAN THE 
COVENANT OF WORKS. 


(HEBREWS VIII.) 


THE covenants of God with His creature man 
have deep significance for those who would 
“rightly divide the word of truth.” We need 
to discriminate between God’s unconditional 
covenants and those which are conditioned by 
the attitude or behaviour of those with whom 
He condescends to enter into covenant. To 
the former class belongs the covenant with 
Noah after the deluge had abated: ‘‘ While 
the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease: 

neither shall all flesh be cut off any more te 
the waters of the flood; neither shall there 
any more be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
So also the covenant to make Abraham and 
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his seed a blessing to the whole world, and 
to give them for an inheritance the land of 
Abraham’s sojournings.! Likewise the promise 
to David of the continuance of his kingly line 
until it should become the most illustrious in 
all human history by Jesus Christ occupying 
the throne. None of these covenants were to 
be abrogated by the fault or failure of those 
to whom the promised blessings were assured ; 
they stand to-day uncancelled in the face of 
human rebellion for over four thousand years, 
and in spite of Israel’s rejection of Christ for 
nearly two thousand years. 

But there are other covenants to which con- 
ditions were attached; blessings to be bestowed 
and continued if the conditions were observed; 
blessings withheld or withdrawn should the con- 
ditions be disregarded. The little word “if” 
was the hinge upon which the door was made 
to hang; and according as the pressure made 
it swing backward or forward, towards wilful- 
ness or towards God, would the results be 
direful or the reverse. In accord with these 
conditions the people of Israel were warned 
in these terms, ‘‘ Behold, I send an angel be- 


1 The land to the full extent of the promise, ‘‘from the river of 
Egypt to the great river the river Euphrates,” has never yet been 
in possession of Abraham’s descendants; that is reserved for the 
time when Christ reigns on the earth, 
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fore thee, to keep thee by the way, and to Exod.xsiii, 
bring thee into the place which I have pre- ~~” 
pared. Take ye heed of him, and hearken 
unto his voice; provoke him not: for he will 
not pardon your transgression; for My name 
is in him. But if thou shalt indeed hearken 
unto his voice, and do all that I speak; then 
I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and 
an adversary unto thine adversaries.” That 
the people understood and accepted the con- 
ditions of the covenant seems beyond dispute: 
“Now if ye will obey My voice indeed, and Exoa. xix. 
keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar * * 
treasure unto Me, for all the earth is Mine; 

and all the people answered together, 
and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we 
will do.” ‘‘Moses came and told the people Exoa. xxiv, 
all the words of the Lord, and all the judg- * 
ments; and all the people answered with one 
voice, and said, All the words which the Lord 
hath said will we do”: and yet more distinctly 
did they pledge themselves to obedience at the 
close of Joshua’s life; he told them, ‘‘ Ye can- Josh, xxiv. 
not serve the Lord; for He is an holy God; *”™” 
He is a jealous God; . . . and the people said 
unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the Lord. 
And Joshua said unto them, Ye are witnesses 
against yourselves that ye have chosen you the 
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Lord, to serve Him. And they said, We are 
witnesses.” 

This repeated acceptance by Israel of the con- 
ditions upon which they should receive blessing 
or punishment, enjoy peace or entail insecurity, 
earn fixity of tenure in the land or be doomed 
to exile among the heathen, was their side of 
what we call “the covenant of works’; whilst 
on the side of Jehovah were great and precious 
promises of earthly blessing or the withdrawal 
of His favour and protection. We know what 
cameof #. ~““This do and thou shaltthive; ise 
rashly assented to in the strength of human 
resolution, but with a heart unsubdued to the 
divine will, was a demand too large for those 
who accepted so great an undertaking. Man 
had his opportunity in Eden, but yielded even 
there to the tempter. He had trial again with- 
out formulated law, in earth’s earlier ages, and 
corrupted himself with a corruption that had 
to be swept away by the Deluge. And now 
he is to have trial under specific law, a chosen 
race separated from the nations around, hedged 
about with wonderful advantages of place and 
circumstance; and again he fails with a failure 
more abject and shameful than ever, notwith- 
standing the privileges which encompassed him. 
But let us not vainly imagine that Israel’s failure 
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is the lowest deep to which man can descend 
after having been exalted to honour and sur- 
rounded with God’s fostering care; the end of 
the present Christian age will display the worst 
and the most shameful apostasy that has ever 
darkened the annals of this sin-stained earth 
and disfigured the creature man made in the 
divine image. 

The most difficult lesson for man to learn is 
the utter weakness of his own nature and its 
woful perversity, and on the other hand what 
the mighty power of God’s Holy Spirit can 
effect when received in the human heart. It is 
humbling to our pride to discover we must 
go to another for help and deliverance; and 
rarely does any one seek that help until failure 
after failure has proved the futility of our own 
endeavours after obedience and holiness. It is 
humiliating to “surrender at discretion,” and 
acknowledge that One mightier and purer than 
ourselves must come in and accomplish a work 
that is beyond our strength; but when we look 
at all this in the light of God’s Word, how rea- 
sonable the proposition that the work of divine 
grace is necessarily superhuman, and can only 
be done thoroughly at the cost of surrender of 
the will and mind and heart of him who is pre- 
pared to let God do His own work, and who 
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has ceased from creature strength, which 
hitherto had proved but a broken reed. The 
men of faith in olden time were eventually the 
strong men, for their trust in the living God 
was never misplaced. ‘‘ Them that honour Me, 


b) 


I will honour,’’ was made true to them, as it 
is made true to all who trust Him wholly in 
every age. But even God’s heroes remained 
imperfect, and no mere human character stands 
out unblemished in Scripture story; the best of 
men have their moments of weakness and for- 
getfulness; and overmastering passion is ever 
ready to seize upon these moments and defeat 
us when off our guard. An example was needed 
upon this earthly scene of One who never 
yielded to the power of temptation, however 
subtle the tempter; who was always in accord 
with the perfect will of God, whose constant 
delight and aim was to please God, and who 
had close and unbroken fellowship with God; 
One who could say, as none other could, “I 
delight to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy 
law is within My heart”’; a sweet accord which 
arose from within Christ, and was not, as with 
us, prompted by gracious influences from with- 
out and from above. He could say, ‘‘ My meat 
is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to 
finish His work”; ‘‘for I came down from 
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heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of 
Him that sent Me”; and, as no other partaker 
of our humanity fully and without qualification 
could venture to assert, Jesus Christ did assert, 
“T have glorified Thee on the earth.” And 
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whilst the mission of our Lord to this earth was * 


not that of Lawgiver, He came and lived and died 
the only perfect Lawkeeper. It was told before 
His first advent, “‘ He will magnify the law and 
make it honourable”; and early in His ministry 
He announced, ‘‘ Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law or the prophets; I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfil.” And when the Son of 
God had fulfilled all righteousness in His life, 
and satisfied divine justice by His death, then 
could be fully introduced the wonderful scheme 
of free grace which mankind is still so slow to 
comprehend and so reluctant to accept, when 
“‘mercy and truth are met together, righteous- 
ness and peace have kissed each other.” 

The undeserved compassion and love of a 
holy and righteous God to those who were 
(and who are) “ without strength,” “ ungodly,” 
‘“‘ sinners,” ‘‘ enemies,” will always be a puzzle 
and perplexity to the legalist, to the self- 
righteous, and to the formalist. Though in 
measure declared from earliest time, its mani- 
festation in Christ Jesus was reserved for our 
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New Testament age of fullest light and privilege. 
Thus Peter writes, “‘ Concerning which salvation 
the prophets sought and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace that should come 
unto you’’—a glimpse of the pathetic attitude of 
these ancient prophets: ‘‘searching what time 
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glories that should follow them.” Paul carries 
us a step further when he declared, ‘‘ The grace 
of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men’; and now grace can have full sway in this 
age, since Christ is on the throne with His 
Father in heaven; ‘‘that as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” And not only in this age is the 
grace manifested and triumphant, but the 
scattered Jewish believers were enjoined, ‘‘ Be 
sober, and set your hope perfectly on the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ”; and even then we have not 
done with grace, for Paul, dwelling as he loves to 
do upon the blessed theme, tells the Ephesians 
that God ‘‘in the ages to come will show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
towards us through Christ Jesus”; suggesting— 
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we venture to suppose—some such thought as 
this, that in “‘the long leisure of eternity” God 
may tell out, through His redeemed Church, the 
marvellous history of His manifold grace in the 
experience of all the members of the body of 
Christ, when the Church is perfectly complete 
and glorified with her risen Head. 

The reluctance of man to receive something 
for nothing at the hand of God is characteristic 
of the conceptions of all false religions and of 
all debased forms of Christianity. We may 
take an apt illustration of this peculiar attitude 
of the human heart from an incident in the life 
of Jacob (he had not been changed into “‘Israel’’), 
before the unsought-for and undesired meeting 
with his brother Esau. “I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before me, and 
afterward I will see his face; peradventure he 
will accept me.’”’ Even thus will man persist 
in seeking to appease the living God whose 
laws he has broken, bringing his miserable 
offerings, hoping thus to gain favour and ad- 
mission to His presence; and even then he 
comes with no assurance of faith, but has only 
a ‘“peradventure,” a dim hope of acceptance. 
How difficult to bring man to the right position 
before Him whose grace has removed all ob- 
stacles in the sinner’s way and secured free 
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access for the trusting soul: a position fitly 
expressed in the well-known hymn— 


“ Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling ;” 


or, in the inspired declaration of the apostle, 
“The free gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.’ > Toy perswadeinien 
that God is well satisfied with the obedience 
and the atoning sacrifice of His beloved Son, 
and that He wishes them to be equally satisfied 
with the work and the death of that spotless 
One, can only be done by the working of the 
Holy Ghost accompanying the message; but 
it is touching to observe the terms of entreaty 
which He uses: for, were not the facts against 
us,—were it not evident that the reception ac- 
corded to the Gospel of our salvation has been 
suspicious and discouraging and scanty in all 
the Christian ages,—we might have surmised 
that mankind would have welcomed it with 
avidity, would have besieged the throne of 
grace with eagerness that they might have 
part in the great reconciliation. But no: it 
has been left to the divine author of it to be- 
come as it were the suppliant, and to come 
with condescending persuasion to His wayward 
and wandering creatures, saying through His 
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ambassadors, ‘‘ We beseech you, on behalf of 
Christ, be ye reconciled unto God.” ‘God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, not reckoning unto them their trespasses.”’ 

Because the purchase by His blood has been 
so costly, because His obedience has been with- 
out flaw or abatement, because in living power 
He sits enthroned at His Father’s right hand, 
Jesus Christ is in the incomparable position to 
offer full remission of sins to all who believe 
in His name, to impart unto them His life- 
giving Spirit, and to keep that which they 
commit unto Him against the great day of 
manifestation of the sons of God. We need 
not further pursue our present theme; the 
grandeur of the new covenant in Christ Jesus 
our Lord dims the brightness of all other 
covenants,—‘“‘in that He saith, A new cov- 
enant, He maketh the first old. Now that 
which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to 
vanish away.” 

It is to be observed that, as regards Israel 
(and to believing Israelites this Book of Hebrews 
is addressed), the ultimate fulfilment of the 
covenant is not yet. A study of the promises 
in Old Testament Scripture proves that it is 
in the future time when the scattered nation 
shall have been gathered into their own land 
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in unbelief, and after terrible judgments, there 
will be a conversion of the whole nation to 
Christ, then manifested in His glory in the 
land. ‘And so all Israel shall be saved.” 


Is there not sufficiency for a trembling sinner 
in this assurance? ‘‘ Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regen- 
eration and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; 
that, being justified by His grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.’ ‘*There remaineth therefore a rest to 
the people of God; for he that is entered into 
his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works as God did from His.” 


ee 
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IX. 


FHSUS, CHRIST BETTER THAN THE 
TABERNACLE. 


(HEBREWS IX.) 


Wuat strikes the observer of the great world 
religions which men have built up for themselves, 
unaided by revelation from heaven, is the far- 
offness of the deities whom they worship; the 
great gulf fixed between the worshipper and the 
being whom he worships. It is a distance that 
cannot be bridged over by gift or penance or 
pilgrimage, and there are no wings of faith 
strong enough to bear aloft the votary who 
would fain get nearer to the awful presence 
of the god he adores. There is a saying of 
Confucius, the great sage of China, “‘ Respect 
the gods, but keep them at a distance”; how 
different from the invitation, ‘‘ Draw nigh to God, Jamesiv.s. 
and He will draw nigh to you”’; or this other, 
pele, Us Gray near.in ful assurance of faith ’* Heb, x22. 
and what blessedness to know that we who 
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*“Sence were far off are made nigh in the bleed 
of Christ.” 

But it would have been vain, even for these 
who have been privileged with a revelation from 
heaven, to have sought or hoped for any near- 
ness to God, had not He Himself manifested, as 
He manifested from earliest time, His own dest 
for this nearness to His creature man. God 
walked in the garden with Adam in his inne 
cence, nor did He discontinue to visit him after 
he had fallen from innocence. We are &miliac 
with the brief but pregnant story of His walking 
with Enoch the seventh from Adam, and the 
translation of that saint of the eld world te the 
presence-chamber on high. Ged had familiar 
converse with Abraham; “Shall I hide from 
Abraham that which I de?” and He “ spake 
to Moses as a man to his friend ™; farther, when 
that great leader had taken the people clean 
away from the land of Egypt and its heathen 
idolatries, out into the pure air of the encen: 
taminated desert, the Lord, notwithstanding all 
the perversities and murmurings of His chosen 
people, gave forth this gracious edict, “Let 
them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell 
among them™; and in that sanctuary, whether 
in earlier tabernacle or in subsequent temple 
buildings, the glory of Ged was manifested. 
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Again and again the Lord came with messages 
to men by prophets; age after age His voice 
was heard and His will revealed; until in the 
fulness of time He “‘ sent forth His Son born of Gal. iv. 4, 
a woman, born under the law, that He might = 
redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.” And when 
the blessed Son of God had ascended up on 
high, our race was not forsaken; for at Pente- 
cost the Holy Ghost came down from heaven 
and has been abiding in the Church through all 
the Christian ages. And although there has 
been no audible voice from heaven throughout 
these ages, the long silence will be broken, it 
may be soon; for “our God shall come, and Ps.1. 3, s. 
shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before 
Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round 
about Him. He shall call to the heavens 
above, and to the earth, that He may judge 
His people: gather My saints together unto 
Me; those that have made a covenant with 
Me by sacrifice.”+ And let those who under- 
value the efficacy of the atoning blood of Jesus 


1 These verses find their explanation in 1 Thess. iv.15-17. The 
Lord from on high will call to the spirits of the saints who are 
asleep in paradise, ‘‘the heavens”; and ‘‘to the earth” where 
lie their bodies long in the dust, —and where those ‘‘ that are alive 
that are left” are awaiting the summons; and together they ‘‘meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
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Christ, observe what is the distinguishing mark 
of these gathered saints—it is the blood-mark 
that is upon them who alone are in covenant 
with God, through the one great sacrifice fore- 
shadowed in Abel’s and all subsequent divinely 
appointed sacrifices for sin. 

But we revert for a little to the teaching of 
the tabernacle, which is the subject of our 
present chapter (the ninth of Hebrews), and the 
contrasted and greater glory of Him of whom 
that tabernacle spake in figure and type; and 
truly, whilst in measure the exclamation may 
be applied to the temporary structure of the 
tabernacle or to the more permanent but far 
from perpetual temples of Solomon, of Zerub- 
babel, or of Herod, in a far higher sense is it 
true of Christ, ‘‘In His temple everything saith 
Glory!” ‘Destroy this temple,” -said our 
Lord, ‘‘and in three days I will raise it up. 
. . . But He spake of the temple of His body.” 
We are told concerning the great evangelical 
prophet, ‘‘ These things said Isaiah, because he 
saw His glory; and he spake of Him.’ In like 
manner did the tabernacle and the sacred 
vessels show forth Christ’s glory; and they 
spake of Him and none other for fifteen 
hundred years of typical observance before He 
was manifested to Israel. 
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Into the great enclosure of the sanctuary, 
surrounded by white linen hangings supported 
by wooden pillars resting upon sockets of 
brass, there was one entrance and one only, 
alike for the ministering priests and for the 
people who came to offer sacrifice. Even at 
the threshold of God’s appointed place for 
worship the worshipper was confronted with 
this initial object-lesson, explained by our Lord 
Himself, ‘I am the door of the sheep... . I 
am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, 
and shall find pasture’’; a truth emphasised 
by Peter in face of the Jewish rulers, ‘“ In none 
other is there salvation ; for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved.” Is this a 
hard saying? Is it cruel to tell the truth and 
to dissipate illusions ? What salvation is there 
in Confucianism, in Buddhism, in Moham- 
medanism? In which of these, or in which 
of the more degraded religions to which poor 
sin-burdened humanity has betaken itself, is 
there any experience of ‘‘love, joy, peace’? 
Nay, ‘‘by their fruits ye shall know them,” 
and whilst their votaries ‘‘ profess that they 
know God, in works they deny Him, being 
abominable, and disobedient, and unto every 


John x. 7, 
9. 


Acts iv, 12. 


Titus i, 16, 


Titusii. 11. 


r Tim. ii. 
SOs 


Exod. xxix. 
37 


154 JESUS CHRISi BET DRS DAN 


good work reprobate.” But whilst the obe- 
dience of faith in Christ is rigidly exclusive 
of all other religions, it is for mankind most 
blessedly inclusive, and opens a wide embrace 
to all the human race; “for the grace of God 
hath appeared bringing salvation to all men”; 
and inasmuch as ‘‘there is one God,’ there is 
“one mediator also between God and men, 
Himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself 
a ransom for all’; and His disciples have been 
ringing out the truth for nearly nineteen cen- 
turies, ‘‘ Whosoever will may come.” 

Passing through the curtain which covered 
the entrance to the court, the first object that 
met the eye was the great brazen altar of burnt- 
offering; ‘“‘an altar most holy.” (Its size and 
prominence are very marked in any model con- 
structed in true proportion to the measurements 
recorded in the Book of Exodus.) The great 
lesson of the need of atoning sacrifice was 
pressed indelibly on the mind and heart of 
the solemnised and sin-burdened Israelite who 
entered the sacred precincts; on the brazen 
altar were offered the morning and the even- 
ing lamb throughout wellnigh fifty generations ; 
besides all the special offerings on solemn festival 
days, and the manifold individual offerings for 
sins and shortcomings through all these long 
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ages; all pointing forward to ‘the Lamb of Johni. 29. 
God which taketh away the sin of the world”; 

“the Lamb which hath been slain from the foun- Rev. xiii. 8. 
dation of the world.” And as the altar of burnt- 
offering was the most conspicuous object for the 
attention of Israel through all their history until 

the coming of Christ; so is Christ Himself, up- 

lifted on the cross of shame at Calvary, the cen- 

tral object for the gaze of all mankind in all the 

ages since that offering was completed and ac- John xii. 
cepted. ‘I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will >” 
draw all men unto Myself.” In the Jewish dis- 
pensation the central and all-important thing 

was the altar for sacrifice ; standing by that altar 

the worshipper looked back to the sin of Adam 
across intervening ages of sin and death, and 

then he looked forward, with dimmed and per- 
plexed gaze it may be, to the coming Deliverer 

who was to fulfil the typical offerings in His 

own person upon the cross. The central thing 

for true believers in this age is not an altar but 

a table, the Lord’s Table; and worshipping at 

that table we cast a backward gaze at Calvary 

and upon Him who there hung upon the tree of 
shame, bearing our sin and curse; and we look 
forward with joyful hope, ‘‘ until He come,” to 

the approaching day when He shall call us up to 

be with Him and to be for ever in His presence. 
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As with all the other vessels of the sanctuary, 
so with the altar, Moses was commanded, ‘‘ See 
that thou make them after the pattern which 
hath been showed thee in the mount.” A king 
of Judah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, in the period 
midway between Aaron and Christ, once paid a 
visit to the city of Damascus; he saw there an 
altar of another pattern, and persuaded the 
priest Urijah to remove the old-fashioned altar 
out of its place and to put there the altar of the 
Damascene pattern, and he offered thereupon 
his offerings; but we are told these deeds “‘ were 
the ruin of him and of all Israel.” In like man- 
ner we see in our day that men have been to 
Rome, ‘‘the mother of the harlots and of the 
abominations of the earth”’; they have brought 
over to our land the pattern of Romish altars 
and other evil things, and displacing the Com- 
munion-table with its feast of love and fellow- 
ship, ignoring the completeness of Christ’s aton- 
ing work and the blessed hope of His return, 
even ‘‘as the serpent beguiled Eve through his 
craftiness,”’ the minds of the people of England 
are being ‘‘ corrupted from the simplicity and the 
purity that is towards Christ”; and this apos- 
tasy is like to be the ruin of these false teachers 
and of all England with them. 

Beyond the altar, but only for the use of 
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the ministering priests, was the great laver 
or vessel for cleansing, emblematic of the 
Word which regenerates: it was for those 
who were officially nigh unto God, and for 
whom atoning sacrifice had already been made 
at the altar; first the blood, afterwards the 
water; just as in the present age ‘Christ 


loved the Church and gave Himself for it, * 


that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the Word.” Christ 
is our altar and our sacrifice for the putting 
away of our sins, and He is also our Laver 
for cleansing from defilement day after day. 
He, the Living Word of God, is in the written 
Word. ‘“ By what means shall a young man 
cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto 
according to Thy Word.” And now that all 
true believers are ‘“‘living stones, built up a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood,” they 
may come with purged consciences and un- 
burdened hearts to Him who says, ‘“‘ Now 
ye are clean through the Word which I have 
spoken unto you.” 

We next approach the holy place, into which 
none but the descendants of Aaron could ven- 
ture to set foot: constructed of boards of 
shittim - wood covered over with pure gold, 
each board resting upon a massive socket of 
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silver moulded from the redemption-money of 
the people of Israel; the foundation of the 
building thus laid emblematically in Christ’s 
redemption; the whole, when set up, covered 
over completely with four immense curtains, 
the innermost of blue, purple, scarlet, and 
fine twined linen, the next of goats’ hair, the 
third of rams’ skins dyed red, and the outer- 
most of badgers’ skins; at the entrance a 
beautifully wrought curtain; and where the 
most holy place or innermost shrine was divided 
from the holy place, another beautiful curtain 
adorned with figures of cherubim. This curtain 
or veil was undoubtedly an emblem of our 
Lord, and He is thus referred to as the way 
to God for the believer, ‘A new and living 
way, through the veil, that is to say, His 
flesh”; and when His flesh was torn by the 
nails and the spear of the cruel Roman soldiers, 
in the hour of His expiring agony, “the veil 
of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom,” proclaiming that the way into 
the holiest was then opened up without hin- 
drance to all true believers. 

In the “first tabernacle’ the priest upon 
entering would behold straight in front of 
him the golden altar of incense, or, as it is 
called, ‘‘the altar before the Lord,” placed 
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outside of the inner veil, and therefore very 
near to the inner holiest of all. Through this 
altar and the sweet incense burnt upon it, 
there went up to the Most High the savour 
of a sweet smell, emblem (it seems most pro- 
bable) of the acceptableness of Christ unto 
God as the medium of His people’s prayers. 
This explanation gains consistency if we regard 
fora moment a scene in the future, a heavenly 
scene, which is thus described: “‘ Another angel 
came and stood over the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto him much 
incense, that he should add it unto the prayers 
of all the saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne.” In none of these great 
emblems is it necessary to invent ingenious or 
far-fetched theories which might adapt them- 
selves with more or less satisfaction to the 
mind of the reverent student of the Word of 
God; the meaning is “writ large” in the 
New Testament; “they are all plain to him 
that understandeth, and right to them that 
find knowledge.” ? 

On the priest’s right hand on entering the 
holy place—that is to say, towards the north 


1 The whole of this subject has been fully and ably dealt with 
by the late Mr Henry W. Soltau in ‘The Tabernacle and the 
Priesthood’ (Morgan & Scott), and also by Pastor Frank White 
in ‘ Christ in the Tabernacle’ (S. W. Partridge & Co.) 
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side of the chamber—stood the table of shew- 
bread, a table covered with pure gold, bearing 
twelve loaves, ‘‘the continual bread,’ renewed 
every Sabbath-day; for then the loaves which 
were taken off the table were eaten by the 
priests within the holy place. Fit emblem this 
of Him who is ‘‘the bread of God which 
cometh down out of heaven”: an emblem 
transferred to our own more favoured dis- 
pensation in the memorial supper, wherein all 
who are partakers of Christ by faith in His 
broken body and shed blood have continued 
to feed upon Him and find spiritual strength 
and refreshment in every successive period of 
the Church. He who so wondrously fed the 
five thousand with five barley loaves and two 
small fishes is sustaining to-day the millions 
of believers who receive Him into their hearts, 
whilst obeying His command, ‘‘Do this in 
remembrance of Me’’; eating the broken bread, 
drinking of the outpoured wine; for they find 
it true, ‘‘The words that I have spoken unto 
you are spirit and are life.’ Yes, Lord Jesus, 
our hearts respond to Thy gracious declaration, 
‘“‘T am the bread of life; he that cometh to 
Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth 
on Me shall never thirst.” 

The only other vessel in the holy place was 
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the golden candlestick, or seven-branched lamp- 
stand, on the south side of the chamber—that 
is, on the priests’ left hand as he entered. No 
window was provided in the plan of the sanc- 
tuary—the light was from within, not from with- 
out; resembling in this respect “the holy city 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God,” which is “the bride, the wife of the 


Lamb”; and which “hath no need of the sun, Rev. xxi. 


neither of the moon, to shine upon it; for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the lamp thereof 
is the Lamb.” The lamp-stand is a lovely 
emblem of our blessed Lord in one of His 
most important characteristics: as He Himself 
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claimed, ‘‘I am the Light of the world’’; as John viii. 


the Apostle John declared, ‘‘ That was the true 
Light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world”’; as Peter told the scattered 
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you out of darkness into His marvellous light ” ; 2 


and, as Paul instructed the Corinthians, they 


were to behold ‘‘the light of the knowledge of 2 Cor. iv. 


the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” i 

And not only does the light shine forth from 

Christ personally in spiritual splendour and 

moral beauty, but the same light comes from 

Christ mystical—that is to say, from Himself 

the head and from His Church the members 
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of His body, who are one; for He plainly told 
His disciples, “‘ Ye are the light of the world” ; 
and of necessity it must be so, for the true 
unity of Christ and believers demands this one- 
ness in light - bearing, ‘‘ Because as He is, so 
are we in this world.” And whilst the Church 
gives forth not her own light but the reflected 
light of the Sun of righteousness, of lesser 
brilliancy and warmth than His own, yet her 
steady reflection of His light and His truth 
will always bring blessing and enlightenment 
to them that sit in darkness. And inasmuch as 
the lamp-stand in the earthly sanctuary needed 
the repeated supply of the holy oil to keep the 
light continually burning, so was Christ anointed 
without measure by the Holy Ghost; and how 
unceasingly does the Church require the pres- 
ence and power of that same Holy Spirit for 
indwelling and outshining, if she is to ‘‘ give 
light to all that are in the house,” and to “let 
her light shine before men.” 

In the holy place there was no seat; the 
priests stood ministering, their work was never 
complete; but Jesus Christ, ‘“‘when He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God.” Nor in the holiest 
of all was there any seat for the high priest, 
who alone was privileged to enter there, and 
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that but once a-year, not without blood. Pass- 
ing the costly and beautiful veil which divided 
the holy place from the most holy, what did 
Israel’s high priest behold when he entered the 
innermost sanctuary ? 

Here, in the midst, was the ark of the cove- 
nant covered within and without with pure gold, 
overshadowed with the two cherubim, also of 
pure gold, with heads bowed over the covering 
of the ark, the mercy-seat, upon which was 
sprinkled the blood from the basin in the high 
priest’s hand. Inside the ark were “the two 
tables of stone which Moses put therein at 
Horeb.”’- Here we have another representation 
of our blessed Lord, ‘“‘Lo, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of Me, I delight 
to do Thy will, O My God; yea, Thy law is 
within my heart”; nothing within His mind 
or heart but perfect conformity to the will of 
God; the gold of the ark betokening His divine 
nature and the wood His human nature; and 
the sprinkled blood declaring the outward mani- 
festation of His obedience unto death when 
He consummated the purpose of God in all 
the sanctuary typical services, and “through 
the eternal spirit offered Himself without spot 
unto God.” Possibly the figures of the cheru- 
bim, bowed reverently over ‘‘the blood - be- 
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sprinkled mercy - seat,’’ are significant of the 
inquiring wonder elsewhere expressed, ‘‘ which 
things angels desire to look into’”’: their attitude 
and that of the seraphim may well teach us a 
lesson of reverence and true adoration as we 
draw near unto God in holy worship. “‘ Put off 
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where- 
on thou standest is holy ground.” 

In these tabernacle teachings it may emphati- 
cally be declared that ‘‘ Christ is all and in all”’; 
the savour of His name, the significance of His 
atoning and His intercessory work, pervades the 
whole symbolism ; His work upon earth and His 
work in the heavenlies for His blood - bought 
Church is apparent in the light of New Testa- 
ment revelation. ‘‘ We have an altar, whereof 
they have no right to eat which serve the 
tabernacle.”” No Jewish priesthood, no priestly 
class in this or any age, has exclusive right 
to the benefits of the sacrificial death of Jesus 
Christ our Lord; these are available for all 
the royal priesthood, the whole redeemed 
Church of God. For our daily cleansing 
we need no laver for the removal of mere 
outward defilements; we are to ‘lay aside all 
filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and 
receive with meekness the engrafted Word which 
is able to save our souls.””’ We need no human 
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or angelic intercessors, no virgin mother of our 
Lord, who herself acknowledged her need of a 
Saviour. As we know only One who “hath 
power on earth to forgive sins,” with whom our 
hearts are satisfied ; so we know and find per- 
fect rest in ‘‘ the mediator of a new covenant,” 
a ‘‘better covenant, which hath been enacted 
on better promises.” We have, moreover, in 
Christ the true bread of life for the sustenance 
of our spiritual life, and the true light ‘ to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.” And, finally, 
through the rent veil we have unhindered access 
“into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by 
the way which He dedicated for us, a new and 
living way”’; therefore ‘‘ having a Great Priest 
over the house of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart in fulness of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience.” 

“It was the good pleasure of the Father that 
in Him should all the fulness dwell.” 


Do I address any one who prefers the shadow 
to the substance; who would go back to old 
covenant type when new covenant completeness 
speaks so plainly and with satisfying fulness 
to the heart; who thinks that a new and un- 
authorised ritual can be pleasing to Him who 
hath done away with ritual and ‘“‘carnal ordi- 
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nances imposed until a time of reformation,” 
and who offers us in Christ Jesus the peace and 
joy which our hearts long for? Oh, abandon 
these broken cisterns which can hold no water, 
Rey, xxi.6. and flee to ‘‘the fountain of the water of life,” 
which is flowing freely for all that are athirst. 
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JESUS CHRIST. BETTER THAN THE LAW. 


(HEBREWS X.) 


By ‘‘the Law” we understand either the fully 
revealed will of God, or the ten words given by 
Jehovah to Moses at Sinai, coupled with the 
detailed ceremonial requirements committed to 
the Levitical priesthood. What we have first 
mentioned is of course law for all time; the 
second is suitable for mankind as a rule of life 
in past ages and in the present; the third (the 
ceremonial law) was done away on the com- 
pletion of Christ’s work. Speaking of the moral 
law, aS we sometimes describe the Ten Com- 
mandments, Paul says, ‘‘ The law is holy, and 
the commandment holy, and righteous, and 


good;”’ again, ‘‘The law is spiritual;” and 
again, ‘“‘I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man.” Our Saviour expressly taught 


His own perfect agreement with this law, 
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‘Think not that I came to destroy the Law and 
the Prophets: I came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass away from the law, till all things be 
accomplished.’ When therefore we are con- 
fronted with the apostle John’s utterance, ‘‘ The 
law was given by Moses; grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ,” we are not to imagine that 
grace is antagonistic to law, that Jesus Christ 
undervalued or could trample upon law, or that 
He was to introduce something that would bring 
the law into contempt. No; when the apostle 
further announces, ‘‘The only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath 
declared Him,” we are led to look out not for 
any contradiction or for any reversal of the law, 
but for such explanation and revelation of the 
true and inner meaning and obligation of the 
law as would glorify more than ever Him who 
wrote and gave to Moses the commandments at 
Sinai; as they would also bring glory to Him of 
whom John further spake, ‘‘The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” 

The Law which Jesus Christ announced was 
ampler in its reach, more heart-searching in the 
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sharpness of its probe, more spiritual in its 
inward revelations to the conscience, and more 
awful in its utter condemnation of sin than ever 
the law given by Moses had proved to be asa 
power over the hearts and lives of God’s chosen 
people Israel. It was to that people that He 
preached what we call the Sermon on the 
Mount; for as He on another occasion said, 
‘*T was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel’’; and unless we keep distinct in 
our conceptions those sections of the human 
race to which God has assigned a distinct posi- 
tion, we shall get into hopeless confusion con- 
cerning His ways and His workings; these 
sections are ‘‘the Jews, the Gentiles, and the 
Church of God.” To His Church Jesus Christ 
had something else to say; but the very forma- 


tion and existence of “‘ the Church, which is His £ 


body,” was a revelation first made to the apostle 
Paul,! even “‘ the mystery which in all ages hath 
been hid in God,” “‘ hid from all ages and genera- 
tions; but now hath it been manifested to His 
saints.” 

Let us then bear in mind that ‘‘ the holy One 
of Israel,’ as Isaiah loves to describe Jehovah, 


. 1 For fuller explanation of this important but neglected subject, 
see Dr E. W. Bullinger’s valuable pamphlet, ‘The Mystery’ 
(Eyre & Spottiswoode, Great New Street, E.C.) 
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has always had in view a holy people to glorify 
Him upon the earth, as Jesus Christ, alone of 
all the human race, has hitherto done; and one 
part of His mission to this earth was to declare 
to His kinsmen according to the flesh what 
His Father wanted them to be in all holy 
obedience. 

Passing over the beatitudes in the fifth chapter 
of Matthew, look at the amplifications of some 
of the commandments as Jesus Christ viewed 
them from God’s holy standpoint: ‘‘ Ye have 
heard that it was said to them of old time, 
Thou «shalt not: ‘kill; «2... “buts I say ante 
you, that every one who is angry with his 
brother shall be in danger of the judgment. 

Ye have heard that it was said, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery; but I say unto you, 
that every one that looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her 
already in his heart; 5 5 a eYeu haves beard 
that it was said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
and hate thine enemy; but I say unto you, 
Love your enemies.”’ Look at our Lord’s brief 
summary in His answer to the lawyer’s question, 
‘Which is the great commandment in the law? 
He said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul} 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
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great commandment. And a second like unto 
it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hangeth the 
whole Law, and the Prophets.” We are not left 
in doubt as to this amongst other purposes of 
Christ as coming King of Israel. ‘‘ The Son of 
man shall send forth His angels, and they shall 
gather out of His kingdom all things that cause 
stumbling, and them that do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be 
the weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the king- 
dom of their Father.” 

For Holy Scripture encourages us to believe 
that it is God’s purpose to have a holy people 
sooner or later upon this earth. Early in Israel’s 
history He declared, ‘‘ Thou art an holy people 
unto the Lord thy God.” As one has said, ‘A 
destiny of holiness was imposed upon Israel ; 
holy judgments if they did not conform to this 
law of their existence; resulting in a holy rem- 
nant purified by repeated judgments.” 

Can we conceive it possible that God will fail 
of His purpose to have a holy people in the 
earth; will Satan continue to triumph in his 
seeming defeat of God’s blessed design, “‘ This 
people have I formed for Myself, they shall show 
forth My praise”? It would be sheer unbelief 
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to acquiesce in the mournful conclusion that a 
holy people in the earth is an impossibility. 
We who look for the awe-inspiring but most 
blessed and glorious moment when “the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God,” when the living be- 
lievers will be changed into the likeness of 
Christ, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible 
—we anticipate assuredly the transformation of 
all the saints of God into a company who shall 
be ‘‘faultless before the throne of God.” And 
may I here remark that, in my humble judg- 
ment, that wonderful transformation will far 
transcend in marvellous change into beauty of 
holiness anything ever witnessed or experienced 
in our present condition from lowest sinnerhood 
to highest saintship. And if God’s glorious 
power can accomplish this wonder for His saints 
who are to dwell with Christ in the heavenlies, 
cannot that same power effect a similar change 
in recovered and restored Israel, when Christ 
shall at length sit upon the throne of His father 
David in Jerusalem ? 

And indeed God has decreed it. To those 
who believe in the literal truth of His Holy 
Word, and that He will accomplish all His 
good pleasure, there is no setting aside of such 
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promises as these: ‘‘ Thy people also shall be 
all righteous:” ‘‘ They shall call them the holy 
people ;” or this wonderful and suggestive 
word, “‘It shall come to pass, that before they 
call, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear.” For whilst it is true 
that for His blood-bought Church in this age, 
‘God is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think,” and the history of the 
Church is full of gracious experience of the over- 
flowing love of God and His answers to believ- 
ing prayer, yet I venture to think that immediate 
answers to prayer are not the rule but the ex- 
ception; that there is often the discipline which 
tests our faith in long waiting for the desired 
answers, and this because our petitions are 
mingled with desires not altogether in accord 
with the will and holiness of God. But a per- 
fectly holy people will have no mingled motives, 
no desires which are not accordant with the mind 
of Christ, no modification to-morrow of the re- 
quests offered up to-day because of a clearer 
perception of what is most honouring to God. 
In an age and in a land where “holiness unto 
the Lord” will even be upon the bells or 
bridles of the horses; when ‘“‘every pot in 
Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto 
the Lord of hosts”; when ‘‘the remnant of 
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Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak hes” ; 
when cometh to pass the prophecy, ‘‘ The King 
of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee ; 
thou shalt not see evil any more,” and the 
closing word of Ezekiel, ‘‘ The name of the city 
from that day shall be, The Lord is there’’; 
—when these promises shall be fulfilled, as ful- 
filled they must be, with as exact literality as 
were fulfilled the promises concerning our 
Lord’s first coming, then will there appear on 
the earth not only a faultlessly holy Ruler, 
Prince of peace and King of righteousness, but 
a holy people to surround Him, who shall ac- 
complish His pleasure and become His wit- 
nesses unto the ends of the earth. If minute 
and probably unnoticed promises lay embedded 
in the Psalms and Prophets concerning the vir- 
gin mother of our Lord, His birthplace at Beth- 
lehem, His flight into Egypt, His home in 
Nazareth, His ministry in Galilee, His riding 
into Jerusalem on an ass, His thirst upon the 
cross, the parting of His garments by the 
soldiers; if we rest our faith in the Christ who 
has come, upon these and similar verifications of 
His mission to Israel and the formation of His 
Church, can we set aside as figures of speech 
or as utterances to be “spiritualised”’ for the 
comfort of believers, the unfulfilled and care- 
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fully detailed prophecies concerning His glorious 
future for Israel? Is not this to handle “the 


word of God deceitfully” instead of “rightly z 


dividing the word of truth’”?? Remember it is 
“the word of truth,” and God is a God of 
truth. St Paul said to Agrippa, ‘‘ Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible with you that 
God should raise the dead?” And the goodly 
fellowship of the prophets might well ask the 
Christians of this age, ‘‘ Why deem it impos- 
sible for Jehovah to raise up from the degraded 
and ruined race of Israel a people who shall live 
before Him in the beauty of holiness?”? And 
further we may add, how could the Holy One 
of Israel dwell among them in visible presence, 
were Israel not only ‘‘all saved,” but all holy, 
walking in the light of God? 

And so the day may be expected when restored 
Israel, cleansed from sin and uncleanness through 
the “‘ fountain opened to the house of David and 
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the inhabitants of Jerusalem,” will, like their % 


kinsman Redeemer, ‘‘ magnify the law and 
make it honourable”’; for there will have been 
fulfilled to them the promise of a new covenant, 


“‘T will put my law in their inward parts, and in Jer. xxxi. 


their heart will I write it’; heart-obedience will 
be rendered to their King. 
Thus far as regards Israel. We have seen 
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how Jesus Christ by His life and teachings in 
the midst of that people exceeded in complete 
obedience and in highest conception all that had 
previously been imagined as possible in living 
unto God or in explaining God’s meaning of 
His already revealed will. But whilst Christ 
remained on earth the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given. The descent of the blessed Spirit in- 
augurated a new era; for whilst God in former 
ages had condescended to visit men in the 
Shekinah cloud or in visions, and for a season 
as ‘‘God manifest in the flesh’’; now there 
began to dwell within redeemed men the grace 
of the blessed Holy Ghost, true real pres- 
ence of ‘‘ God with us’’; parallel in character 
but antecedent in time to the new covenant 
blessing promised to Israel which we have re- 
ferred to above; the interpreter to us of God’s 
mind as revealed in His Word, prompting the 
believer to the imitation of Jesus Christ, bidding 
away sinful desires, stimulating to holy thoughts 
and holy living; creating anew a people to de- 
light in God’s will; a people who are law-abid- 
ing, not law-breakers, and who, in the apostolic 
teaching which was promised by Christ when 

John xiv, the Comforter should have come, find the high- 

26, xv. 26 

xvi 13. e€St level of holy precept that has ever been 
disclosed to man—higher far than the best 
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teachings of saints or sages or seekers after 
God who have sought to raise fallen humanity 
or to offer incentives to the pursuit of holiness. 
Jesus Christ has vanished out of our sight, but 
to this day His true disciples are not bereft of 
His guidance; for the Holy Ghost is with us 
until He come again. And in such inspired 
utterances as we are privileged to possess in 
Paul’s Epistles to the Ephesian and other 
churches, or in the general Epistles of John, 
there is unfolded to obedient believing hearts 
a rule of life too high for attainment, had we 
not the abiding of the Holy Spirit to give victory 
over sin, and heaven-born desires for Christ- 
likeness. No antinomianism is admissible by 
the obedient reader of Eph. iv. 17 to vi. g. 
Briefly, we may say that Jesus Christ is better 
than the Law, inasmuch as law often remains a 
dead letter, but He became its living exempli- 
fication in all its length and breath and depth 
and height. The Law was written on two tables 
of stone, but He was the “living stone, rejected 
indeed of men, but with God elect, precious” ; 
in Him was solved the problem, until then in- 
soluble, of perfect obedience to all the will of 
God ; and into this obedience His disciples are 
invited to follow Him; and thus, ‘as living 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a 
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holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

In a healthy human body life flows in pleas- 
ant unconsciousness of the operations which 
the various unseen organs are ceaselessly and 
noiselessly carrying on for the maintenance of 
life and activity. It is when disease or disorder 
lays hold of the bodily frame that we become 
conscious of the presence of these organs. 
Sleeplessness tells of an overwrought brain ; 
other symptoms are the complainings of heart 
or lungs or nerves, calling for rest or remedy. 
And in the spiritual sphere there is an analogy ; 
it is when we transgress God’s holy law, when 
we come short of known duty or fail in obedi- 
ence, when the old nature would reassert its 
power, the child of God becomes conscious of 
the existence of a law that is broken, of a short- 
coming that is unworthy, of an old enemy 
within that has to be withstood and overcome. 
But when we are enabled by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit to walk in obedience, to abide in 
Christ, and to please God, we are unconscious 
of the presence of law, for we are in harmony 
with law; grace has lifted us up to the level of the 
holy will of our heavenly Father, and we gladly 
acquiesce in all His requirements ; ‘‘ Our fellow- 
ship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus 
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Christ.” And so we conclude that whilst we 
are not saved by our law-keeping, but by our 
acceptance of our Saviour Jesus Christ in the 
completeness of His obedience, sufferings, and 
death, we are at the same time endued with a 
power which enables us to understand ‘ how 
we are to walk and to please God”; and whilst 
we adoringly acknowledge Christ’s undivided 
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the Father that in Him should all the fulness 
dwell,’ we must not with a false humility ignore 
the gracious provision made for all true believers, 
“‘ Of His fulness have all we received, and grace 
for grace.” 


Have you yet sought for your share out of His 
fulness? Or are you satisfied to have secured sal- 
vation through His cross and passion, and then 
to live carelessly, dishonouring the Holy Name 
whereby you are called? Is it thus you are con- 
tent to live the life which He has redeemed—an 
unworthy, ungrateful, self-pleasing life? ‘‘Awake, 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall shine upon thee.” ‘‘It is high time 
to awake out of sleep, for now is salvation 
nearer to us than when we first believed.” 
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JESUS CHRIST BETTER THAN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS. 


(HEBREWS XI.) 


Gop has promised to Israel His people, as part 
of the new and better covenant, not only the 
complete remission of their sins, but a most 
blessed oblivion of their sins: ‘‘I will forgive 
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more”’; a promise claimed by the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and thrice repeated. 
In the Old and New Testaments alike we have 
striking proofs of God’s faithfulness to this 
remarkable promise —an instalment and illus- 
tration thus furnished of what God intends to 
do in time to come; the books of the Chronicles 
omitting mention of the recorded sins of His 
people? which had found a place earlier in the 


1 In the late Dr Adolph Saphir’s earliest book, ‘Christ and 
the Scriptures’—a book well worthy of perusal by Bible-loving 
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books of Samuel and of the Kings; amongst 
other things narrating to us what we should 
not have discovered in the earlier books, the 
repentance and acceptance of King Manasseh, 
who had filled Jerusalem with blood and multi- 
plied heathen abominations and idolatries. And 
in the marvellous group of biographies of Old 
Testament saints, furnished in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews, there is a similar and 
gracious silence concerning the faults and sins 
of the heroes of faith whose deeds are passed 
in review before us. 

In St Stephen’s porch, the chief entrance to 
our Houses of Parliament, there stand on either 
side, and at each extremity of the hall, statues 
in white marble of the great orators and states- 
men who have helped to mould the history of 
the British race for three centuries past,—a 
splendid group of men, of whom the nation 
might well be proud, had not we before us the 
humbling reminder, ‘‘ Cease ye from man, whose 
breath is in his nostrils; for wherein is he to 
be accounted of?” No sculptured marble, no 
“monument more lasting than brass,” or of any 
Christians —he points out the remarkable difference between 
sacred and secular history and biography: in the former the 
whole truth is told concerning the great characters who are men- 


tioned—their sins as well as their victories; in the latter, crimes 
of heroes are slurred over, and sin is treated as’a trivial thing. 
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material fashioned by man, can discover to us 
the features or the stature of the Old Testament 
worthies; but Jehovah in His imperishable 
Word has handed down to generations of men 
His estimate and His portraiture of those who 
were ‘“‘strong through faith, giving glory to 
God,” yet ‘‘of whom the world was not 
worthy,’”’—men fitted to be an example and an 
incentive to all believers in after ages. 

In any comparison between Jesus Christ and 
these Old Testament saints or the best of them, 
we may not (at the point we have reached in 
this eleventh chapter) bring into view that 
which God has committed to the deep silence 
of His own forgetfulness; we are invited to look 
at these men at their best and in those out- 
standing episodes of their lives which brought 
glory to Him who had made them chosen 
vessels for His own use in carrying out His 
great designs for Israel. In the thirteenth 
chapter of 1st Corinthians we treasure Paul’s 
hymn of love; in the eleventh of Hebrews we 
possess a triumphal ode to faith. In the one is 
tenderness, in the other is strength; the former 
is impersonal, the latter is filled with vivid per- 
sonality ; and the spirit of God directs our gaze 
to the special lineaments of these old-world 
saints in such fashion that we cannot err in our 
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appreciation of what was found in them of 
worthiness suitable for our imitation. 

“Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain, through which he had 
witness borne to him that he was righteous.” 
Thus early in human history did God set His 
seal to the value of atoning blood, and regard 
Abel as righteous through the righteousness of 
the great Antitype and the value of ‘‘ the blood 
of sprinkling that speaketh better than of Abel.” 
Enoch, first of mankind to escape the dishonour 
of death, type of the living believers who will 
be changed at the rapture of the saints, ‘‘ had 
witness borne to him that he had been well 
pleasing to God.” In this respect he stands 
out conspicuous and solitary among the ante- 
diluvian generations of men; but greater than 
he is One whose walk with God had been from 
eternity, even He who “received from God the 
Father honoursand glory, when there came such 
a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
‘“Noah prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house, through which he condemned the 
world’; and as the reward of his faith he 
became the progenitor of the race which arose 
after the Flood: but our Lord Jesus Christ has 
prepared and perfected by His living and dying 
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a safe refuge for the countless multitude of the 
redeemed who have put their trust in Him; 
‘“And this is the condemnation, that the light 
has come into the-world, and men loved the 
darkness rather than the light; for their works 
were evil.’”” Abraham became a stranger and a 
sojourner far from his home, looking for a city 
which had foundations ; he was willing to offer 
up even his beloved son Isaac, believing that 
God could raise him from the dead; and he had 
the promise of a seed numerous as the stars in 
heaven. Our Lord, whose day Abraham saw 
afar off and was glad, transcends the father of 
the faithful; He became an exile from His 
heavenly home during His sojourn in humilia- 
tion here below; as God’s ‘‘ master workman” 
He is builder of the city which is coming down 
out of heaven from God, of which the Lamb is 
to be the light. He ‘‘through the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot unto God,” and 
rose again from the dead on the third day; and 
all the saved from amongst Jews and Gentiles 
alike are the purchase of His blood, and are 
called by the name of Christ. Isaac, the child 
of promise on whose life hung the perpetuation 
of Abraham’s race, ‘“‘ blessed Jacob and Esau, 
even concerning things to come,” but with 
blessings differing in degree and in character ; 
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for Esau cut himself off from the succession to 
the promises made to Abraham and renewed to 
Isaac, and his descendants the Edomites be- 
came aliens to and enemies of the common- 
wealth of Israel. In contrast with Isaac we see 
in Jesus Christ the promised seed, hope of the 
world from the time of Adam, in whom all 
kindreds of the earth are to be blessed; earthly 
blessings to Israel in the time to come greater 
than all that had been realised under David and 
Solomon; heavenly blessings for His Church, 
Himself the centre and source of all His people’s 
joy. Besides the predictive words to his sons, 
given forth by Jacob before his departure, he had 
taken thought for his grandchildren, the sons of 
his beloved Joseph; so we read that when he was 
a-dying he ‘‘ blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 
and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his 
staff.” Our blessed Lord in the hour of agony 
and death had self-possession and concentration 
of mind for the stranger on the adjacent cross, 
and a blessing to bestow upon a great sinner ; 
“for the joy that was set before Him, enduring 
the cross, despising shame’”’; and that joy was 
the assurance of salvation to multitudes of men 
in generations yet unborn. ‘‘ Joseph, when his 
end was nigh, made mention of the departure of 
the children of Israel, and gave commandment 
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concerning his bones.” All the glory he had 
acquired in Egypt could not reconcile him to a 
grave in that idolatrous land, and the hope of 
resurrection seems to have been present to the 
mind of the dying statesman. Nor was he for- 
getful of the promises made to his forefathers 
that Canaan would be the home of their pos- 
terity ; but the body of our blessed Lord, though 
embalmed as Joseph’s was, saw no corruption, 
and His speedy and glorious resurrection is the 
outstanding fact in human history upon which 
we build our faith that His atoning death was 
accepted by God and is available for us. And 
further, we realise that His resurrection is the 
earnest and pledge of our deliverance too from 
the humiliation of death and the grave; yea 
more, that through the Christ of God ‘‘ creation 
itself shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the liberty of the glory of the 
children of God.’’ Moses chose “‘ rather to be 
evil entreated with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; ... by 
faith he kept the passover and the sprinkling of 
blood.” Our Lord was ‘‘ despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief’; ‘‘ He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not”; and in full view of the 
anguish of Gethsemane and the agony of the 
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cross, “‘ He steadfastly set His face to go unto 
Jerusalem,” and calmly told His disciples, ‘‘With 
desire I have desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer.’ ‘‘ Having loved His own which 
were in the world, He loved them unto the end.” 

Marvellous is the honour which God puts 
upon faith. And what is faith? Is it not a 
very simple thing? the same quality of mind 
and heart that we see in a little child towards 
its mother or its nurse; that a boy exhibits 
towards a father who has never deceived him; 
that friend cherishes towards his trusty friend ? 
It is a grace which naturally expands into 
love, because the experiences of well-founded 
faith awaken gratitude for the favours which 
the exercise of faith has brought home; and 
faith that again and again has been rewarded 
by promises truthfully fulfilled kindles the grace 
of hope—hope of larger and better blessings 
than our waking dreams ever conceived. They 
hang together, a lovely trinity of spirit-begotten 
movements of the inner man; and whilst con- 
fessedly ‘‘the greatest of these is love,” it is 
undeniable that the foremost in birth is faith. 
And though it came to pass more than once 
in the history of the patriarchs that ‘‘ the elder 
should serve the younger,” we may claim for 
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faith, hope, and love, that each in turn sub- 
serves the purposes of the other two graces; 
and in the beautifying and strengthening of the 
believer in Christ, no one of the three can com- 
plain, ‘‘ My sister hath left me to serve alone.” 
Our hearts ought to be touched by the deep 
pathos of the attitude of the living God to- 
wards His creature man, His craving for whole- 
hearted trust: it seems, if we may dare to 
say so, that there is one unsatisfied and re- 
current want in the desires of the Eternal, the 
need of faith in Himself on the part of man. 
The same thought, or one closely parallel to 
it, is found in Christ’s conversation with the 
woman of Samaria, when He spoke of the 
Father seeking worshippers. God is unsatisfied 
unless a multitude of trusting souls are hanging 
upon His almighty arm for support and upon 
His boundless love for comfort and joy. Is 
it not a wonderful privilege and honour put 
at the disposal of the humblest of the human 
race, that he may give joy to our heavenly 
Father, and bring honour to His holy name 
by the exercise of childlike trust in the faith- 
fulness of the Maker of all things? Thus did 
these old-world saints bring glory to God; 
and in this brief but pregnant record of the 
N 
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triumphs of faith we see fulfilled the saying, 
‘‘Them that honour Me I will honour.” 
“Faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the proving of things not seen.” So 
begins this eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and 
at its ending we are told plainly that the mighty 
men of faith, whose thoughts and sayings and 
deeds are given in detail, ‘‘received not the 
promise, God having provided [or foreseen] 
some better thing concerning us, that apart 
from us they should not be made perfect.” 
What promise is here referred to? It cannot 
be the specially promised blessings to Abraham 
and his seed, for the list of the faithful ones 
goes back to Noah, back farther still to Enoch, 
and to the still remoter age of Abel. Was 
it the primeval promise of the Deliverer, the 
seed of the woman, who was to redeem the 
race from Satan’s bondage, but whose advent 
was delayed through millenniums of waiting, 
through ages chequered by frequent defeat and 
occasional victory; now by bright ascendancy 
of faith and then by relapse into apostasy 
and forgetfulness of the promises of God? 
Every one who recognised His intervention in 
human history and bowed to His sovereign 
will has been reckoned among those “whom 
the King delighteth to honour.” He has made 
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gracious mention in His Holy Word of their 
deeds of faith, and “cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea.” 

The promised seed was Jesus Christ, “God 
manifest in the flesh.” ‘The better thing 
concerning us” goes a step further in our 
judgment —it is something which God had 
‘“‘foreseen”’; and it takes us at once to the 
conception of Christ mystical—that is to say, 
Christ and the Church, the body of which He 
is the Head. This wonderful product of the 
divine wisdom, a special revelation made to 
the apostle Paul, was not disclosed even dimly 
to the Old Testament prophets. It is ‘“‘the mys- 
tery which in all ages hath been hid in God”’; 
“the mystery which hath been hid from all 
ages and generations”; “the mystery which 
hath been kept in silence through times eter- 
nal,’—not hidden, as other mysteries were 
hidden for a season in the Word, but hid in 
God until after Christ’s ascension and the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost, “that the Gentiles 
are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the 
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body, and fellow-partakers of the promise of 


Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” ! It is mani- 


1 For fuller elucidation of this deeply interesting and highly 
important question, see Dr E. W. Bullinger’s pamphlet, ‘The 
Mystery.’ Eyre & Spottiswoode, Great New Street, E.C. 
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fest from the narratives in the Acts of the 
Apostles that these divinely commissioned men 
had not fully understood our Lord’s saying, 
‘‘Other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold; them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear My voice; and they shall become one 
flock, one shepherd.” It needed a fuller revel- 
ation, as was in fact committed to the apostle 
who was ‘‘born out of due time,” and to the 
further teaching of the Holy Ghost, according 
to the promise of Christ, “‘ He shall teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I said unto you,” this amongst other things, 
that Gentiles, such as were the Ephesian be- 


lievers, who “ 


once were far off, are made nigh 
in the blood of Christ. For He is our peace, 
who hath made both one, and brake down the 
middle wall of partition; . . . that He might 
create in Himself of the twain one new man, 
so making peace; . . . and came and preached 
peace to you that were far off, and peace to 
them that were nigh; for through Him we both 
have our access in one Spirit unto the Father.” 
It seems so much a matter of course to us Gen- 
tile believers that we should have a portion 
in Christ, that we can hardly enter into the 
state of mind of the apostles, who were all Jews, 
or of the early converts to Christ, who were 
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mostly Jews, concerning the admission of the 
Gentiles to all the privileges of believing Jews. 
Neither to the apostles nor to their first con- 
verts did it appear a matter of course; it was 
to them, as it was to the Almighty disposer of 
grace, “‘a new thing in the earth.” Peter’s 
surprise when he understood the meaning of 
the vision on the house-top at Joppa, and the 
fault-finding of the Jerusalem Jews for his eat- 
ing with uncircumcised men, as well as the 
contentions of the same class with Paul and 
Barnabas at Antioch, demonstrate the reluc- 
tance of the early Church, as it was then con- 
stituted, to open wide its arms to believing 
Gentiles. But it had to be done; and this 
position, fully realised and cordially received, 
was the “‘better thing for us,” which the in- 
finitely wise God had reserved for the Gospel 
age. And herein do we not discover heights 
of glory for our Lord Jesus Christ, as we behold 
that which He beholds, a great cloud of wit- 
nesses to the value and potency of His redeem- 
ing work; countless witnesses from among the 
Jews, and a far greater multitude of Gentiles, 
who testify to the completeness and sufficiency 
of His life and death; whilst to His own great 
heart of love there comes the unspeakable joy 
long ago foretold, ‘‘He shall see of the travail Isa. liii. rr. 
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of His soul and shall be satisfied.” The faith 
in His Father in heaven which bore Him 
through all the sore trials and contradictions, 
the humiliation and shame, the cruel death 
and the grave; faith unshaken, uninterrupted, 
undiminished,—was a faith so multiform that 
it needed the enumeration of all the varied 
aspects of faith which are presented in the 
chapter before us to make up something ap- 
proaching the measure and the quality of the 
faith of our Lord and Saviour: shall we not 
rather say His faith was unapproachable? 


There is an encouraging word by the apostle 
Peter in opening his second Epistle; it is 
addressed ‘‘to them that have obtained a like 
precious faith with us in the righteousness of 
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Apostolic 
faith then was within the reach of the ordinary 
believers for whom the Epistle was written; 
and, blessed be God, it is available for the 
humblest and weakest believer now; it is within 
reach for me and for thee: the same attitude 
towards God our Saviour in which stood the 
apostles of the Lamb is the standing we are 
all invited to occupy. A story is told of a 
minister who took a letter of introduction to 
a devout woman who was known in her own 
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circle to be given to prayer and to be of a 
trusting spirit. ‘Are you,” said her visitor, 
“the woman of strong faith?” ‘No,’ she 
replied; ‘‘I am a woman of ordinary faith in 
a strong God.” Be encouraged, timid believer, 
that the strength, and all the strength, is in 
His almighty arm, and all the tenderness of 
love is in His heart. It is true of Him to-day, 
as ever it has been, ‘‘A bruised reed shall He Isa, xiii, 3, 
not break, and the smoking flax shall He not * 
quench. . . . He shall not fail nor be dis- 
couraged.” 
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TIONS OF EARTH AND CHANGES IN 
TIME. 
(HEBREWS NIL, XIII.) 


THE heading we give to this chapter calls for 
some reference to the characteristics of this 
period of the age in which we live, and which 
some one has described as “‘ the rapids of time.” 
For excepting in the apparent stability of the 
earth and the regular recurrence of the seasons 
and the succession of day and night, the scof- 
fer’s boastful disdain of possible divine inter- 
vention in sublunary affairs cannot confidently 
be maintained. When we look at the condition 
of things in our own land, or at what is passing 
in the nations around, can any man affirm 
that ‘‘all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation”? Rather do we 
not seem to be getting within measurable dis- 
tance of the awful epoch foretold by our Lord, 
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“There shall be signs in sun and moon and 
stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, 
in perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the 
billows; men fainting for fear, and for expecta- 
tion of the things which are coming on the 
world: for the powers of the heavens shall- be 
shaken.” Even already we seem to hear the 
echoes of the tumult described so graphically by 
the prophet Isaiah, “‘Ah, the uproar of many 
peoples, which roar like the roaring of the seas; 
and the rushing of nations that rush like the 
rushing of mighty waters!” 

The hidden forces of revolution and hatred 
which burst forth a century ago in France were 
trifling compared with the deep - seated and 
widespread discontent and distrust which pre- 
vail on the Continent to-day; and the weapons 
of offence available now are more appalling in 
their capacity for destruction than anything 
within the reach of the peoples who rose in 
revolt at the period referred to. The task of 
rulers has never been an easy one, but the diffi- 
culties of Governments to-day are unexampled 
in human history: kings and statesmen are be- 
wildered by the new problems which like ghosts 
arise unbidden to haunt their inner chambers 
and keep them ceaselessly on the alert. The 
peoples of Europe are crushed by military bur- 
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dens heavier than they can bear much longer, 
and the great armed camps jealously confronting 
each other are a continual menace incompatible 
with prolonged peace. Morals are suffering 
from a decline in literature and the press, re- 
markable alike for its rapidity and intensity ; 
and the rush after pleasure and the excitements 
of speculation are undermining the old-fashioned 
habits of honest industry with which former 
generations were familiar. Faith in God and 
in His revelation to man through the Scriptures 
of truth has suffered terrible eclipse within the 
half-century now near its close: in one great 
section of the Church in this country we have 
seen the astounding relapse into Romish error 
and superstition, whilst in another great sec- 
tion we find a welcome offered almost ostenta- 
tiously to unbelief and destructive criticism. 
We seem sliding down rapidly to the low spirit- 
ual level of the apostate Greek and Latin com- 
munions, or to the unabashed infidelity which 
always dwells alongside of corrupt Churches; 
and this in a land which has enjoyed Bible light 
for many generations, and among a_ people 
which used, to a large extent, to rejoice in that 
light. And if we extend our gaze beyond Eu- 
ropean limits, what compensations can we find 
in continents less favoured by Gospel influences 
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than the continent which boasts of the triumphs 
of civilisation? Do we imagine we are making 
steady if not rapid encroachment upon the dense 
mass of heathen degradation and Mohammedan 
delusion? Notwithstanding the commendable 
activities of Protestant Churches in the present 
day to send the Gospel to the benighted peoples 
of Asia and Africa, a competent writer, familiar 
with the Mission question, cannot claim more 
than three millions of converts to Protestant 
Christianity in the first ninety years of this 
rapidly closing century; whilst on the other 
hand the best available statistics of the world’s 
population, while admitting an excess of hea- 
then and Mohammedan peoples in 1810 over 
the population of Christendom to the extent 
of 270 millions, furnish us with almost over- 
whelming evidence that the excess had grown 
in 1890 to 500 millions.t' If this awful ratio of 
increase be not checked, we might expect that 
no far-distant fulfilment would arrive of the 
prediction, ‘‘ Behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall 
be seen upon thee”; a prophecy of Gentile apos- 
tasy to be followed by the restoration of Israel 


1 For details of these statistics see ‘ Things to Come,’ November 
1894, pp. 94, 95. 
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and the coming of her King and Lord. We 
have no means of ascertaining to what extent 
the Gospel won victories in the earliest Chris- 
tian age—probably more and further spreading 
than in any subsequent age: as the apostle 
Paul has left it on record, the obedience to 
Christ’s parting command was a full obedience, 
for, saith he, the Gospel ‘‘ is come unto you ; even 
as it is also in all the world bearing fruit and in- 
creasing”; and again, it “‘ was preached to every 
creature under heaven”; ‘‘yea, verily, their 
sound went out into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world’”’—and the 
word rendered “‘earth’’ or ‘“‘world” in these 
passages means the then inhabited earth. We 
have been taught to believe that nations like 
China and India and the peoples of dark Africa 
never had the Gospel offer; but it is far more 
probable, in the light of Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians, that long ages ago they had their 
opportunity, but vilely cast it away and “‘re- 
fused to have God in their knowledge”; and 
so there came upon them the thrice - repeated 
and awful condemnation, ‘“‘ God gave them up”’; 
so that, parallel with the vast increase of the 
peoples, the darkness with its far departure 
from the living God has gone on; and but for 
the Church’s testimony (too often a feeble and 
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flickering testimony) the light would have been 
extinguished altogether. This view helps to 
explain the utterance of our Lord, ‘‘ When the 
Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on the 
earth?” Considerations such as these ought 
certainly to stir up all who possess the Gospel 
to endeavour to spread the Gospel swiftly to 
every quarter of the world, so that the “‘rem- 
nant according to the election of grace” from 
among the Jews, and from the Gentiles ‘‘a 
people for His name,” may soon be gathered 
out of the world of unbelief into the Church 
of God; and that the Saviour may ‘speedily 
accomplish the number of His elect, and hasten 
His coming.” 

The texts just quoted are of themselves valid 
proof that this is not an age in which we are to 
expect universal obedience to Jesus Christ; and, 
further, the facts of Church history confirm the 
view that the Church, or Ecclesia, is but a called- 
out people from the great mass of worldliness 
and unbelief. As compared with the ‘ world 
that lieth in the wicked one,” God’s people have 
always been a “‘little flock”; and whilst we may 
hope and look for a great final ingathering be- 
fore the end of this age, when “the latter rain” 
blessing comes down upon the earth—a blessing 
similar to the blessing at Pentecost, when “the 
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former rain” descended, but far more abundant Joel ii. 23; 
—the Church need look for no universal bless- 2. 
ing until Christ comes again. Meanwhile storm 
and stress await the Church; the devil, the 
world, and the flesh, a trinity of evil, will seek 
if it were possible to crush her out of existence ; 
but we know that “the gates of hell shall not noe XVie 
prevail against her.” Nevertheless “‘ the Spirit , tim. iv. 
speaketh expressly that in later times some * * 
shall fall away. from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, through 
the hypocrisy of men that speak lies;” and at 
these very days we seem to have arrived, 
with their spread of godlessness, spiritualism 
(so called), and lapse into ancient and modern 
errors. 

That great convulsions and changes of the sur- 
face of the earth will take place at the close 
of this age is abundantly indicated in Holy 
Scripture. The overthrow of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and in a later age of Herculaneum and 
Pompeii, leave no doubt about the possibility of 
similar catastrophes on a much larger and wider 
scale. The area of the first-named of these past 
calamities, lying at present far below the sea- 
level, is to be lifted up again, and the curse 
removed; whilst the Mount of Olives will be Zech. xiv. 
cleft in twain when the feet of our blessed Lord *” *” 
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stand upon it at His second coming; and the 
greatest earthquake with which this planet has 
ever been disturbed is announced for the time 
when the bowls of the wrath of God shall be 
poured out.! Meanwhile disturbances of this 
nature are becoming both more frequent and 
more devastating, augury of that climax of up- 
heaval, terrific in its proportions, and the havoc 


, that will be wrought thereby. ‘‘ Yet once, it is 


a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I 
will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations 
shall come.” This solemn prophecy, repeated 
in the twelfth chapter of Hebrews, calls forth 
this reassuring comment for the children of God, 
“This word, yet once more, signifieth the re- 
moving of those things that are shaken, that 
those things that are not shaken may remain. 
Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer 
service well pleasing to God with reverence and 
awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” Amongst 
the ‘things to be shaken”’ is Satan, accuser of 
the brethren, doomed to be cast down from the 
heavenlies into the earth, cast forth from the 


1See Mr E. A. Rawlence’s most interesting pamphlet, ‘Jeru- 
salem a Praise in the Earth.’ (Banks & Son, Racquet Court, 
Bleet Street, xC,) 
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place to which he has long been tenaciously 
clinging, as is probably indicated in the phrase 


and then 2 Thess. 
ll. 7. 
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“until he be taken out of the way,’ 
will be enacted the most frightful scenes on this 
earth’s surface that ever mankind have witnessed 
or suffered: ‘‘ Woe for the earth and for the sea, Rev. xii. 
because the devil is gone down unto you, having 
great wrath, knowing that he hath but a short 
time.” But from the horrors of “the tribulation 


bie] 


the great one” Christ’s true people will have 


been removed, ere these ‘“‘terrible things in x Thess. 
IN See auch, 


righteousness” can transpire, by the rapture of 
the living believers and the resurrection of the 
sleeping saints. Other things will be shaken 
besides this material earth and Satan the god 
of this world. Oh, what a shaking for all who 
have placed their trust in anything less than the 
atonement, in any one other than the Christ 
of God! They will seek to hide themselves 
not among trees of the garden, where Adam 
sought to hide himself, but they will call on 
‘‘the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide Rev. vi. 16. 
us from the face of Him that sitteth on the 
throne.”” That we are approaching this momen- 
tous time no one can doubt who bows reverently 
to the Word of God and observes His provi- 
dential ordering of events. He has declared 
concerning earthly dominion, ‘I will overturn, 
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overturn, overturn it; and it shall be no more, 
until He come whose right it is; and I will give 
it Him.” Ina secular magazine for the month 
of May 1896 occurs the following extract, in- 
dicative of the impression even among men of 
the world that a great earth crisis is at hand: 
“France claims a dominant influence in Syria, 
and Syria holds Jerusalem and its holy places, 
which holy Russia would never suffer to fall 
into alien and heterodox hands. And these 
coming events are likely to cast their shadows 
considerably before.” Again, from the pen of 
the eminent French statesman Jules Simon 
comes this observation: ‘‘The vision of a 
grand final war has occurred to some minds. 
We live in a time when we must expect the 
impossible.” Do the dwellers in this peaceful 
land indulge the vain dream that Britain is 
to have perpetual immunity from disturbance 
such as the prophet Haggai foretold, such as 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews has 
emphasised? Does the Church of God, or 
such part of it as may have escaped the sinister 
influences of Rome and other forms of error, 
indulge the vain dream of bringing the world to 
the feet of Christ, without His own special in- 
tervention and personal appearing? They have 
no warrant for such expectations. It is well they 
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should be speedily disillusioned, and become 
awake to the terrific judgments that are impend- 
ing over corrupted Christendom and over the 
world that continues to reject the blessed Son of 
God. The Church, alas! is in its Laodicean 
stage of false security, “‘rich, and increased with 
goods, and in need of nothing; knowing not that 
it is wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked”; and many who hold the 
truth are guiltily silent, when they ought to 
speak out boldly against the insidious errors 
which their brethren are countenancing, to the 
ruin of precious souls and the destruction of true 
spiritual worship. 

Amid all that is distressful and ominous, alike 
in Church and State, whither can we betake 
ourselves for comfort, where can we find some- 
thing that will prove stable and restful in pros- 
pect of the mighty changes that await this earth 
and the thronging multitudes who are crowding 
up the old nations and rapidly possessing the 
waste places of the earth? Though earthquake 
and storm and woes unutterable are to fall upon 
the world when the measure of its apostasy and 
denial of God has come to the full; although 
terrible judgments await Israel in the culmina- 
tion of its perversity and rebellion, when that 
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My Father’s name, and ye receive Me not; if 
another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive ;”1- although they shall welcome 
the brilliant, powerful, masterful man of sin, 
the personal antichrist, and our Lord’s return 
be marked by utter destruction of that wicked 
one and his adherents; yet there will follow 
that awful time justly called ‘‘the great and 
terrible day of the Lord,” the sweet and peace- 
ful reign of Christ upon the earth, the sabbatic 
millennium, true golden age dreamt of and sung 
by poets, clearly revealed to Old Testament 
prophet and New Testament seer; for not yet 
awhile is the earth to be purged by fire, as fore- 
told in Peter’s second Epistle. Then will Jesus 
Christ receive His third anointing; then will 
the Father ‘‘set His King upon His holy hill of 
Zion”; or, according to the promise made to 
the virgin mother, ‘“‘The Lord God shall give 
unto Him the throne of His father David’’; 
an earthly throne in Jerusalem, not the share 
in the heavenly throne where He is at present 
set down with His Father in His throne: then, 
and not till then, as we humbly believe, will the 


1 For fuller elucidation of the Scriptures concerning the anti- 
christ, see ‘The Coming Prince,’ 5th edition, by Mr Robert 
Anderson, C.B., LL.D. (Hodder & Stoughton, Paternoster 
Row, E.C.) 
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Father say to the Son, ‘‘ Ask of Me, and I will 
give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy 
possession”’; then will Jehovah fully ‘‘ perform 
the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, 
sworn unto the fathers from the days of old”’;? 
will give to Abraham’s seed according to the 
flesh the utmost bounds of the original entail 
of the land; and in Christ will fulfil the wonder- 
ful promise to. David to “establish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever”; for how otherwise 
than in an earthly kingdom and throne can 
that promise be fairly interpreted? Then will 
be realised in all its blessed completeness the 
righteous, peaceful, beneficent, and universal 
reign described in the seventy-second Psalm; 
then shall earth behold her King as He is de- 
picted in Psalm xlv. Then in full measure will 
- Israel earn the title which God bestowed unto 
them, ‘‘ Ye are My witnesses”’; and then, ‘‘the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.’ And then, too, 
Israel’s Messiah will appear and ‘‘all Israel 
shall be saved,” and yet another promise come 


1A friend pointed out to me the beautiful exactitude of the 
inspired Word in this quotation; what was mere ‘‘mercy” or 
grace to Abraham became ‘‘truth” to Jacob: God’s word once 
pledged becomes truth that cannot be broken. 
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to pass, “‘ The Lord is exalted; for He dwelleth 
on high; He hath filled Zion with judgment 
and righteousness. And there shall be stability 
in Thy times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, 
and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is His 
treasure: 

In the past six thousand years of human 
history there never has been true stability in 
earthly rule; empire after empire has been 
broken up; dynasty after dynasty has _per- 
ished ; the dream of universal dominion which 
an Alexander, a Cesar, or a Napoleon has 
dreamed is a vain thing upon which the Al- 
mighty pours contempt: ‘‘ The kings of the 
earth set themselves”? (where does divine right 
come in when mere men venture to ‘‘set them- 
selves”’?); ‘“‘He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in 
derision.” But we read a little further, “‘ Yet 
have I set My King”; ah! what a difference is 
here! God’s King, Himself divine, with omni- 
potence to command, with inflexible justice to 
administer, with omniscience to discover and 
lay bare all wrong-doing, and with a love that 
is wonderful towards our human race; and in 
the thirteenth chapter of Hebrews we light upon 
this precious saying, ‘‘ Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, and to-day, yea, and for ever.”’ We 
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recall Jehovah’s utterance in Old Testament 
times, ‘‘I the Lord change not; therefore ye, 
O sons of Jacob, are not consumed”; and be- 
cause the mind of Jesus Christ is unalterably 
bent upon the salvation of our race, and His 
heart of love longs to bless mankind with fulness 
of blessing, we look forward in strong confi- 
dence to the protracted unbroken millennial 
reign,! and the wonderful times of blessing there- 
in to be enclosed—“ when the light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of 
the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven 
days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the 
hurt of His people, and healeth the stroke of 
their wound ’”’; a time when it seems probable 
that the secrets of nature may be opened up to 
mankind, as never before through the discoveries 
of science, and there shall be no scarcity in all 
the earth; no millions as in India to-day who 
never know what it is to have their craving for 
food fully satisfied ; when in the land of promise, 
then the land in possession, if in no other part 
of the world, ‘“‘they shall sit every man under 
his vine and under his fig-tree ; and none shall 
make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord 


1As to the close of the millennium and what will follow, see 
Mr George F. Trench’s ‘ After the Thousand Years.’ (Morgan 
& Scott, Paternoster Buildings, E.C.) 
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of hosts hath spoken it.” Let us rejoice, let us 
glory in Him “which is, and which was, and 
which is to come’”’; and as our faith admits no 
misgivings concerning His past finished work of 
atonement, or His present continuous work of 
prevailing intercession, so let no cloud of un- 
belief dim our blessed hope of His glorious 
appearing; for ‘“‘the Lord of hosts shall reign 
in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before 
His ancients gloriously”; ‘‘the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth; in that day shall the 
Lord be one, and His name one.” 

Near the close of this wonderful Epistle to 
the Hebrews we are warned, “‘ Be not carried 
away by divers and strange teachings; for it is 
good that the heart be established by grace.” 
It is well indeed if followers of Jesus Christ, the 
unchangeable One, should by grace be enabled 
to partake in measure of His stability, and work 
and walk and speak upon the fully revealed lines 
of His Father’s unalterable purposes. It is 
hardly disputed by any one familiar with Church 
history that, in the early Church, teachers and 
taught were alike fully persuaded that the re- 
turn of our Lord would be premillennial. Nor 
did these early believers transfer to the Church, 
as most modern believers do, the great promises 
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of blessing to Israel, God’s earthly people, 
whilst leaving Israel in undisputed possession 
of all the threatened curses. Primitive Chris- 
tianity had learnt this among other utterances 
of Jehovah, ‘‘I hate robbery for burnt offer- 
ing.” They had not learnt to abandon the literal 
meaning of words in the Word of God; and as 
they had enough and to spare in Gospel bless- 
ings in possession, and in glorious hope for the 
future, they needed not to deprive the Jew of 
the special promises made to him concerning 
the blessed reign of Messiah ‘‘ at His appearing 
and His kingdom”; they were satisfied with 
the expectation that ere Christ began that rule 
and again set up the kingdom of David, the 
whole Church would be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air, ‘‘and so to be for ever with the 
Lord.” The post-millennial theory is one of the 
‘divers and strange teachings” introduced to 
the Church when corruption had set in; and, 
like other bad doctrine, it seems to have come 
to stay. We thank God that in this day there 
is a reawakening to simpler acceptance of the 
plain teachings of the Scriptures upon this and 
other important lines of truth. ‘‘ The spirit of 
Christ which was in them”’ (7.c., in the pro- 
phets) ‘‘testified beforehand the sufferings of 
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Christ, and the glories that should follow 
them.” These sufferings were sufferings upon 
this earth; these glories will likewise be dis- 
played upon the earth. The sufferings occupy 
in prophecy much smaller space than the 
glories claim to occupy, and wherever the suffer- 
ings are mentioned there is invariably found 
reference to the succeeding glories. By what 
process of reasoning can we admit that in the 
minutest particulars prophecy was literally ful- 
filled at Christ’s first coming and in the details 
of His life of humiliation, suffering, and death, 
and then deny the same literality of fulfilment 
in respect of the details given to us concerning 
His glorious appearing and His earthly king- 
dom? The Jewish people to-day, as in all the 
ages of their dispersions, though rejecting the 
suffering Saviour, the holy Nazarene, yet look 
forward to a restored kingdom and to a King of 
David’s royal line who will occupy the throne 
in Jerusalem. By a strange analogy the pro- 
fessing Church of Christ, to a very large extent, 
whilst accepting the Saviour who came and 
suffered and died and rose again, refuses to 
believe in a restored Jewish kingdom and in the 
earthly reign of Christ; and by their refusal to 
join in the closing prayer of Holy Scripture, 
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‘“‘Come, Lord Jesus!” they may be delaying 
the fulfilment of the blessed hope of the Church, 
helping to perpetuate the wars and oppressions 
that are in the, earth, and postponing their own 
greater blessedness in the immediate visible 
presence of their exalted Head. 

For whilst, confessedly, Jesus Christ has had 
“all authority given unto Him in heaven and 
on earth,” and now shares the throne of God 
His Father in heaven, and therefore by the 
restraint of almighty power may hinder or delay 
catastrophe or utter destruction, another throne 
awaits His occupancy of which no perversity 
of interpretation can deprive Him, even “the 
throne of His father David.” ‘‘ God highly 
exalted Him, and gave unto Him the name 
which is above every name; that in the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, (1) of things in 
heaven, and (2) things in earth;”’ for first of all 
“angels and authorities and powers are made 
subject unto Him” before the heavenly throne ; 
and by-and-by “ every one that is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go 
up from year to year to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of taber- 
nacles.” Yes, the great typical feast of the 
Passover was fulfilled at Calvary; the feast of 
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weeks was fulfilled at Pentecost ; but the joyous 
feast of tabernacles—when, I ask, throughout 
the Christian ages, has it had even semblance of 
fulfilment ? Not yet, not yet. O “ye that are 
the Lord’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, and 
give Him no rest, till He establish and till He 
make Jerusalem a. praise in the earth.” 


The lesson for every believer deducible from 
the foregoing pages is this, “ The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light ;”’ ‘‘ Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord.” Is your labour in the Lord 
fitful, intermittent, and therefore purposeless ? 
Our blessed Lord offers grace that is ‘‘ exceeding 
abundant,” and He looks for service that is ‘‘al- 
ways abounding”’; ‘‘ He set His face steadfastly 
to go to Jerusalem” to endure suffering and 
finish atonement, and He asks us “to hold our 
confidence steadfast to the end’’; He beholds 
this world lying in the wicked one, and He 
wonders at the apathy of His Church about the 
perishing millions still unreached by the Gospel 
of His grace; and as David sent His message 
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to the elders of Judah after Absalom’s rebellion 
had been quelled, “‘ Why are ye the last to bring 
the king back to his house?” so with sorrow- 
ful surprise may not our Saviour wonder at His 
Church’s reluctance to cry unceasingly, “O 
Lord, make no tarrying’’? 
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